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Dates to Remember 
 

 September 12:  4:00 PM 
Mass 

 

 September 13:  9:00 AM 
Mass 

 

 Reservations are 
required.  Space is limited. 

 

 Please see our parish 
website for more 
information and links to 
view Sunday or weekday 
Masses online. 

                      The Ca thol ic  Community  of  D iv in e  Sa v ior  
 

Twenty-Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
            Matthew 18:21-35 
  

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew. 
  

Peter approached Jesus and asked him, 
"Lord, if my brother sins against me, 
how often must I forgive? 
As many as seven times?"  
Jesus answered, "I say to you, not seven times but seventy-seven times.  
That is why the kingdom of heaven may be likened to a king 
who decided to settle accounts with his servants.  
When he began the accounting, 
a debtor was brought before him who owed him a huge amount.  
Since he had no way of paying it back, 
his master ordered him to be sold, 
along with his wife, his children, and all his property, 
in payment of the debt.  
At that, the servant fell down, did him homage, and said, 
'Be patient with me, and I will pay you back in full.' 
Moved with compassion the master of that servant 
let him go and forgave him the loan.  
When that servant had left, he found one of his fellow servants 
who owed him a much smaller amount.  
He seized him and started to choke him, demanding, 
'Pay back what you owe.' 
Falling to his knees, his fellow servant begged him, 
'Be patient with me, and I will pay you back.' 
But he refused.  
Instead, he had the fellow servant put in prison 
until he paid back the debt.  
Now when his fellow servants saw what had happened, 
they were deeply disturbed, and went to their master 
and reported the whole affair.  
His master summoned him and said to him, 'You wicked servant!  
I forgave you your entire debt because you begged me to.  
Should you not have had pity on your fellow servant, 
as I had pity on you?' 
Then in anger his master handed him over to the torturers 
until he should pay back the whole debt.  
So will my heavenly Father do to you, 
unless each of you forgives your brother from your heart."  
  

The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
  

Prayer: The Key 
to Life in Christ 

 

In prayer we express our 
feelings, our thoughts, our 
sentiments and we open 
our hearts and minds to 
the God who loves us.  
Prayer makes us one with 
the Lord.  Through prayer 
we come to share more 
deeply in God’s life and 
love.  One of the most 
striking things about 
Jesus was his habit of 
prayer.  In the midst of 
an active public ministry, 
we find him going away by 
himself to be alone in 
silence and communion 
with his Father in heaven.  
If you really wish to 
follow Christ, if you want 
your love for him to grow 
and last, then you must be 
faithful to prayer.  It is 
the key to the vitality of 
your life in Christ.  
Without prayer, your 
faith and love will die. 
 

—Pope St. John Paul II 
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Gospel Background:  Today's Gospel reading directly follows last week's 
Gospel in which Jesus taught the disciples how to handle disputes and conflict 
within the Christian community. In today's reading Peter asks Jesus how many 
times one ought to extend forgiveness to another. Peter proposes a reasonable 
number of times, perhaps seven. Jesus replies by extending Peter's proposal by 
an enormous amount; not just seven times should one forgive, but 77 times. The 
parable of the unforgiving servant is Jesus' elaboration of his initial reply to 
Peter. Through the parable we come to understand the depths of God's mercy 
toward us and the results of our acceptance of God's forgiveness. 
 

The king in the parable decides to settle accounts with his servants. We are told 
that one servant in particular owes the king an enormous sum of money. Despite 
the promise of the servant, it is unlikely that he would ever be able to repay the debt that he owes. The 
king is moved by the humility of the pleading servant and mercifully forgives the debt. Rather than 
displaying gratitude for this forgiveness, the servant confronts a fellow servant who owes him a small 
debt—a pittance when compared with the amount that was owed to the king. The unmerciful servant 
refuses the pleas of his fellow servant and sends the servant to prison. 
 

A few other servants tell the merciful king about the actions of the unforgiving servant. The king punishes 
the servant because he refused to show the kind of mercy he had himself received from the king. Jesus 
concludes by indicating that this is how it will be with God and those who refuse to forgive one another. 
 

There is a temptation to quantify forgiveness as Peter tried to do, but Jesus' point is that forgiveness is not 
about quantity—the number of times we extend forgiveness to another. In the parable the king's 
forgiveness is like God's forgiveness, and it transforms us, helping us to be as forgiving as God. The lesson 
is clear: If we hoard God's mercy while showing no mercy to others, we risk forfeiting the effects of God's 
mercy in our lives. 
 

Family Connection:  Children learn to trust God's mercy and forgiveness when they experience 
forgiveness from those closest to them. We hope that we model God's love and forgiveness within our 
family life. Today's Gospel reminds us that forgiveness is measured by its quality more than its quantity. 
 

Invite your family to consider some recent times when family members sought the forgiveness of another. 
Ask if there were any statements made that put conditions on our forgiveness such as “I will play this 
game with you if you apologize for knocking over my blocks” or “I will accept your apology after you clean 
up your room.” Do we sometimes “keep count” or put conditions on our forgiveness of one another? This is 
something we may be doing without realizing it. 
 

Read together today's Gospel, Matthew 18:21-35. Ask if we sometimes find ourselves sounding like Peter, 
concerning ourselves with quantity of forgiveness rather than offering forgiveness abundantly and 
unconditionally. Reflect upon the parable that Jesus tells. What does the servant do that makes the king 
so angry? He refuses to forgive his fellow servant the debt that he owes. Because we have all received God's 
forgiveness, God expects that we will also be forgiving toward others. Jesus' answer to Peter's question is 
found at the end of the parable. The number of times that we forgive one another is less important than 
the depth of our forgiveness. We must forgive one another from the heart. 
 

Conclude in prayer together that God's love and forgiveness is evident in your family life. Pray together 
today's psalm, Psalm 103, or the Lord's Prayer. 
 

For more information and Sunday Connection resources visit:   
 

https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/liturgical-year/sunday-
connection/24th-sunday-in-ordinary-time-a-sunday-connection/ 

Sunday Gospel Connection:   September 13, 2020 
Twenty-Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time — Cycle A 

Matthew 18: 21-35 



PAGE 3 FAMILY FAITH FOCUS VOLUME 9 ,  ISSUE 7 


