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Dates to Remember
 January 9: Feast of the
Baptism of the Lord—
9:00 AM Mass & FCFF
Unit 3 Formation Session
 January 13: Memorial of St.
Hilary
 January 16: Second Sunday
in Ordinary Time —
Masses at 4:00 PM on
Saturday and 9:00 AM on
Sunday

Baptized to Be
Like Us
Jesus goes down into the
river to immerse himself in
the same condition we are
in. Indeed, baptism actually
means “immersion.” On
the first day of his ministry,
Jesus tells us that he does
not save us from on high,
with a sovereign decree or
act of force. He saves us
by coming to meet us and
taking our sins upon
himself. This is how God
conquers worldly evil: by
humbling himself, taking
charge of it. It is also the
way that we can lift up
others: not by judging, not
by suggesting what to do,
but by becoming neighbors,
empathizing, sharing God’s
love. Closeness is God’s
manner with us. God is
here, waiting, waiting for us
to open the doors of our
hearts. God draws near
and caresses us with his
mercy.
—Pope Francis

The Baptism of the Lord

Luke 3: 15-16, 21-22

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke.
The people were filled with expectation,
and all were asking in their hearts
whether John might be the Christ.
John answered them all, saying,
“I am baptizing you with water,
but one mightier than I is coming.
I am not worthy to loosen the thongs of his sandals.
He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.”
After all the people had been baptized
and Jesus also had been baptized and was praying,
heaven was opened and the Holy Spirit descended upon him
in bodily form like a dove.
And a voice came from heaven,
“You are my beloved Son;
with you I am well pleased.”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Christmas Eve Family Liturgy
It was a blessing to begin our celebration of
Christmas with our FCFF Families who were
present at our Christmas Eve Liturgy!
Adella Rusak and Gian Reyes, 3rd grade level
FCFF students, portrayed Mary and Joseph,
looking for a place to stay in Bethlehem to
welcome the birth of Jesus, during the
narration of The Posada.

Our FCFF children processed
around the church with Father
Blazek and rang bells as we sang,
“Gloria in Excelsis Deo” to
welcome the birth of our Divine
Savior!
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Sunday Gospel Connection: January 9, 2022
The Baptism of the Lord — Cycle C
Luke 3: 15-16, 21-22
Gospel Background: Today we celebrate the feast of the
Baptism of the Lord. In today's Gospel, as in the other Gospel
accounts of Jesus' baptism, we hear John the Baptist address
the confusion of the people who thought that John might be
the Messiah. In response, John contrasts the baptism that he
performs with the Baptism that Jesus will inaugurate. John
the Baptist says that he has baptized with water, but that
someone will come and baptize with the Holy Spirit. The type
of baptism that John performed was not yet a Christian
Baptism; it was a preparation for Christian Baptism through which sins are forgiven and the gift of
the Holy Spirit is received.
The baptism of Jesus is reported in each of the three Synoptic Gospels—Matthew, Mark, and Luke.
Clearly, it was an event of great significance for Jesus and for the early Christian community. The
Evangelists Mark and Luke report the story from Jesus' perspective; the voice from heaven is
addressed to Jesus. Compare this to Matthew's Gospel in which the voice from heaven speaks to
everyone. In Luke, however, the Holy Spirit descends upon Jesus during his time of prayer after his
baptism. Through his Gospel, Luke will show Jesus to be a person of prayer who withdraws regularly
from the crowds and his disciples to pray to his Father.
The baptism of Jesus is considered a manifestation of God in Jesus, another “epiphany.” On this, the
last day of the Christmas season, our Gospel reveals to us Jesus' relation to God: the son of Mary and
Joseph is also God's own Son. In Luke's Gospel, all three members of the Trinity are manifested here:
God the Father in the voice, the Holy Spirit descending, and Jesus the Son. At the beginning of his
Gospel, Luke is communicating to us important information about the identity of Jesus. In the verses
that follow, Luke lists the genealogy of Jesus, tracing Jesus' ancestry back to the first person, Adam,
who is also identified as the son of God. We, the children of Adam and Eve, are again made children
of God through Baptism.

Family Connection: Every family has a unique identity that is defined by the behaviors,
attitudes, and expectations that govern a family's daily life. This identity is influenced by the family
history of the parents, but each family's expression of this history is unique. In today's Gospel, we
learn that Jesus' behavior, attitudes, and expectations were governed by his identity as God's beloved
Son. In our Baptism, we were made children of this same heavenly Father. This identity as members
of the family of God, and as brothers and sisters of Jesus, also shapes our family's daily life.
As you gather as a family, identify some of the expectations and behaviors that govern your family
life by answering the question, “What are some of the things that make our family life unique?”
Celebrate these things about your family life. Read today's Gospel, Luke 3:15-16,21-22. Observe that
Jesus' identity as the Beloved Son of the Father governed his behaviors, attitudes, and expectations.
Recall that at our Baptism we were made children of this same heavenly Father. How does this
identity as a member of the family of God govern and shape our family life? Conclude in prayer
together that we will remain faithful to our baptismal identity as children of God and as brothers or
sisters of Jesus. Conclude by praying together the Lord's Prayer.
For more information and Sunday Connection resources visit:
https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/baptism-of-the-lordcycle-c-sunday-connection/

FEAST OF THE BAPTISM
OF THE LORD
Make us Holy
Loving Father,
you sent the gift of the Spirit
upon your beloved Son
on the banks of the Jordan
long ago.
And upon each of us,
the Spirit called upon the waters,
making them holy.
Strengthen us in that same Spirit,
make us holy, set us apart,
that we answer your call.
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

January 9, 2022
In You I Am Well Pleased
Today’s readings: Isaiah 42, 1–4 or Isaiah 40:1–5, 9–11;
Psalm 29:1–2, 3– 4, 3, 9–10 or Psalm 104:1b–2, 3– 4,
24–25, 27–28, 29–20; Acts 10:34–38 or Titus 2:11–14, 3:4–7;
Luke 3:15–16, 21–22. John the Baptist pointed away from
himself and toward Jesus. He spoke God’s Word to the people and baptized those who came to him, but he knew that
he was not the messiah, the one who will baptize “with the
holy Spirit and fire.” And then one day, Jesus came to him to
be baptized.
The heavens opened and the Spirit came down in the
form of a dove. “You are my Beloved Son; with you I am
well pleased.” The Holy Spirit descended bodily, making

Jesus ready for his public ministry. What joy John must have
felt to see the fulfillment of God’s promises to him and to
the people of Israel! It was the beginning of Jesus’ public
ministry, in which he preached the kingdom of God but also
revealed it in everything that he did.
On the day of our baptism, we receive the same Holy
Spirit that descended on Jesus two thousand years ago. It is
the beginning of our own vocation to reveal the kingdom of
God in our words and our actions: to be like Jesus. How is
God calling you today? You are God’s beloved child, in
whom God is well pleased. How will you carry the joy of
that revelation into your life beyond the Christmas season?

This Week and Beyond
January 10—March 1
Ordinary Time

The word ordinary can feel like a synonym for “boring,” but
Ordinary Time is far from it. This season takes its name
from the ordinal numbers (first, second, third, fourth, fifth,
and so on) that are used to count the Sundays and the weeks
that follow them. While the seasons of Advent, Christmas,
Lent, and Easter have a certain importance in the liturgical
year, that does not diminish Ordinary Time. Consider that as
the priest prepares the paschal candle at the Easter Vigil, he
states, “All time belongs to him.” How might you use this
season to grow closer to God?

January 18–25
Prayer for Christian Unity

The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity spans an octave, or
eight-day observance, a time frame that lends significance to
the week. It is a great sorrow to be separated from our brothers and sisters in Christ, unable to join around the Eucharistic
table together to “do this in memory of me.” We wait in hope
in a special way during this week for the day when all divisions among Christians will cease.

January 25
Conversion of St. Paul

This feast commemorates the day when Saul, an observant
young Jewish man who opposed the early Christians and
even participated in the stoning death of St. Stephen, had
an encounter with the risen Jesus. Saul, also known as Paul,
left behind his former life to become an apostle to the
gentiles. To preach the Gospel, you might offer forgiveness
and mercy to someone who is not sorry, serve a meal at a
soup kitchen with a joyful heart, or drop off a box of diapers
at a place that serves mothers and children. Today’s readings: Acts 22: 3–6 or Acts 9:1–22; Psalm 117:1bc, 2; Mark
16:15–18.

January 28
St. Thomas Aquinas

Known as the angelic doctor, St. Thomas Aquinas was a
Dominican priest whose writings are essential to the way we
understand what we believe. He was a great theologian and
philosopher, engaging with the intellectual currents of his
day as well as those of ancient philosophy. St. Thomas
described the beatific vision, unending happiness and union
with God, as the goal of human life. Today’s readings:
2 Samuel 11:1–4a, 5–10a, 13–17; Psalm 51: 3–4, 5–6a,
6bcd–7, 10–11; Mark 4:26–34.

January 31
St. John Bosco

St. John Bosco was an Italian priest who worked to improve
the lives of young people who lived in poverty. He went into
the world to encounter the young people who had traveled
to the city to try to find a better life but were living in abject
poverty and unsafe conditions. He began many initiatives
and organizations to assist children and was the founder
of a religious congregation. Today’s readings: 2 Samuel
15:13–14, 30, 16:5–13; Psalm 3:2–3, 4–5, 6–7; Mark 5:1–20.

February 2
The Presentation of the Lord

This feast, forty days after Christmas, is traditionally a time
to bring candles to church to be blessed. In Luke’s account
of the Gospel, we hear Simeon proclaim Jesus “a light for
revelation to the Gentiles and glory for your people Israel.”
The Gospel according to John is also a source of the imagery
of light associated with Jesus. Anna and Simeon watched and
waited for the light throughout their lives. At times, it can be
difficult to wait for what we most hope for. Watching and
waiting for the light, we can unite ourselves with the waiting
of Anna and Simeon. What desires of your heart are you still
waiting to have fulfilled? You might decorate a tealight
holder and light the candle to remind you to wait in hope.
Today’s readings: Malachi 3:1– 4, Psalm 24:7, 8, 9, 10;
Hebrews 2:14–18; Luke 2: 22–40.
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