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Dates to Remember 
 

 

 October 22:  Memorial of 
St. John Paul II 

 

 October 23:  Pivotal 
Players:  St. Thomas 
Aquinas, 10:00 AM & 7:00 
PM 

 

 October 27:  Thirtieth 
Sunday in Ordinary Time 

                      The Ca thol ic  Community  of  D iv in e  Sa v ior  
 

Twenty-Ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time  
               Luke 18: 1-8 
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke. 
 

Jesus told his disciples a parable 
about the necessity for them to pray always without becoming weary.  
He said, “There was a judge in a certain town 
who neither feared God nor respected any human being.  
And a widow in that town used to come to him and say, 
‘Render a just decision for me against my adversary.’ 
For a long time the judge was unwilling, but eventually he thought, 
‘While it is true that I neither fear God nor respect any human being,  
because this widow keeps bothering me 
I shall deliver a just decision for her 
lest she finally come and strike me.’”  
The Lord said, “Pay attention to what the dishonest judge says.  
Will not God then secure the rights of his chosen ones 
who call out to him day and night?  
Will he be slow to answer them?  
I tell you, he will see to it that justice is done for them speedily.  
But when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on earth?” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

Divine Savior is presenting Bishop Robert Barron’s video series, “The 
Pivotal Players”.  These videos explore the lives of people who had a 
pivotal role in shaping the life of the Church and in changing the course of 
Western Civilization.   
 

Join us in our parish hall on Wednesday, October 23, at 10:00 AM or 
at 7:00 PM for the hour-long video and short discussion about the life of 
St. Thomas Aquinas, a Dominican priest, theologian, and Doctor of the 
Church, who was one of the great teachers of the medieval Catholic 
Church and made lasting contributions through his writings. 

World Mission 
Sunday 

 

“The Church is on mission in 
the world. … This missionary 
mandate touches us personally: 
I am a mission, always; you are 
a mission, always; every 
baptized man and woman is a 
mission.  People in love never 
stand still: they are drawn out 
of themselves; they are 
attracted and attract others in 
turn; they give themselves to 
others and build relationships 
that are life-giving.  As far as 
God’s love is concerned, no one 
is useless or insignificant.  Each 
of us is a mission to the world, 
for each of us is the fruit of 
God’s love.  
 

—Pope Francis 
 

 

The Church celebrates 
World Mission Sunday each 
year on the third Sunday of 
October. This year, Pope 
Francis has declared the 
entire month of October as  
Extraordinary Missionary  
Month, calling us to greater 
missionary awareness, 
recognizing the needs of 
our brothers and sisters 
and reaching out to them in 
love and support. 
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Gospel Background:  This is the first of two 
parables that Jesus tells in Luke 18 about prayer. (The 
second will be read at Mass next Sunday.) This first 
parable is a lesson in persistence in prayer. (Next 
Sunday's parable will address attitude in prayer.) While 
the parable seems to present prayer as nagging God for 
what we want, such a reading misses the point. God is 
not like the judge in the parable, worn down by requests 
and coerced to respond. The key is found in the 
description of the judge as corrupt and unjust. Since 
God can be neither, we must understand Jesus to be 
saying that if even an unjust judge responds to the 
persistence of the widow, how much more so will God 
listen to our prayers. God truly wants to hear our needs 
and respond generously. It is the final lament of Jesus 
that gets to the point of the parable. The lesson is about the persistence of the one who prays. God 
wants us to be like the persistent widow, staying in relationship with God, confident that God hears 
and answers prayers. Then Jesus laments, “Will such faith be found when the Son of Man comes?” In 
this lament, Jesus notes how easy it can be for us to lose heart. 
 

Family Connection:  Children nag because it works. Parents, like the judge in the parable, often 
get worn down by the persistence of their children asking for things large and small. Nagging is not a 
positive trait, to be sure. The confidence and the persistence behind this behavior, however, 
confidence in the goodness of the giver and the tenacity to stay in the relationship, are traits worth 
emulating in our relationship with God. 
 

Read together Luke 18:1-8. Talk about appropriate ways to make needs and desires known to one 
another and to God in prayer. Recall that God wants to answer our prayers. As a family, offer your 
needs as prayers of petition to God. 
 

For more information and Sunday Connection resources visit:   
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/sunday-connection 

 
 

The Mystery of Real Presence in the Eucharist 
 

“All the dimensions of the Eucharist come together in one aspect which more than any other makes a 
demand on our faith: the mystery of the real presence.  With the entire tradition of the Church, we 
believe that Jesus is truly present under the eucharistic species.  This presence is called “real” not in 
an exclusive way, as if to suggest that other forms of Christ’s presence are not real, but par 
excellence, because Christ thereby becomes substantially present, whole and entire, in the reality of 
his body and blood.  Faith demands that we approach the Eucharist fully aware that we are 
approaching Christ himself.  The Eucharist is a mystery of presence, the perfect fulfillment of Jesus’ 
promise to remain with us until the end of the world.” 

—Pope St. John Paul II 
 

Born in Wadowice, Poland on May 18, 1920, Karol Wojtyla was the archbishop of Krakow when he was elected pope in 1978.  
During his twenty-six year reign, Pope John Paul II defended human dignity and the life of the spirit, leaving a profound impact 
on the Church and the world.  He died on April 2, 2005, and was canonized by Pope Francis on April 24, 2014.  His feast day 
is October 22. 

Sunday Gospel Connection:   October 20, 2019 
The Twenty-Ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time, Cycle C 

Luke 18: 1-8 



PAGE 3 FAMILY FAITH FOCUS VOLUME 8 ,  ISSUE 12 


