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Dates to Remember 
 All Masses and Parish 

Gatherings have been 
suspended by Cardinal 
Cupich until further 
notice.   

 

 Please see our parish 
website for more 
information and links to 
view Sunday or weekday 
Masses online. 

                      The Ca thol ic  Community  of  D iv in e  Sa v ior  
 

Fourth Sunday of Easter        John 10: 1-10 
 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John. 
 

Jesus said: 
"Amen, amen, I say to you, 
whoever does not enter a sheepfold through the gate 
but climbs over elsewhere is a thief and a robber. 
But whoever enters through the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. 
The gatekeeper opens it for him, and the sheep hear his voice, 
as the shepherd calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. 
When he has driven out all his own, 
he walks ahead of them, and the sheep follow him, 
because they recognize his voice. 
But they will not follow a stranger; 
they will run away from him, 
because they do not recognize the voice of strangers." 
Although Jesus used this figure of speech, 
the Pharisees did not realize what he was trying to tell them. 
 

So Jesus said again, "Amen, amen, I say to you, 
I am the gate for the sheep. 
All who came before me are thieves and robbers, 
but the sheep did not listen to them. 
I am the gate. 
Whoever enters through me will be saved, 
and will come in and go out and find pasture. 
A thief comes only to steal and slaughter and destroy; 
I came so that they might have life and have it more abundantly." 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

                                    Psalm 23 
 

The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want. 
He makes me lie down in green pastures; 
he leads me beside still waters; he restores my soul. 
He leads me in right paths for his name’s sake. 
Even though I walk in the darkest valley, I fear no 
evil; for you are with me; your rod and your staff— 
they comfort me. 
 

You prepare a table before me in the presence of my 
enemies; you anoint my head with oil; 
my cup overflows. 
 

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days 
of my life, and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord my whole life long. 

The Good Shepherd 
Knows and Loves Us 

as We Are 
 

Jesus the Good Shepherd 
knows us.  He does not 
speak of intellectual 
knowledge but of a 
personal relationship of 
mutual tenderness that 
reflects the same intimate 
loving relationship 
between him and the 
Father.  This is the attitude 
through which a living 
relationship with Jesus is 
realized: allowing 
ourselves to be known by 
him.  Not closing up 
within ourselves but 
opening ourselves to the 
Lord, so that he may know 
us.  He is attentive to each 
of us and knows the 
depths of our heart, our 
merits and our defects, 
the projects we have 
carried out and the hopes 
that have gone unfulfilled.  
But he accepts us as we 
are, even with our sins, so 
as to heal and forgive us.  
He guides us with love and 
always accompanies us. 
 

— Pope Francis 
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Gospel Background:  This fourth Sunday of the Easter season is 
sometimes called Good Shepherd Sunday because in each of the three 
lectionary cycles, the Gospel reading invites us to reflect on Jesus as the 
Good Shepherd. In each cycle the reading is from the tenth chapter of 
John’s Gospel. This chapter sets the framework for Jesus’ teaching 
about himself as the Good Shepherd. 
 

Today’s reading falls between the stories of Jesus’ healing of the man 
born blind and the raising of Lazarus. Both of these stories were 
proclaimed in the Gospels found in this year’s season of Lent. Following 
the controversy that ensued when Jesus healed the man born blind, Jesus directs his allegory about 
the sheep and the shepherd toward the Jewish religious leaders of his time, the Pharisees. 
 

Throughout John’s Gospel the Pharisees fail to accept Jesus’ ministry and teaching. They show 
themselves to be “robbers and thieves” because they try to lead the sheep without entering through 
the gate, Jesus. Through these metaphors, Jesus is telling his listeners that those who follow him 
and his way will find abundant life. He identifies himself both as the shepherd and the gate. The 
shepherds who are faithful to him are the ones whom the sheep (Jesus’ disciples) should follow. 
 

The relationship between the sheep and their shepherd is based on familiarity. Sheep recognize their 
shepherd and will not follow a stranger. At the end of the day, shepherds lead their sheep from 
pastures to a common gated area called a sheepfold. There, one shepherd protects all of the sheep 
until the next day when each shepherd returns to lead his own sheep to pasture. As shepherds move 
among the sheep, the sheep follow only their shepherd. 
 

Today’s Gospel also gives us the opportunity to reflect on Christian leadership. Jesus’ words suggest 
to us that those who will lead the Christian community will be known by their faithfulness to Jesus. 
The leaders will recognize that Jesus is the gate for all of the sheep and that having a good 
relationship with Jesus is the primary characteristic of a Christian leader. Jesus’ allegory also 
suggests that faithful Christian leadership requires a good relationship with the community: the 
shepherd knows his sheep, and they know him. Christian leaders follow the example of Jesus, the 
Good Shepherd, by being faithful to him and by being a good shepherd. 
 

Family Connection:  Even though we have less experience with sheep and shepherds today in 
our society, we can still identify strongly with the image of Jesus as the Good Shepherd and as the 
gate for the sheep. Psalm 23 remains a popular and favorite psalm for prayer. In the image of the 
Good Shepherd, we know ourselves to be protected and cared for by a loving God. 
 

As your family gathers, ask what each person knows about sheep and shepherds. Recall that 
shepherds and sheep have a close relationship. Sheep will only follow their own shepherd; they 
recognize his voice and will not follow a stranger. The shepherd’s job is to protect his sheep. In some 
ways, the relationship between the shepherd and his sheep is like that of a parent and child. Read 
together this Sunday’s Gospel, John 10:1-10. Talk about how Jesus tells us that he is the gate for the 
sheep. The sheep enter the protection of the sheepfold through the gate. In Jesus we find protection 
and abundant life. Conclude by thanking Jesus for being our Good Shepherd and by praying today’s 
psalm, Psalm 23. 
 

For more information and Sunday Connection resources visit:   
 

https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/liturgical-year/sunday-
connection/fourth-sunday-of-easter-cycle-a-sunday-connection/  

Sunday Gospel Connection:   May 3, 2020 
Fourth Sunday of Easter, Cycle A 

John 10: 1-10 



Today’s Readings: Acts 2:14a, 36–41; Psalm 23:1–3a, 3b–4, 
5, 6 (1); 1 Peter 2:20b–25; John 10:1–10. We find consola-
tion in the Gospel passage as we identify with the sheep 
who recognize and follow the voice of Christ, our shepherd. 
Jesus praises his sheep for trusting him alone. We are fur-
ther uplifted by the promise of enjoying a life of fullness 
with God.

Although Jesus speaks of his sheep in glowing terms, 
we know how easily sheep go astray. Our Second Reading 
reminds us that there are times we prefer to wander off. It is 
difficult to follow the example of Christ, the innocent Lamb 
who suffered for our sake. It is difficult to respond to insults 
with kindness and patience. It is difficult to act with justice 

and integrity when we are dismissed for doing so. Sometimes 
it is easier to ignore God’s voice and go our own way.

The reading from Acts assures us that our Good 
Shepherd keeps calling us, even if we stop listening. Even if 
we think we have wandered so far away we won’t hear him, 
his voice will reach our ears. He calls because he wants us 
to have life in abundance, but also because there are others 
who are not yet part of his flock. As we heed our Shepherd’s 
call, we may discover that we can shepherd others toward 
him. These people also need to hear his voice, to be wel-
comed into the fold, and to share in the gift of the Holy 
Spirit that brings us into eternal life with God.

Sunday, May 3, 2020
Heeding His Call

Life in Abundance
Heavenly Father,
your Son, Jesus, is the Lamb
who models selfless love for others.
May we imitate his life-giving service.
Jesus is the Good Shepherd,
who guides and gathers your people, making 

us one.
May we seek reconciliation and healing, 

and strive to sustain the bonds of peace.
Jesus is the gate
through whom we enter eternal life with you.
May we seek salvation in him alone
and bring others to share in the life he offers
so that all people will have life in abundance.
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Fourth Sunday of Easter
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This Week at Home
Monday, May 4
One Flock
The first big challenge the early Church faced was whether to 
admit non-Jews into the community. Since Jesus was Jewish, 
some people insisted that non-Jews who wished to follow 
Christ also had to follow Jewish laws, such as what foods 
they could eat. In response, Peter speaks of a vision in which 
God dispenses both Jews and Gentiles from such laws. The 
two groups can now come together to form one flock with 
Jesus as their shepherd. Pray for the grace to welcome 
all kinds of people into God’s flock. Today’s Readings: 
Acts 11:1–18; Psalm 42:2–3; 43:3–4; John 10:11–18.

Tuesday, May 5
Speaking to Them
The sheep who recognize the voice of their shepherd include 
the people of Antioch. At first, only the Jews in Antioch had 
the story of Christ proclaimed to them. No one talked with 
the Gentiles. When some people finally did, their preaching 
was so successful that a large number “was added to the 
Lord.” There are people who will welcome the Good News if 
we share it with them, and if we speak with compassion and 
sincerity. Today’s Readings: Acts 11:19–26; Psalm 87:1b–3, 
4–5, 6–7; John 10:22–30.

Wednesday, May 6
The Spirit Speaks
In a rare moment in Acts, the Holy Spirit speaks directly to 
the Apostles. If we long for the Holy Spirit to speak clearly 
to us, we should note that the Apostles heard the Spirit while 
they were praying and fasting. Moreover, they had dedicated 
themselves to God’s work, just as Jesus had. Jesus spoke only 
as his Father commanded him and worked signs because of 
his perfect obedience. Our Lenten practices helped us listen 
to the Spirit and follow Christ. Do you have Easter practices 
that are helping you heed the Spirit’s call? Today’s Readings: 
Acts 12:24—13:5a; Psalm 67:2–3, 5, 6, 8; John 12:44–50.

Thursday, May 7
Salvation Continues
Jesus tells his disciples to imitate his life of loving service, 
but he also notes that not all of them will. He knows that 
Judas will betray him. In Acts, Paul and Barnabas travel with 
a fellow Christian, John, but he leaves them after a short 
while. It is difficult, sometimes even painful, when someone 
close to us turns away from us. Sometimes there is nothing 
we can do, but sometimes there is. Have you had a conflict 
with a family member or a friend that you can resolve? 
Today’s Readings: Acts 13:13–25; Psalm 89:2–3, 21–22, 25 
and 27; John 13:16–20.

Friday, May 8
His Way
As Paul continues his speech in the synagogue, he reminds 
his listeners that people rejected Jesus. What happens to peo-
ple who reject Jesus? If we expect such people to be excluded 
from God’s reign, we might be in for a surprise. Sometimes 
we forget that Jesus is “the way, the truth, and the life,” and 
we are not. Jesus alone decides who enters God’s Kingdom. 
Such final judgments are not ours to make. Say a prayer 
of thanksgiving for God’s great mercy. Today’s Readings: 
Acts 13:26–33; Psalm 2:6–7, 8–9, 10–11ab; John 14:1–6.

Saturday, May 9
Light from Light
By asking Jesus to show them the Father, Philip reveals that 
he doesn’t yet understand that by seeing Jesus, he sees the 
Father. Jesus is the light who reveals the eternal radiance of 
God. Therefore, by proclaiming Jesus to the Gentiles, people 
like Paul and Barnabas spread God’s light across the world. 
They do great works, just as Jesus did. Spend time in prayer 
today asking Jesus what works you could do to further glo-
rify God. Today’s Readings: Acts 13:44–52; Psalm 98:1, 
2–3ab, 3cd–4; John 14:7–14.
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