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Dates to Remember 
 

 September 5:  4:00 PM 
Mass 

 

 September 6:  9:00 AM 
Mass 

 

 Reservations are 
required.  Space is limited. 

 

 Please see our parish 
website for more 
information and links to 
view Sunday or weekday 
Masses online. 

                      The Ca thol ic  Community  of  D iv in e  Sa v ior  
 

Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
            Matthew 18:15-20 
 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew. 
 

Jesus said to his disciples: 
“If your brother sins against you, 
go and tell him his fault between you and him alone.  
If he listens to you, you have won over your brother. 
If he does not listen, 
take one or two others along with you, 
so that ‘every fact may be established 
on the testimony of two or three witnesses.’ 
If he refuses to listen to them, tell the church.  
If he refuses to listen even to the church, 
then treat him as you would a Gentile or a tax collector. 
Amen, I say to you, 
whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, 
and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. 
Again, amen, I say to you, 
if two of you agree on earth 
about anything for which they are to pray, 
it shall be granted to them by my heavenly Father.  
For where two or three are gathered together in my name, 
there am I in the midst of them.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Peace Prayer of Saint Francis 
 

Lord, make me an instrument of your peace: 
where there is hatred, let me sow love; 
where there is injury, pardon; 
where there is doubt, faith; 
where there is despair, hope; 
where there is darkness, light; 
where there is sadness, joy.  
 
O divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek 
to be consoled as to console, 
to be understood as to understand, 
to be loved as to love. 
For it is in giving that we receive,  
it is in pardoning that we are pardoned,  
and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life.  
 
Amen. 

Food For Thought 
 

Joy springs from a 
grateful heart. Truly, we 
have received so much—
so many graces, so many 
blessings, and we rejoice 
in this. It will do us good 
to think back on our lives 
with the grace of 
remembrance. 
Remembrance of when we 
were first called, 
remembrance of the road 
traveled, remembrance of 
the graces received and, 
above all, remembrance 
of our encounters with 
Jesus Christ along the 
way. Remembrance also of 
the amazement which our 
encounters with Jesus 
Christ awaken in our 
hearts. Let us seek the 
grace of remembrance so 
as to grow in the spirit of 
gratitude. Let us ask 
ourselves: are we good at 
counting our blessings, or 
have we forgotten them? 
 

—Pope Francis 
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Gospel Background:  Today's Gospel reading is taken from a 
chapter of Matthew's Gospel, which is sometimes called the 
“discourse on the Church” or the “church order” discourse.  In this 
part of Matthew's Gospel, Jesus speaks more directly about matters 
of Church discipline and order.  In today's reading we find one of 
only three instances in which Jesus uses the word church in 
Matthew's Gospel.  In Matthew's record of Jesus' teaching, we can 
hear echoes of the kinds of issues faced by the early Christian 
community. 
 

In the first part of the "discourse on the Church" (Matthew 18:1-14), 
Matthew addresses the Christian community's concerns about rank.  
Jesus responds to the disciples' question about who is greatest in the kingdom of heaven.  Jesus indicates 
that those who wish to enter the kingdom of heaven must be like children, and he cautions those leaders 
who might lead these "little ones" astray.  He also responds with the parable of the lost sheep, indicating 
how God will seek out and bring back those "little ones" who have strayed. 
 

In today's Gospel reading, Matthew 18:15-20, Jesus addresses a common occurrence in the Christian 
community: a dispute between two members of the Church.  Jesus outlines a procedure for settling such 
matters fairly.  The victim should privately address the offender and attempt to resolve the dispute 
without outside involvement.  If that fails, then the victim should bring two or three witnesses and 
confront the offender again.  If the dispute is still unresolved, the matter should be brought to the 
attention of the entire community.  If the offender refuses to adhere to the reparations prescribed by the 
community, then Jesus suggests that the offender may be expelled from the Church. 
 

Jesus does not discourage disagreement within the community of the Church; he acknowledges the reality 
of conflict and error and offers his disciples a means for addressing such matters.  It is in the conclusion to 
this teaching that the message of hope is found: Jesus is present with the community and will guide the 
community in its relations.  If decisions are taken in prayer, then the community can be assured of God's 
assistance. 
 

Family Connection:  Conflict and disagreements are a natural part of family life.  Yet, within our 
family, we have an important opportunity to learn how to resolve disagreements fairly by treating people 
with love and respect. 
 

As you gather as a family this week, discuss the procedures for resolving disputes in your family.  What 
kinds of things produce disagreements in your family?  Do children frequently request the assistance of 
the adults when a disagreement arises?  How do the adults respond?  In today's Gospel, Jesus teaches his 
disciples the way in which they are to handle conflict within the Christian community of the Church.  
Read together this Gospel, Matthew 18:15-20.  Invite family members to summarize the steps that Jesus 
proposes for resolving conflict.  How might today's Gospel inform your family's handling of 
disagreements?  If you have time, your family might choose to role play how Jesus' teaching about conflict 
resolution might be applied to a disagreement that sometimes occurs in your household. 
 

In today's Gospel, Jesus also promises that he will help those who pray to him with their needs.  Pray 
together that each member of your family will learn to handle conflict in a Christian manner.  Pray 
together the Peace Prayer of Saint Francis.  (See pg. 1) 
 

For more information and Sunday Connection resources visit:   
 

https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/liturgical-year/sunday-
connection/23rd-sunday-in-ordinary-time-a-sunday-connection/  

Sunday Gospel Connection:   September 6, 2020 
Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time — Cycle A 

Matthew 18: 15-20 



Season of Creation is an annual celebration that 
takes place from September 1, the World Day of 
Prayer for the Care of Creation, through October 4, 
the Feast of St. Francis of Assisi. 
 

Last year Pope Francis invited Catholics throughout 
the world to participate in this annual “season of 
increased prayer and effort on behalf of our common 
home.”  As the Holy Father said, "this is the season 
for letting our prayer be inspired anew," a season "to 
reflect on our lifestyles," and a season ''for 
undertaking prophetic actions . . . calling for courageous decisions . . . directing the planet 
towards life, not death." 
 

In the face of the ongoing coronavirus pandemic, it is especially important for us to recognize 
how interconnected we are as global citizens of the world and to be more conscious of our 
responsibility to care for and protect the gifts of creation given to us by God.  Pope Francis 
also encourages us to realize the need to grow in solidarity and care for one another to bring 
about a truly healthy recovery to our world. 
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A Prayer for Our Earth 
All-powerful God, you are present in the whole universe 
and in the smallest of your creatures. 
You embrace with your tenderness all that exists. 
Pour out upon us the power of your love, 
that we may protect life and beauty. 
Fill us with peace, that we may live 
as brothers and sisters, harming no one. 
O God of the poor, 
help us to rescue the abandoned and forgotten of this earth, 
so precious in your eyes. 
Bring healing to our lives, 
that we may protect the world and not prey on it, 
that we may sow beauty, not pollution and destruction. 
Touch the hearts 
of those who look only for gain 
at the expense of the poor and the earth. 
Teach us to discover the worth of each thing, 
to be filled with awe and contemplation, 
to recognize that we are profoundly united 
with every creature 
as we journey towards your infinite light. 
We thank you for being with us each day. 
Encourage us, we pray, in our struggle 
for justice, love and peace. 
 

—Pope Francis, Laudato Si’ : On Care for our Common Home (246) 


