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Dates to Remember 
 

 January 19:  Second 
Sunday in Ordinary 
Time— FCFF Liturgy & 
First Eucharist Meeting, 
8:00 - 10:00 AM —       
Children’s Liturgy of the 
Word, 10:30 AM 

 

 January 21:  Memorial of 
St. Agnes 

 

 January 24:  Memorial of 
St. Francis De Sales 

 

 January 25:  Feast of the 
Conversion of St. Paul the 
Apostle 

 

 January 26:  Third Sunday 
in Ordinary Time — 
Children’s Liturgy of the 
Word, 10:30 AM Mass 

                      The Ca thol ic  Community  of  D iv in e  Sa v ior  
 

Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 
           John 1: 29-34 
A reading from the holy Gospel according to John. 
 

John the Baptist saw Jesus coming toward him and said, 
"Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world. 
He is the one of whom I said, 
'A man is coming after me who ranks ahead of me 
because he existed before me.' 
I did not know him, but the reason why I came baptizing with water 
was that he might be made known to Israel." 
John testified further, saying, 
"I saw the Spirit come down like a dove from heaven and remain upon him. 
I did not know him, but the one who sent me to baptize with water told me, 
'On whomever you see the Spirit come down and remain, 
he is the one who will baptize with the Holy Spirit.' 
Now I have seen and testified that he is the Son of God."  
 

The Gospel of the Lord.   Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Helping Children Develop Their Gifts 
 

Watching our children grow in their gifts and talents is one of our 
great joys as parents. 
 

Here are four things you can do to help your child discover and develop his or 
her special, God-given gifts: 
 

1. Expose children to a range of stimuli and experiences. 
Read books, play music, provide art supplies, and surround them with toys 
that combine fun with a challenge. 
 

2. Be alert for special interests. 
Most child-development experts say that the “globally gifted” child is largely a 
myth. Some children will show an intense interest in one or two areas—
music, art, math, writing, or other fields. This can indicate a special talent. 
 

3. Challenge—but be realistic. 
 

Children develop their skills when adults set high standards, but they can be 
demoralized by unrealistic expectations. It’s important to strike a balance. 
 

4. Pray for your child’s development. 
 

Prayer helps keep things in perspective. God is present in your family and in 
your child’s life. It’s not all up to you. 
 

Find this article and other family resources on the Loyola Press website at: 
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/family/family-faith-and-
fun/inspiration-in-daily-family-life/helping-children-
develop-their-gifts   

Let Us Pray... 
 
 

“My God, I give you 
this day.  I offer you, 
now, all of the good 
that I shall do and I 
promise to accept, for 
love of you, all of the 
difficulty that I shall 
meet.  Help me to 
conduct myself during 
this day in a way that 
pleases you.  Amen.” 
 

—St. Francis de Sales 
 

St. Francis de Sales (1567-
1622) is a Bishop & Doctor 
of the Church.  He is the 
patron of journalists and 
writers.  His feast day is 
January 24. 
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Gospel Background:  This Sunday we break from our 
reading of Matthew's Gospel (the primary Gospel for our 
current liturgical cycle, Cycle A) to read from John's Gospel.  
Today, we hear John the Baptist's testimony about Jesus as 
found in John's Gospel. John's Gospel differs from the other 
Gospels because John does not describe Jesus' baptism by 
John the Baptist. Instead, John the Baptist announces that 
he knows that Jesus is the Son of God. 
  

In today's reading, John the Baptist sees Jesus approaching 
and cries out, giving witness about who Jesus is. In John's 
testimony he says that he saw the Spirit descend upon Jesus. 
By this sign, John the Baptist knew that Jesus was the one 
who is to come after him. 
  

John the Baptist uses two titles for Jesus that are familiar to us. John calls Jesus the “Lamb of 
God” and the “Son of God.” By using these titles, John the Baptist identifies Jesus' ultimate 
purpose: to redeem sinful humanity. 
  

John the Baptist's testimony about Jesus clearly distinguishes John's baptism from the Baptism 
that Jesus will inaugurate. John baptizes with water; Jesus will baptize with the Holy Spirit. 
John also puts his practice of baptism in the context of Jesus' ministry. The purpose of John's 
baptism was to make Jesus known to Israel. 
  

John the Baptist's sense of purpose is clearly identified in this reading: he baptized in order to 
prepare for and make known the ministry of the One who was to follow. John's witness is an 
excellent example of what it means to be a disciple. By our Baptism, we are called to make Jesus 
known to all the world by our words and by the witness of our lives.  
  
Family Connection:  The ministry of John the Baptist prepared for and pointed to the 
ministry of Jesus. In a similar way, our lives are to offer testimony to who we know Jesus to be 
for us and for the world. Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world. How 
does the witness of our lives give testimony to the reconciling presence of Christ? 
  

As a family, identify as many titles for Jesus as possible, such as Lamb of God, Son of God, 
Prince of Peace, and so on. Talk together about what these different titles mean and what they 
tell you about Jesus. Then read together today's Gospel, John 1:29-34. 
  

Consider how John the Baptist gives testimony to who Jesus is. Talk about what people might 
come to know about Jesus by observing your family life. Pray together that your family life will 
show others that Jesus is the Son of God, the lamb who takes away the sins of the world. Pray 
the Lord's Prayer. 
  
For more information and Sunday Connection resources visit:   
 

https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-
year/sunday-connection/second-sunday-in-ordinary-time-a-sunday-connection  

Sunday Gospel Connection:  January 19, 2020 
The Second Sunday in Ordinary Time — Cycle A 

John 1: 29-34 


