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Dates to Remember

e August 22: 4:00 PM Mass
e August 23: 9:00 AM Mass

e Reservations are required.
Space is limited.

e Please see our parish
website for more
information and links to
view Sunday or weekday
Masses online.

Who Do You Say
I Am?

Jesus asks his disciples
this question near
Caesarea Philippi. Simon
Peter answers: "You are
the Christ, the Son of
the Living God" (Mf.
16:16). Why does Jesus
want to know what
people think about him?
Jesus wants his disciples
to become aware of what
is hidden in their own
minds and hearts and to
give voice to their
conviction. At the same
time, however, he knows
that the judgment they
will express will not be
theirs alone, because it
will reveal what God has
poured into their hearts
by the grace of faith.
This is what faith is all
about! It is the
response of the free
human person to the
word of the living God.

— Pope St. John Paul IT

Twenty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time
Matthew 16: 13-20

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew.

Jesus went into the region of Caesarea Philippi and

he asked his disciples,

“Who do people say that the Son of Man 1s?”

They replied, “Some say John the Baptist, others Elijah,
still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.”

He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?”

Simon Peter said in reply,

“You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.”

Jesus said to him in reply,

“Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah.

For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my heavenly Father.
And so I say to you, you are Peter,

and upon this rock I will build my church,

and the gates of the netherworld shall not prevail against it.
I will give you the keys to the kingdom of heaven.

Whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven,;

and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.”
Then he strictly ordered his disciples

to tell no one that he was the Christ.

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Act of Faith

O my God, I firmly believe that you are one God
in three divine Persons,

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

I believe that your divine Son became man

and died for our sins, and that he will come

to judge the living and the dead.

I believe these and all the truths

which the holy Catholic Church teaches,
because you have revealed them,

who can neither deceive nor be deceived.

Amen.
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Sunday Gospel Connection: August 23,2020

Twenty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time — Cycle A
Matthew 16: 13-20

Gospel Background: It is important to read today's Gospel
and next week's Gospel as two parts of a single story. These
readings are a turning point in Matthew's Gospel. This week
we hear Jesus name Simon Peter as the rock upon which he
will build his Church. Next week we will hear Jesus call this
same Simon Peter "Satan" when he reacts negatively to Jesus'
prediction about his passion and death.

In today's Gospel, Jesus asks his disciples what people are
saying about his identity. The disciples indicate that most
people believe that Jesus 1s a prophet of Israel. Then Jesus
asks his disciples who they believe that he 1s. Simon Peter
answers, identifying Jesus as the Messiah, the Son of God.

Jesus commends Simon Peter for this profession of faith,
indicating that this insight has come from God. Because of Simon Peter's response, Jesus
calls him the "rock" upon which Jesus will build the Church. This is a word play on the
name Peter, which is the Greek word for "rock." Peter is then given special authority by
Jesus, a symbolic key to the Kingdom of Heaven. Peter will play an important role in the
early Christian community as a spokesperson and a leader.

In today's Gospel, Peter's recognition of Jesus' identity is credited to a revelation by God.
This will contrast sharply with Jesus' rebuke of Peter in next week's Gospel. When Peter
rejects Jesus' prediction of his passion and death, Peter is said to no longer be thinking as
God does but as humans do.

The use of the term church in today's Gospel is one of only three such occurrences in
Matthew's Gospel. Peter in this Gospel is being credited as the foundation for the Church, a
privilege granted to him because of his recognition of Jesus' identity. The Church continues
to be grounded in the faith that Jesus Christ is Lord.

Family Connection: Today's Gospel reminds us that the Church is built on the foundation
of faith in Jesus Christ. Peter announces the core of our faith, that Jesus is God's only Son.
The family, as the domestic church, has this same faith as its foundation.

As you gather together as a family, talk about people whose faith has helped you to be a
member of the Church and talk about what you have learned from leaders in our Church
today. Read together today's Gospel, Matthew 16:13-20. Talk about what you know about
Peter and his importance to the early Christian community. Talk about what we can learn
from Peter and his profession of faith about Jesus. Conclude in prayer together by praying

today's Psalm or an Act of Faith. (See pg. 1) _ I
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For more information and Sunday Connection resources visit: A Jesuit MINISTRY

https://[www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/21st-sunday-in-
ordinary-time-a-sunday-connection/




