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                      The Ca thol ic  Community  of  D iv in e  Sa v ior  
 
 

 
 

United in Jesus, 
the Vine of Life 

 

Jesus is the vine, and 
through him—like the sap 
in the tree—the very love 
of God, the Holy Spirit is 
passed to the branches, 
and through this parable, 
Jesus wants us to 
understand the 
importance of remaining 
united to him.  The 
branches are not self-
sufficient, but depend 
totally on the vine, in 
which the source of their 
life is found.  So it is with 
us.  Grafted by baptism 
into Christ, we have 
freely received the gift 
of new life from him.  And 
thanks to the Church, we 
are able to remain in vital 
communion with Christ 
and grow in intimacy with 
the Lord through prayer, 
listening and docility to 
his Word, participation in 
the sacraments, especially 
the Eucharist and 
Reconciliation. 
 

—Pope Francis 

Fifth Sunday of Easter                   John 15: 1-8 
 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John. 
 

Jesus said to his disciples: 
“I am the true vine, and my Father is the vine grower. 
He takes away every branch in me that does not bear fruit, 
and every one that does he prunes so that it bears more fruit. 
You are already pruned because of the word that I spoke to you. 
Remain in me, as I remain in you. 
Just as a branch cannot bear fruit on its own 
unless it remains on the vine, 
so neither can you unless you remain in me. 
I am the vine, you are the branches. 
Whoever remains in me and I in him will bear much fruit, 
because without me you can do nothing. 
Anyone who does not remain in me 
will be thrown out like a branch and wither; 
people will gather them and throw them into a fire 
and they will be burned. 
If you remain in me and my words remain in you, 
ask for whatever you want and it will be done for you. 
By this is my Father glorified, 
that you bear much fruit and become my disciples.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
                  God Bless Our Children  
                  Receiving First Eucharist 

 
 

Congratulations to our families whose daughters and sons 
will be welcomed to the Table of Jesus at their First 
Eucharist this Sunday, May 2, at 11:00 AM.  Please 
remember these children in your prayers on this special day as they join  
our parish family at the Lord’s Table where we come to be fed and 
nourished by the Bread of Life.   

   Nevyn Byrd         Michael Lala  Adela Rusak 
   Noel Byrd        Nicholas Lala  Alanna Tanny 
   Sofia Bulmash       Kylie O’Leary  J Thesen 
   Elizabeth Gibbons       Sebastian Palazzo Marcello Valadez 
   Angelica Jurado       Gian Reyes  Ariel Villanueva 

Family Faith Focus 
Dates to Remember 

 

 May 1:  4:00 PM Mass 
 

 May 2:  9:00 AM Mass 
 

 Please see our parish website 
for reservation information 
and links to view Sunday or 
weekday Masses online. 
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Gospel Background:  Today's reading from the Gospel of John 
is part of Jesus' discourse at the Last Supper. Recall that John tells 
the story of Jesus' Last Supper differently from the other 
Evangelists. In John's Gospel, the Last Supper begins with Jesus 
washing his disciples' feet. Jesus then provides them with a series of 
instructions. We call this section the Last Supper discourse or Jesus' 
farewell discourse. In these chapters of John's Gospel, Jesus 
instructs his disciples about the importance of following his example 
of love and service, about the gift they will receive when Jesus sends 
them the Holy Spirit, and about their relationship with Jesus and with the world. The Last Supper 
discourse concludes with Jesus' prayer for his disciples. 
 

Today's Gospel reading is taken from middle of the Last Supper discourse. Jesus speaks about his 
relationship to his disciples. In his metaphor of the vine and the branches, Jesus is referencing the Hebrew 
Scriptures. In the Hebrew Scriptures, Israel is the vineyard, and Yahweh himself tends the vineyard. One 
of the primary themes of John's Gospel is to show Jesus to be the fulfillment of God's promises to Israel. 
 

In this passage, Jesus teaches his disciples that his relationship with them will not end after his death; he 
will remain with them always. This unity between Jesus and his disciples is the basis for their ability to 
continue to do the work that he began. Similarly, Jesus' presence with us through the Gift of the Holy 
Spirit enables us to continue the work of love and reconciliation that he began. 
 

Jesus also teaches his disciples about the importance of the words he has taught to them. Just as Jesus will 
remain in the disciples, so too will his words. We come to know Jesus through the Scriptures, the living 
Word of God. Our commitment to be Christ's disciples is sustained through God's Word. This commitment 
is also strengthened by our life of prayer and nourished by the Eucharist. Through the Eucharist, Jesus 
dwells in us, remains with us, and transforms us so that we might bear fruit in his name. 
 

We observe many people who act in ways that show their commitment to serve their neighbor. Christians 
and non-Christians feed the hungry, care for the sick, shelter the homeless, and give alms to the poor. 
These actions become acts of Christian discipleship when they are motivated by our relationship with 
Jesus. Whatever the immediate results, Jesus promises us that these actions will bear fruit when we 
undertake them in his name. 
 

Family Connection:  The goal of our life of prayer is to increase our awareness that Jesus lives with 
us always. Prayer is more than a dialogue with God; prayer is a lifting of our minds and hearts to God so 
that God might dwell and act within us and through us. The pinnacle of our life of prayer is our 
communion with Jesus in the Eucharist. Through this sacrament, we receive Jesus himself, and 
he remains with us. Our life of prayer and our union with Jesus will lead us to fruitful service to others. 
 

Place a plant in your gathering space. Invite everyone to look at the plant, noting the connection between 
the plant and its leaves. Talk about the integral connection between all the parts of a healthy plant. 
Introduce today's Gospel by saying that Jesus talked about his relationship to his disciples using this 
metaphor. Read today's Gospel, John 15:1-8. Talk about the ways in which we are invited to relate to Jesus 
as his disciples today—prayer, Scripture, the Eucharist, and so on. When we do these things, Jesus 
promises to remain with us and to lead us to serve others well. Pray together that we will continue to be 
attentive and open to Jesus as he works in our lives today. Pray together the Acts of Faith, Hope, and Love.   
 

For more information and Sunday Connection resources visit: 
 

https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/liturgical-year/sunday-
connection/fifth-sunday-of-easter-cycle-b-sunday-connection/ 

Sunday Gospel Connection:  May 2, 2021 
Fifth Sunday of Easter, Cycle B 

John 15: 1-8 



PAGE 3 FAMILY FAITH FOCUS VOLUME 9 ,  ISSUE 40 

 

Earth Day Clean-up Project 
 

A group of our Divine Savior families, led by Kristen 
Suwanski from our music ministry staff, gathered at a 
forest preserve this past Sunday to commemorate Earth 
Day by picking up trash.  Together they cleaned up Busse 
Woods in Elk Grove Village.  The kids also had fun doing 
a scavenger hunt, and were even able to find a $20 bill!  
And in the spirit of the day, they donated the money to 
the Friends of the Forest Preserves organization.  What a 
wonderful way for our children and their parents to get involved in recognizing how 
important it is to take care of our environment! 
 

 



Today’s readings: Acts 9:26–31; Psalm 22:26–27, 28, 30, 
31–32; 1 John 3:18–24; John 15:1–8. “Remain in me as I 
remain in you.” These words from the Gospel relay that the 
same life that flows through the vine is also in the branches.

Through the sacraments we receive the gift of God’s 
own life. The image of the branches, sustained by the life of 
the vine, enables us to meditate more deeply on what that 
life means. Nourished by grace, we bear fruit. The healthier 
the vine, the more fruit it will bear. Yet none of us is in iso-
lation. Each of us is intimately close to Jesus and to one 
another. What happens to one affects all. 

When we build up the vine, the Body of Christ, we are 
doing what Jesus has asked: we are remaining in his love. 
The key question is how to do so. 

When one part of the vine is suffering, all parts suffer. 
When one person among us is without food or medical care 
or companionship, all are affected. When one person rejects 
participation in the life of the vine, the vine itself is lacking. 
When we love, we create space for the other person to grow. 
When we love self-sacrificially, as Jesus does, we are like the 
grain of wheat that dies to itself so as to bear fruit.

Meditate on the image of the vine and the branches. 
Consider what it means to be so closely connected to one 
another as a vine is to its branches. Does that change your 
image of your relationship with Christ and other members of 
the Body of Christ? Perhaps you might choose to copy the 
Scripture or to draw the vine. This may help you consider 
what it might mean for your life to bear fruit.

May 2, 2021
Bearing Fruit

Help Us Remain
Father,
you are the vine grower, who cultivates 

the true vine,
nourishing it and pruning it 
and keeping it in good health.
You graft us onto the vine
on the day of our baptism,
and you sustain us. 

Help us to keep the commandment to remain 
in your love.

Bring about much fruit in us.
And united by the divine love we receive, 
bring us more deeply into relationship with 

you and one another.
We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Fifth Sunday of Easter
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This Week at Home
Monday, May 3
Feast of Sts. Philip and James
Sts. Philip and James were apostles, and in their example we 
see what it means to follow Jesus. In the Gospel, Jesus’ 
response to Philip’s statements help us come to a greater 
understanding of our discipleship. After the resurrection, 
Jesus appeared to the apostles and commissioned them to go 
out to spread the Good News. How can your life, like theirs, 
be a witness to the Gospel? Today’s readings: 1 Corinthians 
15:1–8; Psalm 19:2–3, 4–5; John 14:6–14.

Tuesday, May 4
A Path of Love
“Do not let your hearts be troubled or afraid.” These words 
of Jesus seem particularly relevant to our world, where there 
appear to be dangers everywhere. When decisions are based 
on fear rather than love, we often find ourselves led to places 
we do not want to go. Jesus’ life was guided by love. He 
instructs us that this is the map for us as well. Today’s read-
ings: Acts 14:19–28; Psalm 145:10–11, 12–13ab, 21; John 
14:27–31a.

Wednesday, May 5
There with Us
Consider the words of Jesus: “ask for whatever you want and 
it will be done for you.” Does this mean that we will always 
get our heart’s desire? In Psalm 23, we hear that, because the 
Lord is our shepherd, there is nothing that we lack. Do you 
have everything you need? Be assured, God will be there 
whenever a person turns to him in their trouble. How can you 
accompany others in their time of trouble, as Jesus accompa-
nies us? Today’s readings: Acts 15:1–6; Psalm 122:1–2, 
3–4ab, 4cd–5; John 15:1–8.

Thursday, May 6
Remain in My Love
Jesus invites us into relationship. He invites us to remain in 
his love, and he tells us how: keep his commandments. By 
doing this, he says, “your joy will be complete.” Joy is differ-
ent than happiness. Joy endures while happiness is fleeting. 
Our joy will be complete when we choose the way of love. 
Today’s readings: Acts 15:7–21; Psalm 96:1–2a, 2b–3, 10; 
John 15:9–11.

Friday, May 7
Love One Another
How can we love as Jesus loves? Jesus tells us what we 
must do: lay down our lives. Do you think he means this lit-
erally? Some might be called to martyrdom, but many will 
not be. Jesus tells us that self-sacrifice is at the heart of what 
it means to love. When we turn away from selfishness and 
self-centeredness, even in small ways, when we act with 
mercy and forgiveness, we are loving as Jesus loves. Today’s 
readings: Acts 15:22–31; Psalm 57:8–9, 10 and 12; John 
15:12–17.

Saturday, May 8
Challenging the World’s Values
Jesus predicts that his way of love will challenge those who 
place first the things the world values. Christianity is coun-
tercultural. How can you help others to make decisions based 
on love, not fear? Supporting women in crises pregnancies 
is a way for love to cast out fear. Standing up for the rights 
of immigrants also rejects fear because it says that the goods 
of creation are intended for all. We do not have to worry that 
there will not be enough. We do not need to be afraid of 
people different from us. Today’s readings: Acts 16:1–10; 
Psalm 100:1b–2, 3, 5; John 15:18–21.
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