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Dates to Remember 
 
 

 December 19: 4:00 PM 
Mass 

 

 December 20: 9:00 AM 
Mass 

 

 Please see our parish 
website for reservation 
information and links to 
view Sunday or 
weekday Masses online. 

                      The Ca thol ic  Community  of  D iv in e  Sa v ior  
 

Fourth Sunday of Advent       Luke 1: 26-38 
 
 
 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke. 
 

The angel Gabriel was sent from God 
to a town of Galilee called Nazareth, 
to a virgin betrothed to a man named Joseph, 
of the house of David, 
and the virgin’s name was Mary. 
And coming to her, he said, 
“Hail, full of grace! The Lord is with you.” 
But she was greatly troubled at what was said 
and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. 
Then the angel said to her, 
“Do not be afraid, Mary, 
for you have found favor with God. 
 

“Behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, 
and you shall name him Jesus. 
He will be great and will be called Son of the Most High, 
and the Lord God will give him the throne of David his father, 
and he will rule over the house of Jacob forever, 
and of his kingdom there will be no end.” 
But Mary said to the angel, 
“How can this be, 
since I have no relations with a man?” 
And the angel said to her in reply, 
“The Holy Spirit will come upon you, 
and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. 
Therefore the child to be born 
will be called holy, the Son of God. 
And behold, Elizabeth, your relative, 
has also conceived a son in her old age, 
and this is the sixth month for her who was called barren; 
for nothing will be impossible for God.” 
Mary said, “Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord. 
May it be done to me according to your word.” 
Then the angel departed from her. 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

Invited to Be 
Messengers of Hope 

 

In the child of Bethlehem, 
God comes to meet us 
and make us active 
sharers in the life around 
us.  God offers himself to 
us, so that we can take 
him into our arms, lift him 
and embrace him.  Do 
not be afraid!                 
In this child, God invites 
us to be messengers of 
hope for all those bowed 
down by the despair born 
of encountering so many 
closed doors.  This is the 
joy that we are called to 
share, to celebrate and 
proclaim.  The joy with 
which God, in his infinite 
mercy, has embraced us 
and demands that we do 
the same.  The faith we 
proclaim now makes us 
see God present in all 
those situations where 
we think God is absent. 
 

— Pope Francis 
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Gospel Background:  This Sunday we read the story of the angel 
Gabriel's announcement to Mary about the birth of Jesus. This story is found 
only in Luke's Gospel. On this fourth Sunday of Advent, the liturgy shifts our 
attention from John the Baptist to Mary, the mother of Jesus. Both John and 
Mary serve as important figures for our reflection during the season of 
Advent; they both played instrumental roles in preparing the way for Jesus. 
Last week we reflected on John the Baptist's announcement that the Savior 
was among us, although not yet recognized. This week we reflect upon Mary's 
example of faith and obedience to God, traits which permitted her to receive 
the angel's message that God's Son would be born as a human person, as one 
of us. 
 

We are familiar with the story of the Annunciation, and it is fitting that we recall how God announced 
the birth of Jesus as we make our final preparations for our celebration of the Incarnation. The angel 
Gabriel visited Mary, a virgin betrothed to a man named Joseph. Mary greeted the angel's news with 
awe and wonder and asked how it could be possible that she could give birth to a child. In his reply, 
the angel Gabriel announced the seemingly impossible reality: the child to be born would be conceived 
by the power of the Holy Spirit and would be God's own Son. The angel reported to Mary another 
miracle; her relative Elizabeth was also pregnant despite having been thought to be unable to have a 
child. Mary's response to the angel, which is called her fiat, is an example of complete faith and 
obedience to God. 
 

The story of the Annunciation calls to our attention God's wondrous action in human history. God 
chose a human person to give birth to his Son so that all humanity would know God's salvation. Mary, 
already full of God's grace, was able to cooperate in this great plan for our salvation. Thus Jesus was 
born as one of us, fully human and also fully divine. This is the mystery we prepare to celebrate at 
Christmas, the mystery of the Incarnation. In the model of Mary, we pray that we will be people of 
faith who recognize God's saving plan for us and are able respond with obedience. 
 

Family Connection:  One of the challenges of faith is to recognize God's plan for us and to remain 
open to God's will and God's actions in our world. Filled with God's grace, Mary models for us the kind 
of faith that is needed to cooperate in God's plan of salvation. Like Mary, we are given the awesome 
opportunity to cooperate in God's saving plan. On this final Sunday of Advent, our Gospel invites us to 
consider how our preparations for Christmas have made us more aware of God's grace working in our 
lives. 
 

Gather together your family and talk about what you have been doing as a family to prepare for 
Christmas. How have these preparations helped you to better celebrate the central mystery of 
Christmas, the Incarnation? Our Gospel today talks about how Mary was prepared for her role in 
Christ's birth. Read today's Gospel, Luke 1:26-38. Consider the question: What enabled Mary to say 
yes to God? Which of your Advent activities have made you more aware of God's grace in your life? 
Conclude in prayer together that God's grace will enable your family to be more faithful and obedient 
to God. Pray together the Magnificat.  (See pg. 3) 
  

For more information and Sunday Connection resources visit:   
 

https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/fourth-sunday-of-
advent-cycle-b-sunday-connection/ 

Sunday Gospel Connection:   December 20, 2020 
The Fourth Sunday of Advent, Cycle B 

Luke 1: 26-38 
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Canticle of Mary 

(Magnificat) 
 
 

My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, my spirit 
rejoices in God my Savior for he has looked with favor 
on his lowly servant. 
 

From this day all generations will call me blessed: The 
Almighty has done great things for me, and holy is his 
Name. 
 

He has mercy on those who fear him 
in every generation. 
 

He has shown the strength of his arm, 
he has scattered the proud in their conceit. 
 

He has cast down the mighty from their thrones, 
and has lifted up the lowly. 
 

He has filled the hungry with good things, 
and the rich he has sent away empty. 
 

He has come to the help of his servant Israel  
for he has remembered his promise of mercy,  
the promise he made to our fathers,  
to Abraham and his children forever. 

Luke 1:46-55 

The Nativity of the Lord 
       Matthew 1: 18-25 
 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to 
Matthew. 
 

This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came 
about. 
When his mother Mary was betrothed to 
Joseph, but before they lived together,  
she was found with child through  
the Holy Spirit. 
Joseph her husband, since he was a righteous 
man, yet unwilling to expose her to shame,  
decided to divorce her quietly. 
Such was his intention when, behold, 
the angel of the Lord appeared to him in a 
dream and said,  
“Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid  
to take Mary your wife into your home. 
For it is through the Holy Spirit  
that this child has been conceived in her. 
She will bear a son and you are to name him 
Jesus,  
because he will save his people from their 
sins.” 
All this took place to fulfill 
what the Lord had said through the prophet: 
Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a 
son, 
and they shall name him Emmanuel, 
which means “God is with us.” 
When Joseph awoke, he did as the angel 
of the Lord had commanded him  
and took his wife into his home. 
He had no relations with her  
until she bore a son,  
and he named him Jesus.  
 

The Gospel of the Lord.   Praise to you, Lord 
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Gospel Background:  Four Masses are celebrated for the feast of Christmas, 
and each is given its own set of readings to help us contemplate Christ's birth. The 
Gospel for the vigil Mass on Christmas Eve is taken from the beginning of the Gospel 
of Matthew. The Mass at midnight proclaims the birth of Jesus using the Gospel of 
Luke. The Mass at dawn on Christmas morning continues the story of the birth of 
Jesus as found in Luke's Gospel through the shepherds' visit to the infant Jesus. In 
each of these Gospel readings, we hear portions of the Infancy Narratives with which 
we are familiar. 
 

The Gospel for the Christmas Mass during the day is taken from the beginning of 
John's Gospel, but this Gospel is not an Infancy Narrative like those found in the Gospels of Matthew and 
Luke. Instead, John's Gospel begins at the beginning, as it were, and presents the Creation story as the 
framework for announcing the Incarnation. John's opening words, “In the beginning . . .,” echo the opening 
verse of the Book of Genesis. This framework invites us to view Jesus' birth from God's perspective. Each 
of the Gospels makes clear that Jesus' birth was the result of God's initiative. However, John's Gospel 
highlights that this was the divine intention from the very beginning, from the moment of Creation. 
 

The Gospel of Matthew tells the story of the birth of Jesus from Joseph's perspective. During his betrothal 
to Mary, Joseph learned that Mary was pregnant. Betrothal in first-century Jewish culture was more than 
an engagement period; it was part of the marriage contract. A breach of this contract was considered 
adultery. If adultery was proved, the punishment might be death. Joseph had rights under Mosaic Law, 
but he chose to act discreetly in his plans to break the marriage contract so as to protect Mary. The way 
that Joseph and Mary faced these extraordinary circumstances tells us much about these holy people and 
their faith in God. 
 

The message the angel gave to Joseph in a dream reveals many important theological details about the 
child Mary will bear and about the child's role in God's plan. He was conceived by the Holy Spirit. His 
name will be Jesus, which in the Hebrew means “God saves.” He will be the fulfillment of Isaiah's 
prophecy. He will be Emmanuel, “God with us.” This is the mystery we celebrate at Christmas, the 
Incarnation. God chose to become a human being in the person of Jesus. 
 

Joseph did as the angel of the Lord directed. He took Mary to be his wife and accepted the child in her 
womb as his own. When Jesus was born, Joseph followed the directions of the angel and gave the child the 
name Jesus. We often recall Mary's cooperation in God's plan for our salvation. Today's Gospel reminds us 
of Joseph's important role, which was also crucial to God's plan for Jesus' birth.  
 

Family Connection:  In our families, we are able to share good news and bad news. All too often, 
because of our busy-ness, we find ourselves only dealing with the bad news. Start a family tradition of 
inviting each family member to share something good that happened to him or her that day as you gather 
for dinner. Explain that, in the Gospel for the Christmas Mass at dawn, the shepherds were told the good 
news of Jesus' birth by the angels, and then they in turn went forth to share with others the good news. 
Have family members read aloud Luke 2:15-20. Point out how the people who heard the good news of the 
shepherds were amazed. Talk about how Mary treasured all this in her heart, meaning that she pondered 
the significance of these events and sought to recognize God's presence in the midst of them. Talk about 
how you can each ponder one another's good news and see how God is present in your family's everyday 
lives. Conclude by praying together a Hail Mary, telling your family that at 
Christmas we celebrate the fruit of Mary's womb, Jesus.  
  

For more information and Sunday Connection resources visit:   
 

https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/nativity-of-the-lord-
christmas-vigil-mass/ 

Sunday Gospel Connection:   December 25, 2020 
The Nativity of the Lord 

Matthew 1: 18 –25 



Today’s Readings: 2 Samuel 7:1–5, 8b–12, 14a, 16; Psalm 
89:2–3, 4–5, 27, 29; Romans 16:25–27; Luke 1:26–38. God 
chose David, the youngest son in his family and a mere 
shepherd, to be king. David was a skilled and competent 
leader, but he was also devout. As he acknowledges all that 
God has done for him, he expresses his wish to do some-
thing for God, namely, to build God a temple. God replies 
that he needs no such favors from David. God then elevates 
the king still further by promising that David’s descendants 
would rule over Israel forever.

Mary, an insignificant woman from a Galilean village, 
would never have imagined how much God would favor her. 
She does not think there is anything important she could do 

for God, but the angel assures her that there is. Though star-
tled and hesitant, Mary accepts God’s will. She is ultimately 
elevated even above King David. She both bears God’s Son 
and becomes part of the new era that this long-awaited 
descendant of David brings about. 

We are God’s favored ones, too. God strengthens us to 
live devoutly. He speaks to us in the law and the prophets 
and now also in the letters of the Apostles and in the 
Gospels. He sent his Son to reveal his extraordinary love. 
The love of God is a mystery that broadens and deepens the 
more we enter into it. We are surrounded and uplifted by 
this endless love. God invites us to bear that love in the 
world so that all will know his grace and favor.

Sunday, December 20, 2020
Favored Ones

Waiting
God of wisdom and strength,
we await you.
Like David, we await your prophetic guidance
and the peace you promise.
Like Mary, we await the liberation 

of all people
and the fullness of your kingdom.
Do not keep us waiting.

Deliver us from hatred, ignorance, 
and apathy.

Bring us your justice and your healing.
Give us your wisdom, compassion, 

and courage.
Show us your light.
We await you, for you alone can save us.
Come quickly, Lord! Do not delay.
We await you.
We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
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This Week at Home
Monday, December 21
Leaping for Joy
Today’s readings urge us to rejoice, even to leap for joy. Such 
joy is not a mere emotion but a state of being. As we prepare 
to celebrate the birth of Christ, we simultaneously look fur-
ther ahead to his return in glory. God came into our world, 
and we know that God will come again. Even now, God is 
with us. God will never leave us. Play music such as Handel’s 
“Messiah” and sing or dance for joy. Today’s Readings: Song 
of Songs 2:8–14 or Zephaniah 3:14–18a; Psalm 33:2–3, 
11–12, 20–21; Luke 1:39–45.

Tuesday, December 22 
Reversals 
Hannah at last bears a child through the power of God. In 
thanksgiving, she dedicates her son for service to the Lord. 
Having just had her own experience of reversal, Hannah then 
prophesies about the changes of fortune that await Israel. 
Centuries later, Mary echoes Hannah’s words as she voices 
her prophetic hymn. Use Hannah’s song or Mary’s Magnificat 
to pray for all those who need God to lift them up. Today’s 
Readings: 1 Samuel 1:24–28; 1 Samuel 2:1, 4–5, 6–7, 
8abcd; Luke 1:46–56.

Wednesday, December 23
Purification
Like other prophets, Elijah helped cleanse God’s people by 
stopping their worship of foreign gods. In the First Reading, 
we hear that Elijah will return to purify another generation 
of God’s people. John the Baptist was Elijah for the people of 
his day. In every age, we need prophets to help us purify our 
hearts and prepare for the fullness of God’s presence. Pray 
with an image of John the Baptist. In what ways should you 
purify yourself to prepare for the day of the Lord? Today’s 
Readings: Malachi 3:1–4, 23–24; Psalm 25:4–5ab, 8–9, 10 
and 14; Luke 1:57–66.

Thursday, December 24
Rest from Our Enemies
God has granted King David and all Israel safety from their 
enemies. This time of peace was a glimpse of the peace that 
God would one day bring to the whole world. Zechariah 
prophesies that this new era is about to begin. God will van-
quish violence, pain, greed, hatred, injustice—all of the evil 
that endangers us. As we prepare to celebrate the birth of our 
Savior, pray for those people and places that especially need 
God’s peace. Today’s Readings: 2 Samuel 7:1–5, 8b–12, 14a, 
16; Psalm 89:2–3, 4–5, 27 and 29; Luke 1:67–79.

Friday, December 25
Among Shepherds
We don’t know what Mary expected when she became 
the mother of God’s Son. Probably, she didn’t expect to lay 
this divine child in a feeding trough nor to be visited by 
shepherds. She must have been baffled, but she calmly 
accepted and reflected on all of it. The surprising way in 
which God chose to free us from evil and death is something 
for us to ponder, too. In the midst of what might be a full and 
busy day, take some time to sit before a nativity scene and 
reflect on its meaning. Today’s Readings: Isaiah 62:11–12; 
Psalm 97:1, 6, 11–12; Titus 3:4–7; Luke 2:15–20.

Saturday, December 26
St. Stephen, the First Martyr
The harrowing story of the stoning of Stephen is an abrupt 
change from the joy and peace of Christmas day. 
St. Stephen’s witness, however, is not one of fear and pain 
but of devotion to Christ. St. Stephen not only fulfills Jesus’ 
words about persecution, he also dies like Jesus: he entrusts 
himself to God and forgives his persecutors. Is there 
someone you should forgive this Christmas season? 
Today’s Readings: Acts of the Apostles 6:8–10; 7:54–59; 
Psalm 31:3cd–4, 6 and 8ab, 16bc and 17; Matthew 10:17–22.


	December 20, 2020.pdf
	eng-12-20-20.pdf



