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Dates to Remember 
 

 February 2:  Feast of the 
Presentation of the Lord   
Children’s Liturgy of the 
Word, 10:30 AM Mass 

 

 February 2:  Pancake 
Breakfast, 7:30-10:30 AM 

 

 February 3:  Memorial of  
St. Blaise 

 

 February 9:  Fifth Sunday in 
Ordinary Time — FCFF 
Liturgy & Formation 
Session, 8:00 - 10:30 AM 

                      The Ca thol ic  Community  of  D iv in e  Sa v ior  
 

The Presentation of the Lord       Luke 2: 22-40 
 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke. 
 

When the days were completed for their purification according to the law of 
Moses, Mary and Joseph took Jesus up to Jerusalem to present him to the 
Lord, just as it is written in the law of the Lord, 
Every male that opens the womb shall be consecrated to the Lord, 
and to offer the sacrifice of 
a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons, 
in accordance with the dictate in the law of the Lord. 
 

Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon. 
This man was righteous and devout, awaiting the consolation of Israel, 
and the Holy Spirit was upon him. 
It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he should not see death 
before he had seen the Christ of the Lord. 
He came in the Spirit into the temple; 
and when the parents brought in the child Jesus to perform the custom of 
the law in regard to him, he took him into his arms and blessed God, 
saying: 
 

“Now, Master, you may let your servant go in peace, according to your word, 
for my eyes have seen your salvation, which you prepared in the sight of all 
the peoples: a light for revelation to the Gentiles, 
and glory for your people Israel.” 
 

The child’s father and mother were amazed at what was said about him; 
and Simeon blessed them and said to Mary his mother, 
“Behold, this child is destined for the fall and rise of many in Israel, 
and to be a sign that will be contradicted 
--and you yourself a sword will pierce-- 
so that the thoughts of many hearts may be revealed.” 
There was also a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of 
Asher. She was advanced in years, having lived seven years with her 
husband after her marriage, and then as a widow until she was eighty-four. 
She never left the temple, but worshiped night and day with fasting and 
prayer. And coming forward at that very time, she gave thanks to God and 
spoke about the child to all who were awaiting the redemption of 
Jerusalem.  
 

When they had fulfilled all the prescriptions of the law of the Lord, they 
returned to Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. 
The child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom; and the favor of God 
was upon him. 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.   Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

Blessing of Throats 
 

Little is known about St. 
Blaise, whose feast day the 
Church celebrates on 
February 3rd.  We do know 
that Blaise was a bishop in 
Armenia and was martyred 
there about the year 316. 
 

According the legendary Acts 
of St. Blaise, written 400 
years after his death, a 
mother came to Bishop 
Blaise with her young son 
who had a fish bone lodged 
in his throat.  The boy was 
saved from choking to death 
when, at Blaise’s command, 
the boy coughed up the 
bone. 
 

Thus, St. Blaise has come to 
be known as the patron saint 
of diseases and ailments of 
the throat, and it is 
customary to have our 
throats blessed on his feast 
day with two blessed candles 
that are joined together in 
the form of a cross. 
 

To honor the feast of St. 
Blaise, the blessing of throats 
will be offered at each of our 
weekend liturgies on 
February 1 and 2. 
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This year the Feast of the Presentation of the Lord, 
always celebrated on February 2, occurs on a Sunday, 
and so takes precedence over the liturgy for the 
Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time.  
 

Gospel Background:  Today the Church celebrates 
the Feast of the Presentation of Jesus in the temple.  
The Presentation, which is celebrated 40 days after 
Christmas, is not mentioned in the other Gospels.  
Only Luke tells the story, most likely because he 
writes for Gentile Christians who are not familiar 
with the Jewish rite of presentation and purification.  
In addition, the intent of Luke’s Gospel is to show that 
God’s promise to Israel, fulfilled in Jesus, extends to 
Gentiles. 
 

Luke recognizes Joseph and Mary as faithful Jews 
who bring Jesus to the Temple in Jerusalem.  Here 
they present their firstborn son to the Lord.  Jesus is 
thus consecrated as required by the Law of Moses.  Present in the temple at this time are 
Simeon and Anna. Both are awaiting the restoration of God’s rule in Israel. 
 

Simeon had been promised by the Holy Spirit that he would see Christ the Lord, the 
Messiah, before he died.  The holy man immediately recognized the infant Jesus as the 
promised Savior, a “light for revelation to the Gentiles, and glory for your people Israel.”  
Anna also recognized Jesus as the fulfillment of the promise of redemption and spoke about 
him to all. 
 

Family Connection:  Discuss with the family the persons of Simeon and Anna as they 
meet Jesus. (Luke 2: 25–40)  
 

Because Simeon and Anna lived lives of prayer and fasting in the Temple, they were filled 
with the Spirit of God.  That is why they were able to identify Jesus as the Savior even 
though Jesus was only a baby.  To these two holy people, he was recognizable as the 
Redeemer who had been promised.  Simeon described Jesus as “a light for revelation to the 
Gentiles, and glory for your people Israel.” 
 

We too are called to recognize Jesus as Lord.  Together as a family discuss ways to recognize 
Jesus as Lord by praying and attending Mass, fasting, and serving others.  As a family, 
decide on one specific sacrifice you can make in order to alleviate the suffering or need of 
someone you know. 
 

For more information and Sunday Connection resources visit:   
 

https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-
year/sunday-connection/presentation-of-the-lord-sunday-connection  

Sunday Gospel Connection:  February 2, 2020 
Feast of The Presentation of the Lord 

Luke 2: 22-40 


