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Dates to Remember

e August |: 4:00 PM Mass
e August 2: 9:00 AM Mass

e Reservations are required.
Space is limited.

o Please see our parish website
for more information and
links to view Sunday or
weekday Masses online.

Catholic Terms
To Know

Transfiguration: The
revelation of Jesus'
divinity to the apostles,
Peter, James, and John
that took place on Mount
Tabor. The Gospels of
Matthew, Mark, and Luke
include this story of Jesus
taking the three apostles
to the top of the mountain
where he was transfigured
before them as his face
shone and his clothes
became “dazzling white".
Moses and Elijah appeared
with Jesus and were
speaking with him about
the suffering he would
endure in Jerusalem until a
cloud appeared and the
apostles heard the voice of
God call Jesus his beloved
Son.

The Feast of the
Transfiguration of the
Lord is celebrated on
August 6, reminding us of
the importance of this
event in the life of Jesus.
The story of the
Transfiguration is also
proclaimed each year on
the Second Sunday of
Lent.

Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Matthew 14:13-21

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew.

When Jesus heard of the death of John the Baptist, he withdrew in a boat to a
deserted place by himself. The crowds heard of this and followed him on foot
from their towns. When he disembarked and saw the vast crowd, his heart
was moved with pity for them, and he cured their sick.

When it was evening, the disciples approached him and said, “This is a
deserted place and it is already late; dismiss the crowds so that they can go to
the villages.

Jesus said to them, “There is no need for them to go away; give them some
food yourselves.”

But they said to him, “Five loaves and two fish are all we have here.”

Then he said, “Bring them here to me,” and he ordered the crowds to sit down
on the grass. Taking the five loaves and the two fish, and looking up to
heaven, he said the blessing, broke the loaves, and gave them to the disciples,
who in turn gave them to the crowds. They all ate and were satisfied, and
they picked up the fragments left over— twelve wicker baskets full. Those
who ate were about five thousand men, not counting women and children.

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Psalm 145

The hand of the Lord feeds us; he answers all our needs.

The LORD is gracious and merciful,

slow to anger and of great kindness.

The LORD is good to all

and compassionate toward all his works.

The hand of the Lord feeds us; he answers all our needs.

The eyes of all look hopefully to you,

and you give them their food in due season;

you open your hand

and satisfy the desire of every living thing.

The hand of the Lord feeds us; he answers all our needs.

The LORD is just in all his ways

and holy in all his works.

The LORD is near to all who call upon him,

to all who call upon him in truth.

The hand of the Lord feeds us; he answers all our needs.
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Sunday Gospel Connection: August 2,2020

Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time — Cycle A
Matthew 14: 13-21

Gospel Background: Today we jump ahead in our reading of
Matthew's Gospel to Chapter 14. Last week we heard Jesus conclude
his discourse with the crowds about the Kingdom of Heaven. In
Matthew's narrative, Jesus then leaves the crowds and returns to
Nazareth, where he is rejected. Matthew then recounts the story of
John the Baptist's arrest and execution at the hands of Herod.
Today's Gospel reading begins at this point.

Upon hearing the news of the death of John the Baptist, Jesus seeks
to withdraw, but the crowds follow him. Jesus reaches out to them in
compassion and heals the sick. At the end of a long day, the disciples
encourage Jesus to send the crowds away so that they might find
provisions for themselves. Jesus again responds with compassion for the crowd. Jesus tells his disciples to
provide food for the crowd. The disciples reply with a report of the meagerness of their own provisions—five
loaves and two fish. The result is the very familiar miracle of the multiplication of the loaves and fish.
Matthew's Gospel tells us that 5,000 men were fed, and this number does not even include the women and
children.

Jesus' blessing brought abundance from the meager provisions of the disciples. In this action, Jesus offers
us a sign of the Kingdom of Heaven that he has been teaching about in the parables. A feast results from
the smallest of portions—remember the mustard seed and the yeast. In this miracle we witness an example
for Christian life and ministry. Even the smallest of offerings can produce abundant results when placed in
the service of the Kingdom of Heaven.

We find the story of Jesus' multiplication of the loaves and the fish in each of the four Gospels. In the
Gospels of Mark and Matthew, Jesus performs this same miracle on two separate occasions. The story of
this miracle is an anticipation of the Eucharist in which we are fed by the abundant grace of God. The
importance of the Eucharist has been a defining element of Christian life from the very beginning.

Family Connection: In our family life we can sometimes hear echoes of the disciples' excuses: “Five
loaves and two fish are all we have here.” Sometimes this echo is heard from children squabbling about the
last piece of cake. Sometimes it is heard in our concern about the limits of the family's income or
possessions. Sometimes this echo is heard in our complaints about the seemingly endless demands for our
time and attention. Jesus understood these feelings and taught us to see beyond our limitations. Jesus
modeled for us a compassion that reaches out to others, even when we would rather withdraw into
ourselves. Jesus taught us that God blesses compassion offered to others with his grace. Today's Gospel
reminds us that with God there is not only enough, there is an abundance!

Talk together about some of the stresses and demands for time and attention that your family members
might feel. Acknowledge that we sometimes have to make difficult choices about how to use our time,
talents, and treasure. Then read together today's Gospel, Matthew 14:13-21. Notice how much Jesus cared
for the crowds, healing the sick even though he wanted to withdraw to a quiet place. Notice how the
disciples responded to Jesus' instruction to feed the crowd; they noted their limited supply of food. Jesus
blessed this limited supply of food, and it was enough to feed the entire crowd, more than 5,000 people, and
there were leftovers! Pray together that Jesus will grant us compassion like his so that we will offer
whatever we have to others with compassion and generosity. Pray together today's Psalm, Psalm 145 (see

. 1), or the Lord's Prayer.
pg. 1), or the Lo aye [LOYOILAPRESS.

For more information and Sunday Connection resources visit: a4 JesuiT MINISTRY

https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/18th-
sunday-in-ordinary-time-a-sunday-connection/




