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Dates to Remember 
 

 March 8:  Second Sunday of 
Lent — FCFF Liturgy & 
Formation Session, 8:00 - 
10:30 AM 

 

 March 8:  Lenten Mission, 7:00 
PM at OLMC 

 

 March 9:  Lenten Mission, 7:00 
PM at OLMC 

 

 March 10, Lenten Mission, 7:00 
PM at OLMC 

 

 March 15:  Third Sunday of 
Lent — Children’s Liturgy of 
the Word, 10:30 AM 

                      The Ca thol ic  Community  of  D iv in e  Sa v ior  
 

Second Sunday of Lent 
         Matthew 17: 1-9 
 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew. 
 

Jesus took Peter, James, and John his brother,  
and led them up a high mountain by themselves. 
And he was transfigured before them;  
his face shone like the sun  
and his clothes became white as light. 
And behold, Moses and Elijah appeared to them, 
conversing with him. 
Then Peter said to Jesus in reply,  
"Lord, it is good that we are here. 
If you wish, I will make three tents here,  
one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah." 
While he was still speaking, behold, 
a bright cloud cast a shadow over them,  
then from the cloud came a voice that said,  
"This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased; 
listen to him." 
When the disciples heard this, they fell prostrate 
and were very much afraid. 
But Jesus came and touched them, saying, 
"Rise, and do not be afraid." 
And when the disciples raised their eyes,  
they saw no one else but Jesus alone. 
 

As they were coming down from the mountain, 
Jesus charged them, 
"Do not tell the vision to anyone  
until the Son of Man has been raised from the dead."  
 

The Gospel of the Lord.   Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
 

    From the shining cloud 
 the Father’s voice is heard: 

This is my beloved Son, hear him. 

Jesus Transfigured 
 

Jesus reveals himself as 
the perfect icon of the 
Father, the radiance of his 
glory.  He is the 
fulfillment of revelation; 
that is why beside him 
appear Moses and Elijah; 
they represent the Law 
and the Prophets, so as to 
signify that everything 
finishes and begins in 
Jesus, in his passion and in 
his glory.  With Peter, 
James, and John we too 
climb the Mount of the 
Transfiguration today and 
stop in contemplation of 
the face of Jesus to 
retrieve the message and 
translate it into our lives; 
for we too can be 
transfigured by Love.  In 
reality, love is capable of 
transfiguring everything.   
Love transfigures all! 

— Pope Francis 
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Gospel Background:  For the second Sunday of Lent, we move 
from Jesus' retreat to the desert to his Transfiguration. Each year on 
the first Sunday of Lent, our Gospel tells the story of Jesus' 
temptation in the desert. On the second Sunday of Lent each year, we 
hear the story of Jesus' Transfiguration. 
 

The story of Jesus' Transfiguration is told in the three Synoptic 
Gospels: Matthew, Mark, and Luke. In each of those Gospels, the 
Transfiguration follows Jesus' first prediction of his death and his 
teaching about the costs of discipleship. Jesus' Transfiguration is a 
promise of Jesus' glory, his Resurrection. 
 

On a mountain in today's reading, a voice affirms that Jesus is God's 
Son in words reminiscent of the voice at Jesus' baptism. In addition, 
the appearance of Moses and Elijah on the mountain connects this 
story with God's relationship to the people of Israel. Moses and Elijah 
represent the Law and the Prophets, respectively. Together with Jesus, they represent God's 
complete Word. 
 

The Transfiguration occurs in the presence of just three of Jesus' disciples: Peter, James, and John. 
In Matthew's Gospel, those disciples are among the first whom Jesus calls. The three men are 
identified as an “inner circle” among Jesus' disciples when Jesus asks them to accompany him to the 
Garden of Gethsemane just before his arrest. 
 

Family Connection:  As a family, talk about some of your times of highs and lows. How have you 
been able to use the good times and experiences to sustain you in the difficult ones? Jesus' 
Transfiguration may have been an event from which Peter, James, and John drew courage when 
they faced the difficult events of Jesus' Passion. Read together today's Gospel, Matthew 17:1-9. Pray 
a prayer of thanksgiving for the good times and experiences that your family has had together. Pray 
that your family will use these experiences to sustain you during times of difficulty. Close by praying 
today's psalm, Psalm 33.  
 

For more information and Sunday Connection resources visit:   
 

https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-
year/sunday-connection/second-sunday-of-lent-cycle-a-sunday-connection  
 

Psalm 33 
 

R. ) Lord, let your mercy be on us, as we place our trust in you. 
 

Upright is the word of the LORD, and all his works are trustworthy. 
He loves justice and right; of the kindness of the LORD the earth is full. 
R. ) Lord, let your mercy be on us, as we place our trust in you. 
 
See, the eyes of the LORD are upon those who fear him, upon those who hope for his kindness, 
To deliver them from death and preserve them in spite of famine. 
R. ) Lord, let your mercy be on us, as we place our trust in you. 
 
Our soul waits for the LORD, who is our help and our shield. 
May your kindness, O LORD, be upon us who have put our hope in you. 
R. ) Lord, let your mercy be on us, as we place our trust in you. 

Sunday Gospel Connection:  March 8, 2020 
The Second Sunday of Lent, Cycle A 

Matthew 17: 1-9 
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FAMILY CENTERED FAITH 
FORMATION 

  LENTEN FOOD DRIVE 
St. Eulalia’s, our sharing parish is beginning preparations 
for their summer program. They expect to serve about 160 campers. 
Below are some items that are in high need for this program. They are asking for 
our support. 
 

ITEMS NEEDED: 
 

Individual small bags of goldfish crackers, fruit snacks, animal crackers, granola 
bars, graham crackers, popcorn, Cheez it crackers, Ritz crackers, veggie straws, 
and small boxes of cereals. 
Can you help by providing some items? The collection will begin March 14th until 
April 5th. Please leave items in the designated space in the vestibule. 
Thank you for your generosity!  
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Today’s Readings: Genesis 12:1–4a; Psalm 33:4–5, 18–19, 
20, 22; 2 Timothy 1:8b–10; Matthew 17:1–9. The beginning 
of Abram’s story is the beginning of the covenant relation-
ship between humankind and God. Abram, who barely 
knows the Lord at this point, decides to trust this mysterious 
God. He leaves all that is familiar to him to set out for a new 
homeland. He would face frightening challenges along the 
way, but he would continue to trust in God’s hidden plan.

Peter should have known God far better than Abram 
ever did. Peter spent months with God’s own Son, yet this 
disciple had no clearer idea of where God was leading them 
than Abram did. When Jesus is transformed, Peter thinks 
the end of the ages has come, the decisive turning point in 

human history when God raises up the just and glorifies his 
chosen one. In response, Peter stops going forward. He sug-
gests they all stay on that mountain. He does not understand 
that Jesus still faces the hardest part of his mission. Peter 
also is yet to realize his mission and cross.

In our Second Reading, we hear that God’s grace has 
been manifest and our salvation brought to light. 
Nevertheless, the way forward may often be unclear. We 
may fear what lies ahead. Lent is a time to share those fears 
with God and to draw strength from the season’s disciplines 
and from the witness of others so that we will “bear our 
share of hardship” and keep moving forward.

Sunday, March 8, 2020
Moving Forward

Listen to Him
Heavenly Father,
by turning to your Son in faith
and answering his call to holiness,
all the communities of the earth find 

blessing.
Help us listen to your beloved Son,
especially when other voices also call out 

to us.
Attune our ears to the words he speaks.

Open our hearts in mercy, humility, 
compassion, and love.

Give us courage and wisdom
to set forth from places that are familiar
and go where you send us,
to walk steadily forward,
confident that our final destination is your 

eternal kingdom.
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Second Sunday of Lent
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This Week at Home
Monday, March 9
God’s Standard
The prayer in the First Reading confesses the failure of God’s 
people to stay faithful to him. When they behaved no better 
than other nations, God let his people be scattered among 
those nations. God demands that his people live by a higher 
standard, as we hear in the Gospel passage. God, whose 
mercy overflows, expects us to treat others with that same 
remarkable compassion. In what specific way can you share 
God’s compassion today? Today’s Readings: Daniel 9:4b–10; 
Psalm 79:8, 9, 11 and 13; Luke 6:36–38.

Tuesday, March 10
Reversals
Isaiah’s warning is vivid: God will allow his people to be 
struck down if they do not repent of their wrongdoing, leaving 
them as blood-red as their sins. Jesus also speaks about rever-
sals: true disciples serve others rather than seek honor and 
privileges for themselves. Make a list of people who radically 
changed their lives for Christ. What do their stories teach 
you? Today’s Readings: Isaiah 1:10, 16–20; Psalm 50:8–9, 
16bc–17, 21 and 23; Matthew 23:1–12.

Wednesday, March 11
Misunderstood
Jesus and Jeremiah both spoke for God and suffered greatly 
for it. Jeremiah laments that his enemies are waiting for him 
to speak one wrong word so that they can declare him a false 
prophet and get rid of him. Jesus tells how he, too, will 
be rejected by his people. Jesus’ words seem lost on his dis-
ciples, who want the very honor and glory that he warns 
them against seeking. Perhaps they simply did not like what 
Jesus was telling them. What is Jesus saying to you that you 
find hard to accept? Today’s Readings: Jeremiah 18:18–20; 
Psalm 31:5–6, 14, 15–16; Matthew 20:17–28.

Thursday, March 12
What Is in Our Hearts?
God knows what is in our hearts far better than we do. God 
knows who is growing in holiness and who is dying “in a 
lava waste.” The rich man never bothered to probe his heart, 
much less open it in love to Lazarus. Even in death, the rich 
man puts himself before the beggar, for he asks Abraham to 
send Lazarus for water, as if Lazarus were a servant. Open 
your heart to God. Ask God to show you the people you fail 
to love and what you can do to serve them. Today’s Readings: 
Jeremiah 17:5–10; Psalm 1:1–2, 3, 4 and 6; Luke 16:19–31.

Friday, March 13
The End of Rejection
Despite the terrible action his brothers take, Joseph eventu-
ally forgives them and even saves them during a famine. The 
religious leaders who try to arrest Jesus might also have 
envied him because the crowds were surrounding Jesus 
instead of them. Finally, these leaders get rid of Jesus, only 
to hear that he rose from the dead. It was not too late for 
them to be forgiven and to share in the new life God offered 
in his Son. Pray for or talk with someone who needs to hear 
that God loves and forgives them. Today’s Readings: Genesis 
37:3–4, 12–13a, 17b–28a; Psalm 105:16–17, 18–19, 20–21; 
Matthew 21:33–43, 45–46.

Saturday, March 14
Prodigal Love
Our God who delights in clemency is like the father who 
watches for his younger son’s return. The father’s love is 
extravagant. First, he pours love out on the son who took 
from him and left, and then he pours his love upon the son 
who speaks of him with resentment and contempt. We are far 
stingier with our love, preferring to love only those who seem 
to deserve it. Take part in the Sacrament of Reconciliation 
and rejoice that God shows his love abundantly. Today’s 
Readings: Micah 7:14–15, 18–20; Psalm 103:1–2, 3–4, 
9–10, 11–12; Luke 15:1–3, 11–32.
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