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Family Faith Focus 
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Dates to Remember 
 
 

 February 13:                
4:00 PM Mass 

 

 February 14:                     
9:00 AM Mass 

 

 February 17:            
Ash Wednesday 

 Masses at 7:30 AM & 
7:00 PM 

 

 Please see our parish 
website for reservation 
information and links 
to view Sunday or 
weekday Masses online. 

                      The Ca thol ic  Community  of  D iv in e  Sa v ior  
 

Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time       Mark 1: 40-45 
 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark. 
 

A leper came to Jesus and kneeling down begged him and said, 
“If you wish, you can make me clean.” 
Moved with pity, he stretched out his hand,  
touched him, and said to him,  
“I do will it. Be made clean.” 
The leprosy left him immediately, and he was made clean. 
Then, warning him sternly, he dismissed him at once.  
 

He said to him, “See that you tell no one anything, 
but go, show yourself to the priest  
and offer for your cleansing what Moses prescribed; 
that will be proof for them.” 
 

The man went away and began to publicize the whole matter. 
He spread the report abroad 
so that it was impossible for Jesus to enter a town openly. 
He remained outside in deserted places, 
and people kept coming to him from everywhere. 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 
Ash Wednesday Blessing 
 

Merciful God, 
you called us forth from the dust of the earth; 
you claimed us for Christ  
in the waters of Baptism. 
Look upon us as we enter these Forty Days 
bearing the mark of ashes, 
and bless our journey through the desert of Lent to the font of rebirth. 
 

May our fasting be hunger for justice; 
our alms a making of peace; 
our prayer, the chant of humble 
and grateful hearts. 
 

All that we do and pray is in 
the name of Jesus, 
for in his Cross you proclaim your love 
forever and ever.  Amen. 

Prayer for Vocations 
 

God, in Baptism you 
called me by name and 
made me a member of 
your people the Church. 
Help all your people to 
know their vocation in 
life, and to respond by 
living a life of holiness. 
For your greater glory 
and for the service of 
your people, raise up 
dedicated and generous 
leaders who will serve as 
sisters, priests, brothers, 
deacons, and lay 
ministers. 
 

Send your Spirit to guide 
and strengthen me that I 
may serve your people 
following the example of 
your Son, Jesus Christ, in 
whose name I offer this 
prayer. Amen. 
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Gospel Background:  In today's Gospel, we continue 
to hear Mark report the miraculous healings that Jesus 
performed in Galilee. The Gospel begins with Jesus 
healing a man with leprosy. Leprosy is a disfiguring, 
infectious skin disease that has been surrounded by 
many social and religious taboos throughout history. In 
1873, the cause of leprosy, also known as Hansen's 
disease, was identified. We now know that leprosy is 
caused by a bacterial infection. Although it is infectious, 
modern medical studies have shown that transmission is 
more difficult than previously thought. Since the 1940s, medical treatments have been available, and 
the patient no longer needs to be isolated once long-term treatment has begun. 
 

In Jesus' time, however, religious and social taboos dictated the behavior of those with leprosy and 
other skin diseases. The Law of Moses provided for the examination of skin diseases by the priests, 
and if leprosy was identified, the person was declared unclean. People with leprosy lived in isolation 
from the community. They were instructed to rip their clothes and to announce their presence with 
loud cries when moving in the community. If the sores of leprosy healed, the Law of Moses provided a 
purification rite that permitted the person to return to the community. 
 

In today's Gospel, the man with leprosy took the initiative, approaching Jesus and asking for healing. 
In doing so, the leper violated the religious customs of the day by approaching a person who was 
clean. His request to Jesus can be interpreted as a courageous and daring act. The confidence of the 
leper in Jesus' ability to heal him is evident in the words of his request. But his words can also be 
read as a challenge to Jesus, asking just how far Jesus was willing to extend himself in order to heal 
someone. While healing the man, Jesus touched him, which also violated established social norms. 
This is an important sign of the depth of Jesus' compassion for the man and an important statement 
about Jesus' interpretation of the Law of Moses. 
 

Although Jesus touched the leper, he did not break completely with the Law of Moses. He instructed 
the man not to tell anyone about the cure and told him to present himself to the priests as prescribed 
by the Law of Moses. The first instruction sounds nearly impossible to honor. Certainly, the man 
would want to share the good news of his healing, and his quick improvement would require an 
explanation. The second instruction honors the Law of Moses. 
 

Mark's Gospel tells us that after this healing, it became difficult for Jesus to travel freely. There are 
several possible explanations for this. There might have been concern about the repercussions of 
Jesus' breach of social and religious norms. In touching the man with leprosy, Jesus made himself 
unclean. Mark's narrative, however, leads to the conclusion that Jesus' movement was hampered by 
his popularity. Despite his instructions, the cured man spread the word about Jesus' healing power. 
Even when Jesus was in deserted places, people sought him out in search of his healing. 
 

(Continued on pg. 3) 

Sunday Gospel Connection:   February 14, 2021 
The Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time, Cycle B 

Mark 1: 40-45 
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(Continued from page 2) 
 

Family Connection:  Today's Gospel invites us to think about the choices we make as individuals 
and as a family. Jesus was faced with a choice in today's Gospel. By choosing to heal the man with 
leprosy, Jesus showed God's compassion for the sick and the outcast. The man knew that Jesus had a 
choice and that Jesus could reject his request. He may have expected that Jesus would not help him. 
The social taboos regarding leprosy certainly gave him little on which to base his hope. In the person 
of the man with leprosy, we see an image of all those in need. The sick and the outcast of our world 
are watching us, to see if we as Christians will choose to extend ourselves to others in need of healing 
and compassion. 
 

Gather with your family and talk about some of the choices you have made as a family. (where to go 
on vacation, what activities to do together, how to spend our evenings, and so on) How does your 
family go about making these decisions? What do your choices communicate to others about your 
family's values? In today's Gospel, Jesus was faced with a choice. Read today's Gospel, Mark 1:40-45. 
In choosing to heal the man with leprosy, Jesus chose to show God's compassion and mercy. All our 
choices reflect our faith, and others are watching. Conclude in prayer together, asking God to help 
your family show compassion to others in your family decisions. Pray together today's Psalm, Psalm 
32, or pray the Prayer for Vocations.   (See pg. 1) 
 

For more information and Sunday Connection resources visit:   
 

https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/sixth-sunday-of-
ordinary-time-b-sunday-connection/ 
 

Ash Wednesday — February 17 
 

Ash Wednesday marks the beginning Lent, the liturgical season of repentance 
and renewal.  It’s a time to let go of the excesses in our lives and make room 
for the Lord, a time to be renewed in the faith of our baptism, to ready 
ourselves once again to celebrate the paschal mystery, the death and 
resurrection of Christ. 
 

When we hear the words, “Remember you are dust, and to dust you shall 
return,” we are reminded that we are God’s creation and are made for Him.  Our lives are meant to 
lead us back to the God who created us, the God who sent his Son into the world to show us the 
Father’s love and the way to salvation.  Lent is a time to recognize that we are a sinful people, yet 
loved unconditionally by a God who invites us each day to let go of all that separates us from Him and 
be open to His loving presence in our lives.  
 

Receiving ashes is a sacramental action, a sign and a commitment to “Turn away from sin, and be 
faithful to the Gospel.”  More important, though, than any sign or symbol of our faith, is the real 
presence of Jesus in Word and Sacrament offered to us in the Eucharist, and so we come to church on 
Ash Wednesday, not just to receive ashes, but to receive the Body and Blood of Christ, to celebrate the 
“source and summit” of our Catholic faith. 
 

Ashes will be distributed during the Eucharistic liturgies celebrated at Divine Savior on 
February 17 — at 7:30 AM,  and at 7:00 PM.   
 

We invite our families who are able to this year to come to celebrate the Eucharist with us on Ash 
Wednesday and to receive ashes, a sign of our renewed commitment to the Lord during this Lenten 
season. 



Today’s readings: Joel 2:12–18; Psalm 51:3–4, 5–6ab, 
12–13, 14 and 17; 2 Corinthians 5:20—6:2; Matthew 6:1–6, 
16–18. As the Church begins a period marked by prayer, 
fasting, and almsgiving, we hear Jesus teach us how we are 
to fast. Jesus tells us that our observance should be hidden, 
and that it will be seen by our Father, who sees what is hid-
den. And yet we wear our penitence marked upon our fore-
heads for all to see.

Jesus mentions that the “hypocrites” look gloomy and 
neglect their appearance because they seek social affir-
mation of their holiness. It is easy to judge these people 
of long ago and even easier to judge people we know. 
Is what they do so foreign to us? All of us desire to belong, 
to be embraced, to be part of a community.

The prophet Joel calls us to the kind of community we 
seek; rather than running after superficial approval, he calls 
all to a communal work, the great fast. When we look at the 
world around us, just like Joel, we see that everything is not 
as it should be. We recognize that the world is in dire need 
of God’s mercy, love, and forgiveness. Joel calls us to rend 
our hearts. Let us blow the horn and gather the people to ask 
for God’s mercy and forgiveness on behalf of a broken 
world. Marked with the sign of ashes, together we go into 
the world to be a sign of its impending redemption.

How is God calling you to respond to the world’s bro-
kenness this Lent? 

Wednesday, February 17, 2021
Called Together for a Broken World 

Even Now
O God,
you show yourself throughout the ages 

as gracious, merciful, slow to anger,
 abounding in steadfast love.
You give us not what we deserve but turn 

your face toward us
and rain down your blessings upon us.
Even now you call us to return to you.

Help us to answer you.
Give us the strength that we need
to look at a broken world and respond,
that in loving one another we can love 

as you love,
boundlessly and with compassion.
We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Ash Wednesday
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This Week at Home  

Monday, February 15 
Prayer 
We know that relationships cannot thrive without the gifts of 
time and attention. When we pray, we give this same time 
and attention to our most important relationship. Prayer is 
talking, but also listening. Determine a space in your day to 
carve out additional time and attention for prayer this Lent. 
Today’s readings: Genesis 4:1–15, 25; Psalm 50:1 and 8, 
16bc–17, 20–21; Mark 8:11–13.

Tuesday, February 16
Almsgiving
What does the world need? It can be a pretty overwhelming 
list. We know that we live in a world where many things are 
not as they should be. When you look at the world around 
you, what breaks your heart? What makes you outraged? 
These feelings can be a way that God calls you to live out the 
call you received at your baptism. Pay attention to what you 
feel passionately about, and then respond by being God’s love 
in the world. Today’s readings: Genesis 6:5–8; 7:1–5, 10; 
Psalm 29:1a and 2, 3ac–4, 3b and 9c–10; Mark 8:14–21.

Wednesday, February 17
Fasting
When discussing the found sheep with a group of children, 
the topic of the ninety-nine left in the wilderness came up. 
One child said, “They have to fast from the Shepherd’s pres-
ence in order for the flock to be whole again.” Another child 
chimed in, “But they don’t mind! They are glad to do it! That’s 
how much they want everyone to be together.” When the 
Church fasts together, we do so because we live in an in-
between time: Jesus has ascended to the Father, he has not yet 
come again. We fast in anticipation of Jesus’ arrival, when 
there will be no more sorrow, tears, and pain. We fast will-
ingly because we want our broken world to be whole. Today’s 
readings: Joel 2:12–18; Psalm 51:3–4, 5–6ab, 12–13, 14 and 
17; 2 Corinthians 5:20—6:2; Matthew 6:1–6, 16–18.

Thursday, February 18 
In Surrender, Freedom 
When we surrender our will to the will of God, we find free-
dom. It is a paradox that denying ourselves makes us free. 
Yet very often, we want what is not good for us. In our striv-
ing, we can gain the whole world and lose ourselves. Copy 
these words: take up your cross and follow me. As you look 
at the statement, ask yourself what crosses you face. How 
would your life change if you embraced your crosses rather 
than avoided them? Today’s readings: Deuteronomy 30:15–20; 
Psalm 1:1–2, 3, 4 and 6; Luke 9:22–25.

Friday, February 19
Act with Justice
The words of Isaiah direct our fast to the service of justice. 
We hear that the fast pleasing to the Lord is one that sets the 
oppressed free, feeds the hungry, brings homeless people into 
our homes, and clothes the naked. Think about one issue of 
justice that particularly touches your heart and get involved. 
You could serve at a soup kitchen, work at a homeless shelter, 
or host a baby shower for a local pregnant woman in need. 
This fast prepares us for the heavenly feast, where God shall 
wipe every tear from our eyes and his kingdom will have no 
end. Today’s readings: Isaiah 58:1–9a; Psalm 51:3–4, 
5–6ab, 18–19; Matthew 9:14–15.

Saturday, February 20 
Follow Me
When Jesus told Levi “Follow me,” Levi’s response was 
clear: “leaving everything behind, he got up and followed 
him.” Levi was probably no stranger to the judgments of the 
holy people of his day since tax collectors were reviled for 
collaborating with the Romans. Judgment never called Levi 
to a new way of living. What did? An encounter with a per-
son who offered relationship and love. What joy Levi must 
have felt to offer a banquet at his home for Jesus, to be for-
given. Spend time in prayer thinking about what you must 
leave behind in order to respond to the call to follow Jesus. 
Isaiah 58:9b–14; Psalm 86:1–2, 3–4, 5–6; Luke 5:27–32.
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