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Dates to Remember 
 
 

 December 26: 4:00 PM 
Mass 

 

 December 27: 9:00 AM 
Mass 

 

 Please see our parish 
website for reservation 
information and links to 
view Sunday or weekday 
Masses online. 

                      The Ca thol ic  Community  of  D iv in e  Sa v ior  
 

Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph   
             Luke 2: 22-40 
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke. 
  

When the days were completed for their purification according to 
the law of Moses, they took him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord, 
just as it is written in the law of the Lord,  
Every male that opens the womb shall be consecrated to the Lord,  
and to offer the sacrifice of a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons,  
in accordance with the dictate in the law of the Lord. 
 

Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon. 
This man was righteous and devout, awaiting the consolation of Israel,  
and the Holy Spirit was upon him. 
It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he should not see death  
before he had seen the Christ of the Lord. 
He came in the Spirit into the temple;  
and when the parents brought in the child Jesus  
to perform the custom of the law in regard to him,  
He took him into his arms and blessed God, saying: 
“Now, Master, you may let your servant go in peace, according to your word, 
for my eyes have seen your salvation, which you prepared 
in sight of all the peoples, a light for revelation to the Gentiles,  
and glory for your people Israel.” 
The child’s father and mother were amazed at what was said about him;  
and Simeon blessed them and said to Mary his mother,  
“Behold, this child is destined for the fall and rise of many in Israel, 
and to be a sign that will be contradicted —and you yourself a sword will pierce—  
so that the thoughts of many hearts may be revealed.” 
There was also a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. 
She was advanced in years, having lived seven years with her husband after her 
marriage, and then as a widow until she was eighty-four. 
She never left the temple, but worshiped night and day with fasting and prayer. 
And coming forward at that very time, she gave thanks to God and spoke about 
the child to all who were awaiting the redemption of Jerusalem.  
 

When they had fulfilled all the prescriptions 
of the law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee, 
to their own town of Nazareth. 
The child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom;  
and the favor of God was upon him. 
  

The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
  

Prayer to the  
Holy Family 

 

Jesus, Mary and Joseph, in 
you we contemplate the 
splendor of true love; to 
you we turn with trust. 
 

Holy Family of Nazareth, 
grant that our families too 
may be places of 
communion and prayer, 
authentic schools of the 
Gospel and small domestic 
churches. 
 

Holy Family of Nazareth, 
may families never again 
experience violence, 
rejection and division; may 
all who have been hurt or 
scandalized find ready 
comfort and healing. 
 

Holy Family of Nazareth, 
make us once more 
mindful of the sacredness 
and inviolability of the 
family, and its beauty in 
God’s plan. 
 

Jesus, Mary and Joseph, 
graciously hear our prayer. 
Amen.  

— Pope Francis 
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Gospel Background:  Today the Church celebrates the Feast of the Holy Family. 
This celebration is assigned to the Sunday within the octave of Christmas. The Gospel for 
today is taken from the Gospel according to Luke and is part of Luke's Infancy Narrative. 
 

Today's Gospel describes the presentation of the child Jesus in the Temple and shows Joseph and Mary as 
devout Jews, following the prescriptions of the Law of Moses. The Gospel alludes to several aspects of the Law 
of Moses: circumcision, the dedication of the firstborn son to the Lord, and the purification of a woman after 
childbirth. 
 

According to the Law of Moses as presented in the Book of Leviticus, a woman was considered ritually 
unclean during her menstrual period and for a prescribed period of time following the birth of a child. After 
the birth of a son, a woman was considered ritually unclean for 40 days. After the birth of a daughter, a 
woman was considered unclean for 80 days. In order to be restored to ritual purity, a Jewish woman 
performed the appropriate rites of purification and made the prescribed ritual offering. 
 

Today's Gospel notes that Jesus was circumcised on the eighth day after his birth, in accordance with the 
Mosaic Law. At that time, he was called Jesus, the name he was given by the angel Gabriel. On the 40th day 
after Jesus' birth, Mary performed the appropriate purification rites and made her offering at the Temple. 
Although the Law of Moses required an offering of a lamb, those who could not afford a lamb could substitute 
two turtledoves or two pigeons. In this scene, Luke identifies Joseph and Mary as being poor, and indeed 
throughout Luke's Gospel, Jesus will show special concern for the poor. 
 

Another Jewish rite referenced in this Gospel is the dedication of the firstborn son to the Lord. In 
remembrance of the feast of Passover, when the firstborn children of the Israelites in Egypt were saved from 
death, the Law of Moses prescribed that all firstborn males of Israel should be consecrated to the Lord. In this 
tradition, Mary and Joseph present the infant Jesus in the Temple in Jerusalem. 
 

In Jerusalem, Luke reports that Mary and Joseph encounter two devout Jews, Simeon and Anna, who 
recognize the infant Jesus as the fulfillment of Israel's hope for redemption. In Simeon's words we find a 
prediction of Mary's witnessing of Jesus' death on the cross. The Canticle of Simeon, also called by its Latin 
name, Nunc Dimitis, is prayed at night prayer, or compline, during the Liturgy of the Hours. 
 

Family Connection:  Today's celebration of the Feast of the Holy Family highlights the importance of 
family in our religious life. We know that Mary and Joseph's faithfulness to God enabled them to cooperate in 
God's plan for our salvation by accepting the responsibility to raise God's Son, Jesus. From his parents, Jesus 
learned how to be a faithful believer in his Jewish tradition. Simeon's prophecy about Mary's sorrow alerts us 
to the importance of a family's commitment to one another, a commitment that is expressed in both good 
times and bad. 
 

Gather as a family and recall times when your family showed its commitment to one another in good times 
and in bad. Recall times when your immediate family was supported by members of your extended family. 
Note that today we celebrate the Feast of the Holy Family, and we see in the family of Jesus an example for 
our own family life. Read together today's Gospel, Luke 2:22-40. Joseph and Mary expressed their faithfulness 
to God through their observance of the Law of Moses. Simeon prophesied the grief that Mary would 
experience at the foot of Jesus' cross. One of the blessings of family life is our commitment to one another, 
sharing good times and supporting one another through difficult times. Conclude in prayer together thanking 
God for the grace expressed in your family's commitment to another. Write a prayer together, thanking God 
for your family life and asking God to strengthen your family's commitment to one another. Pray this prayer 
together. 
 

For more information and Sunday Connection resources visit:   
 

https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/liturgical-year/sunday-
connection/holy-family-of-jesus-mary-and-joseph-b-sunday-connect/ 

Sunday Gospel Connection:   December 27, 2020 
The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph, Cycle B 

Luke 2: 22-40 
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The Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God     
                 Luke 2: 16-21 
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke. 
 

The shepherds went in haste to Bethlehem  
and found Mary and Joseph, 
and the infant lying in the manger. 
When they saw this, 
they made known the message  
that had been told them about this child. 
All who heard it were amazed 
by what had been told them by the shepherds. 
And Mary kept all these things, 
reflecting on them in her heart. 
Then the shepherds returned, 
glorifying and praising God 
for all they had heard and seen,  
just as it had been told to them. 
 

When eight days were completed for his 
circumcision, 
he was named Jesus, the name given him by the angel 
before he was conceived in the womb.  
 

The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Mary’s Example 
 

Mary, Mother of God, has always been present in the hearts, the piety and above all the 
pilgrimage of faith of Christians. Our faith journey is the same as hers, and so we feel that 
she is particularly close to us. As far as faith is concerned, the Mother of God shared our 
condition. She had to take the same path as ourselves— a path which is sometimes difficult 
and obscure. In this way Mary becomes a source of hope and true joy! She goes before us 
and continually strengthens us in faith, in our vocation and in our mission. By her example 
of humility and openness to God’s will she helps us to transmit our faith in a joyful 
proclamation of the Gospel to all, without reservation. 
 

—Pope Francis 
The LORD bless you and keep you! 

The LORD let his face shine upon 

you, and be gracious to you! 

The LORD look upon you kindly and 

give you peace!  

                                   Numbers 6: 24-26 
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Gospel Background:  Today's reading is a 
continuation from the Gospel proclaimed at the 
Christmas Mass at midnight. In it the shepherds 
act upon the message they receive from the angel 
and go to find Jesus in the manger in Bethlehem. 
In their visit to the manger, the shepherds find 
things just as the angel had said. The shepherds' 
visit, therefore, is a moment of fulfillment, 
manifestation, and the beginning of the salvation 
we receive through Christ. 
 

In the context of today's Solemnity, this reading 
also helps us focus on Mary as the Mother of God. 
The reading tells us at least three things about 
Mary as a mother. First, Mary is described as a reflective person, keeping the reports of the 
shepherds in her heart. Second, we are reminded of how obedient Mary was to God when she 
named the baby Jesus as the angel Gabriel had directed. Third, this reading shows Mary and 
Joseph faithfully observing their Jewish tradition by having Jesus circumcised. 
 

Mary's faithfulness to God is evident in all three of these things. Her reflection upon the events in 
her life indicates that she was a person of prayer. This prayer made possible her obedience to God 
and God's will, even if the outcome was not clear. Finally, her faithfulness to a community of faith 
grounded her relationship with God and enabled her to participate in God's plan of salvation. 
 

Because of Mary's faithfulness to God, she was able to receive the gift of God's Son and accept her 
role in God's plan for salvation. By doing so, she models for us the path of discipleship and is also 
called Mother of the Church. 
 

Our call to discipleship also includes these three aspects. First, discipleship means prayer and 
reflection on the events of our lives that we might see God's presence and work in our lives. 
Second, discipleship means obedience to God and God's will. Third, discipleship includes fidelity to 
a community of faith. 
 

Family Connection:  In today's Gospel, we learn that Mary honored her commitment to God by 
naming her child Jesus, the name given to him by the angel Gabriel. In Matthew's Gospel, Joseph 
is told to name the child Jesus because he will save the people. The name Jesus means "God 
saves." Even in his name, Jesus announces the mission he came to accomplish. 
 

Your family might use today's feast as an opportunity to talk about names. Reflect together on the 
name of each member of the family. What does each name mean? Why was each person so named? 
 

Read together today's Gospel, Luke 2:16-21. Recall that the name Jesus means "God saves." Think 
about how Jesus fulfilled the mission that his name suggests. Pray as a family that each family 
member will fulfill their mission to be faithful followers of Jesus, in whom we find our salvation. 
Pray for Mary's help by praying together the Hail Mary or singing together, "Sing of Mary, Pure 
and Lowly." 
  

 

Sunday Gospel Connection:   January 1, 2021 
The Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God 

Luke 2: 16-21 



Today’s Readings: Genesis 15:1–6; 21:1–3 or Sirach 3:2–6, 
12–14; Psalm 105:1–2, 3–4, 5–6, 8–9; Hebrews 11:8, 
11–12, 17–19 or Colossians 3:12–21; Luke 2:22–40. 
Although we use the word holy to refer to someone who is 
good or pious, the term literally means that someone or 
something is “set apart” for God. God set Abraham apart by 
making him the father of countless descendants. However, 
did God choose Abraham because Abraham was good, or 
did God’s promises call forth goodness from Abraham? 

When it comes to Mary and Joseph, it may seem obvi-
ous that they were good and pious, but Jesus’ parents must 
have also grown in holiness as they faced the unique task of 
raising God’s Son. God also called forth holiness in Simeon 

and Anna when he inspired them to prophesy about the 
child Jesus. Jesus, too, though set apart by his divine nature, 
also “grew and became strong” as God called forth holiness 
from him.

In what ways is God calling forth holiness from us? 
Perhaps we must care for aging parents or work with a dif-
ficult sibling or child. Perhaps we are struggling to treat a 
member of Christ’s body with compassion, humility, or 
patience. In such moments, God calls forth holiness from us. 
When we allow that goodness to flow forth, we inspire holi-
ness in others. By God’s grace and the examples of holiness 
that we offer each other, we become more fully the holy 
family of God.

Sunday, December 27, 2020
Inspiring Holiness

The Whole Family
God our Father,
you entrusted your Son to Joseph and Mary,
who readily accepted all that came into 

their lives.
They responded with humility 

and faithfulness
to the future you envisioned for them.
Help us imitate their fidelity 
to you and to each other.

Favor us with wisdom, goodness, and peace.
Strengthen your love within us, 

within our homes, 
and within our faith communities
so that we may embrace all that comes 

into our lives
and welcome the future you envision for us
and for the whole human family.
We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.

FEAST OF THE HOLY FAMILY
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This Week at Home
Monday, December 28
Feast of the Holy Innocents
Herod shed the blood of others in order to protect his reign. 
Jesus shed his own blood in order to bring others into his 
reign. One viciously protected himself and his power, while 
the other readily surrendered it. Each day we, too, act in 
ways that are ultimately death-dealing or life-giving. What 
must we do to make sure that each day we turn away from 
darkness and toward the light and life of Christ? Today’s 
Readings: 1 John 1:5—2:2; Psalm 124:2–3, 4–5, 7b–8; 
Matthew 2:13–18.

Tuesday, December 29
Stepping into the Light
While fulfilling the requirements of the Jewish Law, Jesus’ 
parents encounter Simeon, who prophesies that God’s love 
incarnate has illuminated the world. When confronted by the 
light of Christ, however, people too often prefer the darkness. 
We keep walking in our self-righteousness, greed, or anger. 
Spend some time reflecting on Jesus’ commandment to love 
one another. To whom can you show greater love this week? 
Today’s Readings: 1 John 2:3–11; Psalm 96:1–2a, 2b–3, 
5b–6; Luke 2:22–35.

Wednesday, December 30
Favor
God favored the prophets Simeon and Anna with insight into 
the child Jesus. God especially favored his Son, who grew in 
wisdom and strength. God likewise favors those who follow 
his Son, bestowing upon them knowledge, victory over evil, 
and eternal life. St. John exhorts us to cling to God’s favor 
and resist favoring the things of the world. What particular 
favor could you do for someone as a way of celebrating the 
favor that God has shown us all? Today’s Readings: 1 John 
2:12–17; Psalm 96:7–8a, 8b–9, 10; Luke 2:36–40.

Thursday, December 31
Choosing Faith
We speak of our faith as a gift, but we must choose to accept 
this gift. In both readings for today, we hear that some people 
did not accept God’s gift of grace and truth in Jesus. As we 
try to understand why people abandon their faith, we gain 
insight by reflecting on our moments of doubt. What circum-
stances have challenged your faith? Bring your reflections 
into a prayer for those who are struggling in similar ways. 
Today’s Readings: 1 John 2:18–21; Psalm 96:1–2, 11–12, 13; 
John 1:1–18.

Friday, January 1
Mary, Mother of God
The blessing that Aaron gave the Israelites was incarnated in 
Jesus. God now blesses us by filling our hearts with the Spirit 
of his Son. As Jesus’ mother, Mary physically bore that 
blessing within herself, rightly earning the title “Mother of 
God.” Mary emerged from humble origins to be the most 
revered woman in the Church. Make a list of all the titles for 
Mary that you can think of. Choose one or two of them, and 
learn why that title came to be used for our Lady. Today’s 
Readings: Numbers 6:22–27; Psalm 67:2–3, 5, 6, 8; 
Galatians 4:4–7; Luke 2:16–21.

Saturday, January 2
St. Basil the Great and 
St. Gregory Nazianzen
“Let what you heard from the beginning remain in you.” 
John the Baptist prepared people to follow and remain with 
Jesus. St. Basil and St. Gregory helped the Church to remain 
steadfast in faith by giving brilliant and compelling 
testimony about Jesus. What testimony have you received 
about Jesus that helps you remain with him? Today’s 
Readings: 1 John 2:22–28; Psalm 98:1, 2–3ab, 3cd–4; John 
1:19–28.
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