
Volume 9, Issue 3 

Family Faith Focus 
August 16, 2020 

Dates to Remember 
 

 August 15:  4:00 PM Mass 
 

 August 16:  9:00 AM Mass 
 

 Reservations are required.  
Space is limited. 

 

 Please see our parish website 
for more information and 
links to view Sunday or 
weekday Masses online. 

                      The Ca thol ic  Community  of  D iv in e  Sa v ior  
 

Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
            Matthew 15: 21-28 
 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew. 
  

At that time, Jesus withdrew to the region of Tyre and Sidon.  
And behold, a Canaanite woman of that district came and called out, 
“Have pity on me, Lord, Son of David!  
My daughter is tormented by a demon.”  
But Jesus did not say a word in answer to her.  
Jesus’ disciples came and asked him, 
“Send her away, for she keeps calling out after us.” 
He said in reply, 
“I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” 
But the woman came and did Jesus homage, saying, “Lord, help me.”  
He said in reply, 
“It is not right to take the food of the children 
and throw it to the dogs.”  
She said, “Please, Lord, for even the dogs eat the scraps 
that fall from the table of their masters.”  
Then Jesus said to her in reply, 
“O woman, great is your faith!  
Let it be done for you as you wish.”  
And the woman’s daughter was healed from that hour. 
  

The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

A Family Prayer Starter 
Give us new eyes, Lord, to see our lives in the light of your love. 
Too often our fear, neediness, anger, or hurt fog our vision. 
Help us to see your providence in the glory of trees, lakes, and cloudless 
skies. 
Help us to see your generosity in the many gifts we enjoy each day. 
Help us to see your wisdom in the rhythm of the days, the weeks, the 
seasons, and the years. 
Help us to see your image in the faces of everyone we meet and to know 
your goodness in the joy and love we feel for one another. 
We ask you this because we know you love us. Amen. 

https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/prayer/family-prayers/family-
prayer-to-see-in-the-light-of-love/  

Persisting in Faith 
 

In today’s Gospel, a 
Canaanite woman begs 
Jesus to heal her 
daughter.  But Jesus’ 
seeming indifference does 
not discourage this 
mother, who persists in 
her invocation.  Her inner 
strength, which enables 
her to overcome every 
obstacle, is found in her 
maternal love and her faith 
that Jesus can grant her 
request.  We could say 
that love stirs faith, and 
faith, for its part, 
becomes love’s reward. 
Heartrending love for her 
daughter causes the 
woman to ask for Jesus’ 
help.  In the end, before 
such persistence, Jesus 
was in awe, nearly 
astonished by the faith of 
a pagan woman.  So he does 
as she asks and her 
daughter was healed 
instantly.  This Gospel 
episode helps us to 
understand that we all 
need to grow in faith and 
fortify our trust in Jesus. 
 

— Pope Francis 
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Gospel Background:  Today we move ahead in our reading of 
Matthew’s Gospel. Last week we read about Jesus walking on the 
water and the disciples’ confession of faith that Jesus is the Son of 
God. If we were reading Matthew’s entire Gospel, we would have read 
about Jesus’ debate with the Pharisees about Jewish purity laws. 
Jesus argues that it is not what goes into us that makes us unclean; he 
is referring to the strict Jewish dietary rules. Instead our words and 
our actions—what comes out of us—make us unclean because they 
emerge from a heart that is unclean. 
 

Knowing about Jesus’ debate with the Pharisees helps us to 
understand today’s Gospel. In fact the story heightens the surprise and shock we feel as we hear Jesus’ 
exchange with the Canaanite woman. The woman, who is not Jewish, approaches Jesus, requesting that 
he heal her demon-possessed daughter. At first Jesus ignores her; he says nothing. The disciples ask 
Jesus to send her away, and Jesus agrees, remarking that he was sent to minister to the Jews alone. 
 

The woman persists, paying homage to Jesus, and yet Jesus denies her request again. He even insults 
her, using a Jewish word of derision for Gentiles, “dog.” But the woman cleverly turns Jesus’ insult into 
an affirmation of faith. Only then does Jesus grant her request and heal her daughter. 
 

Jesus’ unresponsiveness to this woman may strike us as uncharacteristic or shocking. Yet in Matthew’s 
Gospel, Jesus’ ministry is directed primarily to the people of Israel. At only a very few points, such as the 
one found in today’s Gospel, do we find Jesus anticipating the later Christian ministry to the rest of the 
world. 
 

Behind Matthew’s text we can hear this early Christian community’s struggle to understand how God’s 
selection of Israel is consistent with two events: Israel’s rejection of Jesus and the Gentiles’ acceptance of 
Jesus. Just as Jesus was surprised by the faith expressed by the Canaanite woman, so too the first 
Christians were surprised that the Gentiles would receive the salvation God offered through Christ. In 
today’s second reading from Paul’s letter to the Romans, we hear the apostle Paul considering this same 
concern. 
 

The faith that the Canaanite woman expresses is an affirmation of and confidence in God’s abundant 
mercy. Yes, salvation comes through Israel, but it overflows for the benefit of all. 
 

Family Connection:  Even when spurned by Jesus, the faith of the Canaanite woman makes her 
bold enough to argue and ask again for what she needs. Her persistence and great confidence that Jesus 
could heal her daughter reminds us of the confidence with which our children bring to us their own needs. 
In their faith and trust we can find modern examples of how we might approach God in prayer. 
 

As a family recall some times when a request for something was presented by one family member to 
another with confidence and persistence. If the request was denied, talk about why that was so. If the 
request was eventually granted, talk about what led to the change of heart. Then read together today’s 
Gospel, Matthew 15:21-28. Was anyone surprised by Jesus’ response to the Canaanite woman? Why or 
why not? What makes Jesus change his mind and heal the woman’s daughter? When we pray, God wants 
us to be as confident in his mercy. Invite family members to identify the things that they most need from 
God. Pray these prayers of petition together as a family, confident that God will hear and answer your 
prayers. 
 

For more information and Sunday Connection resources visit:   
 

https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/20th-sunday-in-
ordinary-time-a-sunday-connection/  

Sunday Gospel Connection:   August 16, 2020 
Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time — Cycle A 

Matthew 15: 21-28 


