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Let Us Pray 
 

May all the earth 
proclaim the goodness of 
God and sing with joy to 
the risen Lord. 
Amen.  Alleluia! 

                      The Ca thol ic  Community  of  D iv in e  Sa v ior  
 

Jesus Is Alive! 
 

The Lord is alive and 
wants to be sought 
among the living.  After 
having found him, each 
person is sent out by him 
to announce the Easter 
message, to awaken and 
resurrect hope in hearts 
burdened by sadness, in 
those who struggle to 
find meaning in life.  This 
is so necessary today.  
However, we must not 
proclaim ourselves.  
Rather, as joyful servants 
of hope, we must 
announce the Risen One 
by our lives and by our 
love; otherwise we will 
only be an international 
organization full of 
followers and good rules, 
yet incapable of offering 
the hope for which the 
world longs.  Let us 
remember the Lord, his 
goodness and his life-
giving words which have 
touched us and help 
others see the signs of 
the risen Lord. 
 

— Pope Francis 

 

Easter Sunday of the Lord’s Resurrection 
        John 20: 1-9 
A reading from the holy Gospel according to John. 
 

On the first day of the week, 
Mary of Magdala came to the tomb early 
in the morning, while it was still dark, 
and saw the stone removed from the 
tomb. 
So she ran and went to Simon Peter  
and to the other disciple whom Jesus 
loved, and told them,  
“They have taken the Lord from the tomb,  
and we don’t know where they put him.” 
So Peter and the other disciple went out and came to the tomb. 
They both ran, but the other disciple ran faster than Peter  
and arrived at the tomb first;  
he bent down and saw the burial cloths there, but did not go in. 
When Simon Peter arrived after him,  
he went into the tomb and saw the burial cloths there,  
and the cloth that had covered his head,  
not with the burial cloths but rolled up in a separate place. 
Then the other disciple also went in,  
the one who had arrived at the tomb first,  
and he saw and believed. 
For they did not yet understand the Scripture  
that he had to rise from the dead. 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
This is the Day the Lord has Made, 
   Let Us Rejoice and Be Glad    Psalm 118 
 

Christ, our Risen Lord, is present in our midst!  But where do we find 
him?  In our sisters and brothers who look to us to us for the hope and 
promise we have in knowing the Risen Lord.  In this great Easter season, 
may the joy of Christ’s Resurrection and the promise of new life lead us to 
live each day for Him, our hearts filled with gratitude and the desire to 
make Christ known to all we meet, especially those who most need our 
care, our concern, our compassion, and our love.  May Christ be truly alive 
in our hearts and in our lives!  
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Gospel Background:  Today we begin the Easter Season, 
our 50-day meditation on the mystery of Christ's 
Resurrection. Our Gospel today tells us about the disciples' 
discovery of the empty tomb. It concludes by telling us that 
they did not yet understand that Jesus had risen from the 
dead. Thus, the details provided are not necessarily meant 
to offer proof of the Resurrection. The details invite us to 
reflect upon a most amazing gift, that is faith in Jesus and 
his Resurrection. 
 

Each of the four Gospels tells us that Jesus' empty tomb 
was first discovered by women. This is notable because in 
first-century Jewish society women could not serve as legal 
witnesses. In the case of John's Gospel, the only woman attending the tomb is Mary of 
Magdala. Unlike the Synoptic accounts, John's Gospel does not describe an appearance of 
angels at the tomb. Instead, Mary is simply said to have observed that the stone that had 
sealed the tomb had been moved, and she runs to alert Simon Peter and the beloved disciple. 
Her statement to them is telling. She assumes that Jesus' body has been removed, perhaps 
stolen. She does not consider that Jesus has been raised from the dead. 
 

Simon Peter and the beloved disciple race to the tomb, presumably to verify Mary's report. 
The beloved disciple arrives first but does not enter the tomb until after Simon Peter. This 
detail paints a vivid picture, as does the detail provided about the burial cloths. Some 
scholars believe that the presence of the burial cloths in the tomb offers evidence to the 
listener that Jesus' body had not been stolen (it is understood that grave robbers would have 
taken the burial cloths together with the body). 
 

The Gospel passage concludes, however, that even having seen the empty tomb and the 
burial cloths, the disciples do not yet understand about the Resurrection. In the passage that 
follows, Mary of Magdala meets Jesus but mistakes him for the gardener. In the weeks 
ahead, the Gospel readings from our liturgy will show us how the disciples came to believe in 
Jesus' Resurrection through his appearances to them. Our Easter faith is based on their 
witness to both the empty tomb and their continuing relationship with Jesus—in his 
appearances and in his gift of the Holy Spirit. 
 

Family Connection:  In the Easter Gospel we hear about how the disciples found the tomb 
empty three days after Jesus' death. We are also told that they do not yet understand the 
Scriptures or that Jesus had been raised from the dead. That understanding gradually 
unfolded for the disciples as they began to experience the risen Lord. Similarly, our 
understanding of Jesus' Resurrection unfolds for us throughout our lives. In the weeks 
ahead, we will hear how the first disciples moved from confusion, doubt, and skepticism to 
faith. Their experience can teach us how we too might receive this gift of faith from God. 
 

(Continued on pg. 3) 

Sunday Gospel Connection:  April 4, 2021 
Easter Sunday of the Resurrection of the Lord 

John 20: 1-9 
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(Continued from pg. 2) 
 

Gather your family members and ask them to share what they know about the events that 
happened in the days after Jesus' crucifixion. Invite your family to imagine that they are 
among Jesus' first disciples. Read together today's Gospel, John 20:1-9. Reflect together on 
the Gospel with questions such as these: If you had been among the first disciples who 
heard that the stone had been removed from Jesus' tomb and that Jesus' body was no 
longer there, what would you think? What did Mary of Magdala, Simon Peter, and the 
disciple whom Jesus loved think had happened? Recall that this experience is the first 
indication Jesus' disciples have that he is risen. Throughout the Easter season, we will 
learn more about how the disciples came to believe that Jesus had been raised from the 
dead. 
 

Pray together using today's psalm, Psalm 118: “This is the day the Lord has made; let us 
rejoice and be glad.” 
 

For more information and Sunday Connection resources visit:   
 

https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/easter-
sunday-connection/ 
 

Psalm 118 
R.  This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad. 
Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good, 
    for his mercy endures forever. 
Let the house of Israel say, 
    “His mercy endures forever.” 
 

R.  This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad. 
“The right hand of the LORD has struck with power; 
    the right hand of the LORD is exalted. 
I shall not die, but live, 
    and declare the works of the LORD.” 
 

R.  This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad. 
The stone which the builders rejected 
    has become the cornerstone. 
By the LORD has this been done; 
    it is wonderful in our eyes. 
 

R.  This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad. 
 

Missionary Childhood Association — Lenten Almsgiving  
 

MCA Lenten Almsgiving Donations may be returned to the parish 
office anytime during Holy Week,  March 28 – April 3, or during 
Easter Week, April 4 - 10.  We are very proud of how generous our 
children and young persons continue to be each year in in their mission 
bank almsgiving.  Even with the pandemic that began during Lent last 
year, we were still able to send a check in the amount of  $200.37 to the 
Missionary Childhood Association.  We are grateful to all who participated! 



Today’s readings: Acts of the Apostles 10:34a, 37–43; 
Psalm 118:1–2, 16–17, 22–23; Colossians 3:1–4 or 
1 Corinthians 5:6b–8; Sequence: Victimae Paschali 
Laudes; John 20:1–9 or Mark 16:1–7 or, at an afternoon or 
evening Mass, Luke 24:13–35. Mary Magdalene, Mary the 
mother of James, and Salome went to the tomb to anoint the 
body of Jesus. We can picture them, walking, carrying their 
spices, wondering about how they would move the stone. 
Perhaps these grieving women were thinking about Jesus’ 
life and telling stories about him. They were probably raw 
with the emotions of the past few days. 

In an instant, everything has changed. The stone is 
rolled back. The man in white tells them Jesus is not there, 
that he is risen. They are the first witnesses, the first ones to 

see the completely new thing God was doing. What must it 
have been like to see this? The Gospel of Mark says that 
they were amazed. They did not understand that this was 
good news. News that would change all of history.

Imagine that you are with the women. What do you 
see, smell, and hear? Write a first-person account, recording 
your reaction as the meaning of what you have seen comes 
over you, as your mind comes to the realization that Jesus is 
risen. Does it seem like a light has been turned on? Reread 
the Gospel account aloud, and invite those you are with to 
illustrate the story. Discuss how it feels to have this good 
news proclaimed. How will your life reflect the joy of this 
good news to all you encounter?

April 4, 2021
He Is Not Here! He Is Risen!

Alleluia! He Is Risen! 
Alleluia! He is risen!
Father, you make all things new,
beginning with your work in creation, 
making us in your image and likeness, 
giving us all good gifts. 
And now, you give more.

Jesus is risen. You have raised him! 
We receive this life! 
Help us to respond.
Help us to offer our lives as pure gift
in imitation of the one who first loved us.
We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Easter Sunday of the 
Resurrection of the Lord
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This Week at Home
Monday, April 5
God Raised This Jesus
“God raised this Jesus; of this we are all witnesses.” Peter’s 
speech summarizes the whole of the paschal mystery: the 
life, death, and resurrection of Jesus of Nazareth. During the 
Octave of Easter, the first eight days of our season of cele-
bration, the Church celebrates as fully as she does on Easter 
Sunday. Each day is a solemnity. How can you continue your 
celebration? Today’s readings: Acts 2:14, 22–33; Psalm 
16:1–2a and 5, 7–8, 9–10, 11; Matthew 28:8–15.

Tuesday, April 6
Secret Eggs
A fun activity to carry the celebration forward makes use of 
watercolor paints, a white crayon, and paper to make Easter 
eggs with hidden messages or pictures. Cut out an egg shape 
from paper. Use a white crayon to draw designs, and write 
messages such as “Alleluia!” “Jesus is Lord!” or “He is 
risen!” You might draw a cross, lilies, or other traditional 
Christian symbols. Paint over the designs with watercolors to 
reveal the words and pictures. Today’s readings: Acts 2:36–41; 
Psalm 33:4–5, 18–19, 20 and 22; John 20:11–18.

Wednesday, April 7
On the Road
The road to Emmaus is an image frequently depicted in 
Christian art and literature as an image of discipleship. 
People have long reflected on the Eucharistic image, recog-
nizing Jesus in the breaking of the bread, and of their hearts 
burning as they opened the Scriptures. Engage the text for 
yourself. Copy the Scripture, in its entirety or just a phrase 
that stands out, such as “their eyes were opened” or “were 
not our hearts burning within us?” You might also choose to 
illustrate your image or to decorate the Scripture you copied 
with a beautiful border. Today’s readings: Acts 3:1–10; 
Psalm 105:1–2, 3–4, 6–7, 8–9; Luke 24:13–35.

Thursday, April 8
Witnesses
In these resurrection appearances, Jesus helps the disciples to 
understand what has happened with both words and actions. 
When he eats and invites human touch, he is showing them 
that he is not a ghost. He is sharing his resurrected body. 
When he opens the Scriptures, he is explaining how God has 
been working in the world throughout salvation history, cul-
minating in this moment. Jesus is forming them as witnesses. 
Today’s readings: Acts 3:11–26; Psalm 8:2ab and 5, 6–7, 
8–9; Luke 24:35–48.

Friday, April 9
All of the World
Peter proclaims, “There is no salvation through anyone else.” 
In the vastness of the catch at the sea of Tiberias, we also see 
illustrated the universal nature of the Gospel imperative. 
They really are to go out to all of the world and spread the 
good news. We are too. What can you do today to share in 
this mission of bringing all to Christ? Today’s readings: Acts 
4:1–12; Psalm 118:1–2 and 4, 22–24, 25–27a; John 21:1–14.

Saturday, April 10
What We Have Seen and Heard
In the Gospel, Jesus says, “Go into the whole world and 
proclaim the Gospel to every creature.” We know that God 
is calling all people into relationship, creating a new heavens 
and new earth, bringing about a kingdom of peace and 
justice. Set a timer for five to ten minutes, and silently reflect 
on what this kingdom will be like. Ponder what God 
may have planned for you in this kingdom. Today’s readings: 
Acts 4:13–21; Psalm 118:1 and 14–15ab, 16–18, 19–21; 
Mark 16:9–15.
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