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Dates to Remember 
 

 

 December 15:  FCFF 
Liturgy and 
Formation Session, 
8:00-10:00 AM 

 

 December 17:   
Confirmation Prep. 
Session,  6:30-7:45 PM 

 

 December 21:  Simbang 
Gabi Mass & Celebration, 
4:00 PM 

 

 December 22:  Fourth 
Sunday of Advent — 
Children’s Liturgy of 
the Word, 10:30 AM 
Mass 

 

 December 24:  
Christmas Eve Family 
Liturgy, 3:30 PM 

 

 December 25:  
Christmas Day, Masses at 
8:00 AM & 10:30 AM 

                      The Ca thol ic  Community  of  D iv in e  Sa v ior  
 

Third Sunday of Advent   Matthew 11: 2-11 
 
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew. 
 

When John the Baptist heard in prison of the works of the Christ,  
he sent his disciples to Jesus with this question,  
“Are you the one who is to come, 
or should we look for another?” 
Jesus said to them in reply,  
“Go and tell John what you hear and see:  
the blind regain their sight,  
the lame walk, 
lepers are cleansed,  
the deaf hear, 
the dead are raised, 
and the poor have the good news proclaimed to them. 
And blessed is the one who takes no offense at me.” 
 

As they were going off, 
Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John,  
“What did you go out to the desert to see? 
A reed swayed by the wind? 
Then what did you go out to see? 
Someone dressed in fine clothing? 
Those who wear fine clothing are in royal palaces. 
Then why did you go out? To see a prophet? 
Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. 
This is the one about whom it is written: 
Behold, I am sending my messenger ahead of you; 
he will prepare your way before you. 
Amen, I say to you, 
among those born of women  
there has been none greater than John the Baptist;  
yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.”  
 
The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

  
Rejoice in the Lord always; again I say, rejoice! 

Indeed, the Lord is near! 

Let Us Pray 
 

God of Love, 
Your son, Jesus, is your 
greatest gift to us. 
 

He is a sign of your 
love. 
 

Help us walk in that 
love during the weeks 
of Advent, 
As we wait and prepare 
for his coming. 
 

We pray in the name of 
Jesus, our Savior. 
 

Amen. 
—Advent Family Prayer 
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Gospel Background:  The third Sunday of Advent is 
traditionally called Gaudete Sunday. Gaudete is the Latin 
word meaning “rejoice.” This Sunday is so named because 
“Rejoice” is the first word in the entrance antiphon for today's 
Mass taken from Philippians 4:4,5: “Rejoice in the Lord 
always; again I say, rejoice! The Lord is near.” Some people 
mark this Sunday on their Advent wreath with a pink candle 
instead of a purple candle. This Sunday is a joyful reminder 
that our salvation is near. 
 

This week's Gospel Reading continues our Advent reflection on 
the person and message of John the Baptist. Last week we heard John speak about his 
relationship to the coming Messiah, Jesus. This week, we hear Jesus' message to John the 
Baptist, now in prison, about the signs of the kingdom found in Jesus' ministry and Jesus' 
assessment of John's role in the Kingdom of God. 
 

The Gospel of Matthew tells the story of John's arrest in chapter 14:3-12. In today's Gospel, 
John sends word to Jesus from prison, asking if Jesus is the Messiah for whom he has been 
waiting. Jesus responds by pointing to the miracles that he has worked and invites John and 
the other hearers to make their own determination. In his next breath, however, Jesus 
praises John for his role in preparing the way for Jesus. Then Jesus says that all of those 
who work for the Kingdom of God will be as great as John and even greater. 
 

Jesus' message to John about the signs of the kingdom being performed recalls the salvation 
described by the prophet Isaiah. This passage is a reminder that the beginning of salvation 
is already mysteriously present to us, but also yet to be fulfilled. Salvation is already in our 
midst as manifest in the miraculous deeds of Jesus and in the Church. But salvation is also 
to be fulfilled in the coming reign of God. Even as we observe our world today, we can find 
glimpses of God's work among us. Even more, we help to prepare the way for God's kingdom 
by our words and our deeds. This message is indeed a cause for rejoicing. 
 

Family Connection:  It is easy to look at our world and become discouraged by the 
apparent absence of God and signs of God's salvation. Advent, however, is a season of hope, 
in which we acknowledge that salvation is both mysteriously present, even in our world, and 
yet to be fulfilled. 
 

Read together today's Gospel. Think about John's question to Jesus: Are you the One? Jesus 
does not answer directly, but points to the signs of the kingdom present in his midst. 
 

Together as a family, look through the newspaper for signs of hope that God is at work in 
our world. Pray that the world will know God's salvation by praying together the Lord's 
Prayer. 
 

For more information and Sunday Connection resources visit:   
 

https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-
year/sunday-connection/third-sunday-of-advent-cycle-a-sunday-

Sunday Gospel Connection:  December 15, 2019 
Third Sunday of Advent, Cycle A 

Matthew 11: 2-11 
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O Antiphons 
 

The O Antiphons are prayed on 
the seven days before Christmas 
Eve during Evening Prayer.  Each 
antiphon begins with O and 
addresses Jesus by a title that 
refers to Isaiah’s prophesy about 
the Messiah.  The Advent hymn, “ O Come, O Come 
Emmanuel “ is based on the O Antiphons. 
 
 

December 17: O Wisdom of our God Most High, 
  guiding creation with power and love: 
  Come to teach us the path of  
  knowledge! 
 
December 18: O Leader of the House of Israel, 
  giver of the Law to Moses on Sinai: 
  Come to rescue us with your mighty  
  power! 
 
December 19: O Root of Jesse’s stem, 
  sign of God’s love for all his people: 
  Come to save us without delay! 
 
December20: O Key of David, 
  opening the gates of God’s eternal 
  Kingdom: 
  Come and free the prisoners of  
  darkness! 
 
December 21: O Radiant Dawn, 
  splendor of eternal light, sun of justice: 
  Come and shine on those who dwell in 
  darkness and in the shadow of death. 
 
December 22: O King of all nations and keystone  
  of the Church: 
  Come and save man, whom you  
  formed from the dust! 
 
December 23: O Emmanuel, our King and Giver  
  of Law: 
  Come to save us, Lord our God! 
 

—Catholic Household Blessings and Prayers 

Canticle of Mary 

(Magnificat) 
 
 

My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, my spirit 
rejoices in God my Savior for he has looked with favor 
on his lowly servant. 
 

From this day all generations will call me blessed: The 
Almighty has done great things for me, and holy is his 
Name. 
 

He has mercy on those who fear him 
in every generation. 
 

He has shown the strength of his arm, 
he has scattered the proud in their conceit. 
 

He has cast down the mighty from their thrones, 
and has lifted up the lowly. 
 

He has filled the hungry with good things, 
and the rich he has sent away empty. 
 

He has come to the help of his servant Israel  
for he has remembered his promise of mercy,  
the promise he made to our fathers,  
to Abraham and his children forever. 

Luke 1:46-55 
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