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Family Faith Focus 
July 5, 2020 

Dates to Remember 
 July 5:  9:00 AM Mass 
    Reservations are  
    required.  Space is limited. 
 

 Please see our parish 
website for more 
information and links to 
view Sunday or weekday 
Masses online. 

                      The Ca thol ic  Community  of  D iv in e  Sa v ior  
 

Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
           Matthew 11: 25-30 
 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew. 
 

At that time Jesus exclaimed:  
"I give praise to you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, 
for although you have hidden these things from the wise and the learned 
you have revealed them to little ones. 
Yes, Father, such has been your gracious will. 
All things have been handed over to me by my Father.  
No one knows the Son except the Father, 
and no one knows the Father except the Son 
and anyone to whom the Son wishes to reveal him." 
 

"Come to me, all you who labor and are burdened, 
and I will give you rest. 
Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, 
for I am meek and humble of heart; 
and you will find rest for yourselves.  
For my yoke is easy, and my burden light." 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Prayer to St. Benedict for Peace 
 

St. Benedict, you were a man of peace. 
You walked the paths of peace your whole life long 
     and led all who came to you into the ways of peace. 
Help us, St. Benedict, to achieve peace; 
     peace in our hearts, peace in our homes, peace in our  
     sorely troubled world. 
Through your powerful intercession with God help us  
     to be peacemakers. 
Aid us to work for peace, to take the first step in ending 
     bitterness, to be the first to hold out our hands 
     in friendship and forgiveness. 
Beg God to let peace permeate our lives so that 
     they may be lived in God’s grace and love. 
And at the end of our lives obtain for us the reward  
     of peacemakers, the eternal blessed vision of God in heaven. 
 

—Benedictine Daily Prayer  
 

Food for Thought 
“Let us open wide our eyes to 
the light that transfigures, 
and unstop our ears to the 
sound of God’s voice which 
daily cries out to us. What 
can be more delightful than 
the Lord’s voice inviting us? 
The Lord is showing us the 
way of life.” 

—St. Benedict 
 

St. Benedict (ca. 480-547) 
was born to a noble family in 
Nursia, in southern Italy.  
Sent to Rome by his parents 
to be educated in fine arts, 
Benedict, at the age of 14, 
reached a turning point in his 
life that led him to leave 
Rome to find his salvation in 
following God. He spent 
three years living in solitude 
in a cave near Subiaco where 
he received a vision calling 
him to establish a monastery. 
After founding 12 small 
monasteries, he wrote his 
famous Rule of St. Benedict, 
calling monks to a life of 
prayer, worship, work, and 
service to others.  
Ora et labora (prayer and 
work) is the heart of 
Benedictine spirituality, living 
a life focused on God’s 
presence, and keeping a 
balance between prayer and 
work.  St. Benedict’s feast 
day is July 11. 
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Gospel Background:  Today’s reading from Matthew’s Gospel 
comes after a discourse in which Jesus reproaches people who 
have witnessed his mighty deeds yet still lack belief. In this 
context, today’s Gospel explains the reason for this unbelief and 
reveals what is necessary for faith. Today’s Gospel also 
continues to enhance our understanding of discipleship as last 
week’s Gospel did. 
 

Jesus first prays in thanksgiving to God who has made himself 
known to Jesus’ disciples. He praises God who has made himself 
known to the “little ones” and not to the wise and learned. As in 
other recent readings from Matthew’s Gospel, a contrast is made 
here between the unbelieving Pharisees, who are wise and 
learned, and the faithful disciples, tax collectors, and sinners 
with whom Jesus keeps company. 
 

The second part of this reading calls to our attention the unity between the Father and the 
Son. God has made himself known through Jesus, and in knowing Jesus, we come to know 
the Father. In Jesus’ life and in his person, God reveals himself to us. 
 

In the concluding sentences of today’s Gospel, Jesus’ teaching is again contrasted to the 
teaching of the Pharisees. This common theme of Matthew’s Gospel probably reflects tension 
that existed between Jesus and the Pharisees and between the Pharisees and the 
community of Christians for whom Matthew wrote. Pharisaic Judaism became the 
predominant form of Judaism after the destruction of the Temple in Jerusalem about 70 
A.D. Here that tension is expressed as alternative paths of holiness. The careful observance 
of the Mosaic law taught by the Pharisees could be experienced by some as difficult and 
burdensome. In contrast, Jesus’ way of holiness is presented as uncomplicated and even 
restful. 
 

Family Connection:  In today’s Gospel, Jesus teaches an important lesson for families: 
from the youngest and simplest among us we can learn the most profound insights about 
God. Parents who are attentive to this reality can learn much from their children even as 
their children are learning from them. Families who create time and space for encounters 
with God will enrich the faith of all who share in family life. 
Gather as a family and read together today’s Gospel, Matthew 11:25-30. Allow time for each 
person to reflect on what Jesus reveals to us about God. Invite each person to show these 
things in a creative way, perhaps through a picture, poem, or some other means. Share these 
with one another. Conclude in prayer together, thanking Jesus for making God known to us. 
Pray together the Lord’s Prayer or today’s Psalm, Psalm 145. 
 
For more information and Sunday Connection resources visit:   
 

https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/14th-
sunday-in-ordinary-time-a-sunday-connection/  

Sunday Gospel Connection:   July 5, 2020 
Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time — Cycle A 

Matthew 11: 25-30 


