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Did You Know? 
 

The word, pastor, comes 
from the Latin word for 
shepherd.  Appointed by 
a bishop to care for the 
spiritual needs of the 
parish community, a 
pastor administers the 
sacraments, oversees 
the teaching of the 
Catholic faith, provides 
advice and counsel, and is 
responsible for the 
buildings and finances of 
the parish.  Just as a 
shepherd cares for his 
sheep, a pastor devotes 
his life to the spiritual 
care of the faith 
community entrusted to 
him. 
A bishop is appointed by 
the pope to shepherd 
the people of a diocese, 
a group of parishes 
within a  geographical 
area.  A staff called a 
crosier is carried by a 
bishop as a sign of his 
office and responsibility 
as a shepherd of God’s 
people. 

 

Fourth Sunday of Easter       John 10: 11-18 
 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John. 
 

Jesus said: 
“I am the good shepherd. 
A good shepherd lays down his life for the 
sheep. 
A hired man, who is not a shepherd 
and whose sheep are not his own, 
sees a wolf coming and leaves the sheep and 
runs away, 
and the wolf catches and scatters them. 
This is because he works for pay and has no 
concern for the sheep. 
I am the good shepherd, 
and I know mine and mine know me, 
just as the Father knows me and I know the 
Father; 
and I will lay down my life for the sheep. 
I have other sheep that do not belong to this fold. 
These also I must lead, and they will hear my voice, 
and there will be one flock, one shepherd. 
This is why the Father loves me, 
because I lay down my life in order to take it up again. 
No one takes it from me, but I lay it down on my own. 
I have power to lay it down, and power to take it up again. 
This command I have received from my Father.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Psalm 23 
 

The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want. 
He makes me lie down in green pastures; 
he leads me beside still waters; he restores my soul. 
He leads me in right paths for his name’s sake. 
Even though I walk in the darkest valley, I fear no evil; for you are with 
me; your rod and your staff— they comfort me. 
 

You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; you anoint 
my head with oil; my cup overflows. 
 

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and I 
shall dwell in the house of the Lord my whole life long. 

Family Faith Focus 
Dates to Remember 

 

 April 24:  4:00 PM Mass 
 

 April 25:  9:00 AM Mass 
 

 Please see our parish website 
for reservation information 
and links to view Sunday or 
weekday Masses online. 
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Gospel Background:  The fourth Sunday of Easter 
is also called Good Shepherd Sunday. In each of the 
three lectionary cycles, our Gospel is taken from the 
10th chapter of the Gospel of John. In Cycle B, we 
hear the middle verses of this chapter. Unless we 
consider this chapter in the greater context of John's 
Gospel, we will miss the radical nature of the 
statement Jesus makes when he declares himself to 
be the Good Shepherd. 
 

This chapter of John's Gospel follows Jesus' healing 
of the man born blind and the rejection of this 
miracle by the Jewish leaders who question Jesus' 
authority to heal. Jesus responds to this challenge by calling himself the Good Shepherd. He 
is criticizing the leadership of the Pharisees and the other Jewish leaders. The Pharisees and 
other Jewish leaders are so angry that they attempt to stone and arrest Jesus (see John 10: 
31,39). This controversy with the religious leaders continues until Jesus' death. 
 

In the portion of the chapter that we hear proclaimed today, Jesus describes his relationship 
with his followers as similar to the relationship between a good shepherd and his sheep. As a 
good shepherd will risk and lay down his life in order to protect his sheep, Jesus willingly 
sacrifices himself for the sake of his sheep. Jesus contrasts the actions of the good shepherd 
with the actions of the hired shepherd who abandons the sheep in the face of danger. In the 
verses following Jesus' teaching, we learn that the Pharisees and the other religious leaders 
understand that Jesus is referring to them when he describes the hired shepherds. 
 

The concern of a good shepherd for his sheep is part of the shepherd's job. Jesus says, 
however, that the actions of the good shepherd are based upon the relationship that develops 
between the shepherd and the sheep. This is at the heart of the difference between the good 
shepherd and the hired shepherd. The good shepherd knows the sheep and therefore acts out 
of love. For the Good Shepherd, this is never simply part of a job; this love-in-action is 
integral to his identity. 
 

As with so much of John's Gospel, one hears in this passage John's particular focus on 
Christology. As the sheep are known by the Good Shepherd, the Father knows Jesus and 
Jesus knows the Father. There is an essential unity between the Father and the Son. The 
freedom with which Jesus acts when he lays down his life is rooted in the unity that he 
shares with his Father. 
 

In this context, Jesus also refers to others with whom he shares a relationship. By this 
reference, John probably understands the eventual inclusion of the Gentiles in the Christian 
community. Our modern ears hear this as a reference to Christian unity. The work of 
ecumenism is to restore unity among all Christians so that we form one flock under one 
shepherd, as God desires. 
 

(Continued on pg. 3) 
 

 

Sunday Gospel Connection:  April 25, 2021 
Fourth Sunday of Easter, Cycle B 

John 10: 11-18 
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Continued from pg. 2) 
 

Family Connection:  The Good Shepherd makes sacrifices for the sheep not because it is 
required, but because it is a choice. That sounds a lot like parenting and the dynamics of a 
healthy family life. Parents choose to make sacrifices for their children out of love, not 
obligation. Christian parents model and invite their children to choose to make sacrifices for 
other family members and for other people, acting out of love rather than obligation. 
 

When you gather as a family, invite each family member to consider the attitude that 
permeates their participation in family life. Read a common examen, such as any of the 
following: Do we do family chores cheerfully and without having to be asked multiple times? 
Do we gladly share with others? Do we willingly contribute to the family good when asked? 
Read aloud today's Gospel, John 10:11-18. Discuss together how the example of the Good 
Shepherd might inspire your family life. Invite each family member to make a renewed 
commitment to one action/attitude to focus on in the upcoming week that show that we will 
choose to follow the example of the Good Shepherd. Pray together that we will be able to 
honor our commitment. Pray together Saint Ignatius of Loyola's Prayer for Generosity. 
 
For more information and Sunday Connection resources visit:   
 

https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/liturgical-
year/sunday-connection/fourth-sunday-of-easter-cycle-b-sunday-connection/ 
 
 

Prayer for Generosity 
 

Lord Jesus, teach me to be generous; 
Teach me to serve you as you deserve, 
To give and not to count the cost, 
To fight and not to heed the wounds, 
To toil and not to seek for rest, 
To labor and not to seek reward 
Except that of knowing that I do your will. 
 

Amen. 
    — St. Ignatius Loyola 
 
 
Living as God’s Children 
 

We can live a s God’s children!  This means that every day we must let Christ transform us 
and conform us to him.  It means striving to live as Christians, endeavoring to follow him in 
spite of seeing our limitations and weaknesses.  Our relationship to God must be nourished 
every day with listening to the word of God, with prayer, with participation in the 
sacraments, and with love.  We must have the courage of faith not to allow ourselves to be 
guided by the mentality that tells us: “God is not necessary.  God is not important for me.”  It 
is exactly the opposite: only by behaving as children of God, without despairing our 
shortcomings and sins, only by feeling loved by God will our life be new, enlivened by 
serenity and joy.  
            — Pope Francis 



Today’s readings: Acts 4:8–12; Psalm 118:1, 8–9, 21–23, 
26, 28, 29; 1 John 3:1–2; John 10:11–18. Jesus says, “I am 
the good shepherd.” The image of the Good Shepherd is one 
that shows a love that is protective and a love that shows 
complete concern for the other. This love is most fully 
expressed when the shepherd lays down his life on the cross 
for the sheep. 

For Jesus’ listeners, the image of a shepherd would 
have been familiar. The community lived closer to the land 
than many do today and knew what the work of shepherding 
entails. In addition, alive in their memory was David, the 
shepherd king, the ruler of their ancestors from whom the 
messiah was to come. Jesus’ listeners also would have 
known of the bad shepherds, shepherds that the prophet 
Ezekiel had referenced. Jesus himself contrasts the Good 

Shepherd with the hired man who works for pay. The Good 
Shepherd watches over the sheep with love. As Psalm 23 
states, the shepherd cares for his sheep, leading them to 
“still waters” and guiding them “along right paths.” Both 
Jews and Christians draw consolation from this prayer’s 
depiction of God as a shepherd, with a rod and staff that 
provide comfort. 

Copy the words of Psalm 23. Which word or phrase 
stands out most for you? What strikes you most fully? Use 
pencils, pastels, or markers to illuminate your copied psalm. 
Choose to draw or shade impressions or work on a less 
abstract illustration. While you are working, ponder the 
great gift of the Shepherd’s protective love. Reflect on what 
it means to be the Lord’s sheep.

April 25, 2021
The Good Shepherd

The Lord Is My Shepherd
The Lord is my shepherd;
 there is nothing I lack.
In green pastures he makes me lie down;
 to still waters he leads me;
 he restores my soul.
He guides me along right paths

 for the sake of his name.
Even though I walk through the valley of the 

shadow of death,
 I will fear no evil, for you are with me;
 your rod and your staff comfort me. Amen

Fourth Sunday of Easter
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This Week at Home
Monday, April 26
Listening for His Voice
The sheep hear the Good Shepherd’s voice and recognize it. 
When do you hear the shepherd’s voice most clearly? It is 
difficult to hear amid the noise of the world. Take five to ten 
minutes for silent listening. If calming your thoughts is dif-
ficult, walking may help to quiet your mind. Another tool for 
contemplation is to journal by drawing or writing. The move-
ment we engage in can help to quiet our thoughts so that we 
can hear God calling to us. Today’s readings: Acts 11:1–18; 
Psalm 42:2–3, 43:3–4; John 10:1–10.

Tuesday, April 27
Making Sheep, Being Sheep
Mold sheep out of clay or make them from cardstock, tooth-
picks, and cotton balls. Each family member can make his or 
her own sheep. Then add them to your prayer area to help 
you reflect on your identity as a sheep of the Good Shepherd. 
How does the shepherd restore your strength? How is it that 
you lack nothing? Reflecting on these questions together as a 
family is a great way to form young children in the faith. 
Today’s Readings: Acts 11:19–26; Psalm 87:1b–3, 4–5, 6–7; 
John 10:22–30.

Wednesday, April 28
New Life
As spring comes and new life spreads throughout the world, 
it is as though the natural world is reminding us about resur-
rection. Make a small hanging planter of spring flowers, and 
bring it to a neighbor who is homebound or someone who is 
lonely. Sit and visit, seeking connection. This too is a way to 
bring new life. You might choose to do this for several neigh-
bors. The planting and visiting is a great way for families to 
build relationships with people in their community. Today’s 
readings: Acts 12:24—13:5a; Psalm 67:2–3, 5, 6 and 8; John 
12:44–50.

Thursday, April 29
St. Catherine of Siena
St. Catherine of Siena was an Italian woman who was not 
afraid to speak the truth, even when it was not what people 
wanted to hear. Read more about the life of this woman who 
had mystical experiences in prayer. Is God calling you to 
speak the truth in difficult circumstances? In St. Catherine’s 
day, the Church was undergoing difficulties, much like today. 
How can we use her life and her writings to inspire us in both 
prayer and action? Today’s readings: Acts 13:13–25; Psalm 
89:2–3, 21–22, 25 and 27; John 13:16–20.

Friday, April 30
Paul’s Preaching
St. Paul preaches, showing Jesus as the fulfillment of the 
promises of God to Israel. When Christians read Scripture, 
we too look at what happened earlier in salvation history in 
light of the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus. Does your 
parish have a Scripture study you can attend? Reading the 
Word together in community is a way to guide our interpreta-
tions. Today’s readings: Acts 13:26–33; Psalm 2:6–7, 8–9, 
10–11ab; John 14:1–6.

Saturday, May 1
St. Joseph the Worker
When we think about St. Joseph, we often meditate on what 
is called the hidden life of Jesus. These are the many days 
when the Holy Family was at home in Nazareth. In terms of 
the time spent and the love that existed, these days were not 
too different from time with our families. Mary and Joseph 
were observant of the customs of Jews of their day, and hos-
pitality would have been important to them. Perhaps you 
could invite someone to your home for dinner in imitation of 
their practice. It would be especially good if you invite a per-
son who might be having a difficult time or someone who is 
not a regular guest in your home. Today’s readings: Acts 
13:44–52; Psalm 98:1, 2–3ab, 3cd–4; John 14:7–14. Proper 
Gospel for Joseph: Matthew 13:54–58.
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