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Dates to Remember
 December 18: Simbang Gabi
Mass — 4:00 PM
 December 19: Fourth Sunday of
Advent— Mass at 9:00 AM
 December 24: Christmas
Eve— Family Mass at 4:00 PM
 December 25: Christmas
Day— Masses at 9:00 AM &
10:30 AM
 December 26: Feast of the
Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, &
Joseph — Mass at 9:00 AM

Christ Our Light
At Midnight Mass we listen
to the words: “The people
who walked in darkness
have seen a great light”
(Is 9:1). The people—
caught up in their activities
and routines, amid their
successes and failures, their
worries and expectations,
with all their joys and hopes,
their disappointments and
regrets—have seen a great
light. In every age the
people of God are called to
contemplate this light, a light
for the nations meant to
shine on every corner of
our city, on our fellow
citizens, on every part of
our lives. One special
quality of God’s people is
their ability to see, to
contemplate, even in
“moments of darkness,” the
light which Christ brings.
God’s faithful people can
see, discern and
contemplate his living
presence in the midst of life.
—Pope Francis

Fourth Sunday of Advent

Luke 1: 39-45

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke.
Mary set out
and traveled to the hill country in haste
to a town of Judah,
where she entered the house of Zechariah
and greeted Elizabeth.
When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting,
the infant leaped in her womb,
and Elizabeth, filled with the Holy Spirit,
cried out in a loud voice and said,
“Blessed are you among women,
and blessed is the fruit of your womb.
And how does this happen to me,
that the mother of my Lord should come to me?
For at the moment the sound of your greeting reached my ears,
the infant in my womb leaped for joy.
Blessed are you who believed
that what was spoken to you by the Lord
would be fulfilled.”
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Christmas Blessings
Dear FCFF Families,
May Jesus, our Divine Savior, be at the center your Christmas
celebration, reminding you of the wonder and awe of God’s love made
present in the birth of His Son.
We look forward to your participation in the beautiful liturgies of this holy season as we
celebrate the birth of the Christ Child who came to bring God’s love and salvation to all
people.
Know that you have our prayers and best wishes for a Blessed Christmas and a New Year
filled with hope and happiness. God bless you always in his love and peace!
Father Jim Blazek, Ms. Mary Coban, and all of our Catechists —
Ms. Angela Magnelli, Ms. Christina Mikucki, Mrs. Kacie Bratko,
Mrs. Fiona Tanny, Mrs. Nicole Rusak, Mrs. Theresa Magnelli, Ms. Joan Sipiora,
Mrs. Domenica Duszynski, Ms. Julie McGuire
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Sunday Gospel Connection: December 19, 2021
Fourth Sunday of Advent — Cycle C
Luke 1: 39-45
Gospel Background: On this the last Sunday before Christmas, our
Gospel reading prepares us to witness Christ's birth by showing us how Jesus
was recognized as Israel's long-awaited Messiah even before his birth. The
Gospel turns our attention from the ministry of John the Baptist to the events
that preceded John the Baptist's birth. The story of John the Baptist and his
parents, Elizabeth and Zechariah, are reported only in Luke's Gospel. Luke
pairs the birth of John the Baptist and Jesus, establishing John's early
connection to the Messiah.
Our Gospel reading recalls Mary's actions after the announcement of Jesus'
birth by the angel Gabriel. Mary goes to visit Elizabeth, her cousin, who is also
with child. Elizabeth greets Mary with full recognition of the roles that they and their unborn children
will play in God's plan for salvation. If we were to continue to read the verses that follow in Luke's
Gospel, we would hear Mary respond to Elizabeth's greeting with her song of praise, the Magnificat.
Both women recall and echo God's history of showing favor upon the people of Israel.
In Luke's Gospel the Holy Spirit helps reveal Jesus' identity as God to those who believe. Elizabeth is
filled with the Holy Spirit and sings Mary's praise because she bears the Lord. We sing these words of
praise to Mary in the Hail Mary. Even John the Baptist, the unborn child in Elizabeth's womb, is said
to recognize the presence of the Lord and leaps for joy.
It is appropriate in this season of Advent that we consider the role of Mary in God's plan of salvation.
Elizabeth describes Mary as the first disciple, as the one who believed that God's word to her would be
fulfilled. Mary's faith enabled her to recognize the work of God in her people's history and in her own
life. Her openness to God allowed God to work through her so that salvation might come to everyone.
Because of this, Mary is a model and symbol of the Church. May we be like Mary, open and cooperative
in God's plan for salvation.

Family Connection: In the encounter between Mary and Elizabeth described in today's Gospel, we
learn that other people can help us recognize God's presence and action in our lives. Mary traveled to
see Elizabeth because Elizabeth's pregnancy was a sign that everything the angel told Mary would
truly happen. Elizabeth recognized Mary as the mother of her Lord because her unborn child, John the
Baptist, leapt at the sound of Mary's greeting. Elizabeth and Mary rejoiced together at the wonderful
things God was doing in their lives. We too are blessed when we have people who help us recognize
God's action in our lives. We pray that our family can be this for one another.
As you gather as a family, work together on a word search or hidden-picture puzzle. Help one another
until everyone has found each of the words or pictures in the puzzle. Talk about this experience,
noticing how some people found words or pictures more easily than others and how easy it was to see
the word or picture once someone else pointed it out. Observe that sometimes we need the help of
others to recognize God's presence and action in our lives. Read together today's Gospel, Luke 1:39-45.
Ask: What did Elizabeth recognize about Mary? (that she was to be the mother of Jesus, the Lord) How
did Elizabeth know this? (Her baby, John the Baptist, leapt with joy at Mary's greeting) Pray together
that as we share our faith together as a family, we may help one another recognize God's presence and
action in our lives. Pray together the Hail Mary.

For more information and Sunday Connection resources visit:
https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/fourth-sunday-ofadvent-cycle-c-sunday-connection/
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O Antiphons
The O Antiphons are prayed on
the seven days before Christmas
Eve during Evening Prayer. Each
antiphon begins with O and
addresses Jesus by a title that
refers to Isaiah’s prophesy about
the Messiah. The Advent hymn, “ O Come, O Come
Emmanuel “ is based on the O Antiphons.
December 17: O Wisdom of our God Most High,
guiding creation with power and love:
Come to teach us the path of
knowledge!
December 18: O Leader of the House of Israel,
giver of the Law to Moses on Sinai:
Come to rescue us with your mighty
power!

Canticle of Mary

December 19: O Root of Jesse’s stem,
sign of God’s love for all his people:
Come to save us without delay!

(Magnificat)
My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, my spirit
rejoices in God my Savior for he has looked with favor
on his lowly servant.
From this day all generations will call me blessed: The
Almighty has done great things for me, and holy is his
Name.
He has mercy on those who fear him
in every generation.
He has shown the strength of his arm,
he has scattered the proud in their conceit.
He has cast down the mighty from their thrones,
and has lifted up the lowly.
He has filled the hungry with good things,
and the rich he has sent away empty.
He has come to the help of his servant Israel
for he has remembered his promise of mercy,
the promise he made to our fathers,
to Abraham and his children forever.
Luke 1:46-55

December20: O Key of David,
opening the gates of God’s eternal
Kingdom:
Come and free the prisoners of
darkness!
December 21: O Radiant Dawn,
splendor of eternal light, sun of justice:
Come and shine on those who dwell in
darkness and in the shadow of death.
December 22: O King of all nations and keystone
of the Church:
Come and save man, whom you
formed from the dust!
December 23: O Emmanuel, our King and Giver
of Law:
Come to save us, Lord our God!
—Catholic Household Blessings and Prayers
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The Nativity of the Lord
Luke 2: 1-14
A reading from the holy Gospel according to
Luke.
In those days a decree went out from Caesar
Augustus that the whole world should be
enrolled.
This was the first enrollment,
when Quirinius was governor of Syria.
So all went to be enrolled, each to his own town.
And Joseph too went up from Galilee from the
town of Nazareth to Judea, to the city of David
that is called Bethlehem,
because he was of the house and family of
David, to be enrolled with Mary, his betrothed,
who was with child.
While they were there,
the time came for her to have her child,
and she gave birth to her firstborn son.
She wrapped him in swaddling clothes and laid
him in a manger, because there was no room for
them in the inn.
Now there were shepherds in that region living
in the fields and keeping the night watch over
their flock.
The angel of the Lord appeared to them
and the glory of the Lord shone around them,
and they were struck with great fear.
The angel said to them,
“Do not be afraid;
for behold, I proclaim to you good news
of great joy that will be for all the people.
For today in the city of David
a savior has been born for you
who is Christ and Lord.
And this will be a sign for you:
you will find an infant wrapped in swaddling
clothes and lying in a manger.”
And suddenly there was a multitude of the
heavenly host with the angel,
praising God and saying:
“Glory to God in the highest
and on earth peace to those
on whom his favor rests.”
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Christmas Season
Mass Schedule
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 24
CHRISTMAS EVE
4:00 PM Family Liturgy
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 25
CHRISTMAS DAY
THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD
Liturgies at 9:00 & 10:30 AM
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 26
THE HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS,
MARY, AND JOSEPH
Liturgy at 9:00 AM
TUESDAY, JANUARY 1
NEW YEAR’S DAY
9:00 AM Liturgy
SUNDAY, JANUARY 2
SOLEMNITY OF THE EPIPHANY
OF OUR LORD
Vigil Liturgy— Saturday, January 1, 4:00 PM
Sunday Liturgy at 9:00 AM
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Sunday Gospel Connection: December 25, 2021
The Nativity of the Lord
Luke 2: 1-14
Gospel Background: During the Christmas season, our liturgy invites us
to consider the birth of the Lord from many vantage points. As we begin this
season, it is useful to remember that the stories of Jesus' birth and childhood
are found in only two of our Gospels, Matthew and Luke. Throughout this
season, we will hear stories from both Gospels. Those Gospels tell different but
complementary stories about Jesus' birth, highlighting items of theological
importance about the Incarnation and the salvation that Jesus brings.
On this day, the Feast of Christmas, we are given the details of Christ's birth
as found in the Gospel of Luke. Here we learn about the census that brings
Mary and Joseph from Nazareth to Bethlehem, where Jesus is born. We also
hear about the angel's announcement of this good news to the shepherds. In
these details, we find two of Luke's particular concerns: (1) to locate the coming of Christ in the wider
framework of salvation history as good news for all people, Gentiles and Jews, and (2) to show the
Lord's favor upon the poor and lowly.
In Luke's Gospel, Jesus is born as one of the poor. Laid in a manger in a stable, because there was no
room at the inn, he comes into the world through obscure and surprising means. Yet, as the angel
proclaims this good news to the shepherds, this infant is announced as the Messiah and Lord. In the
song of the angels, all are invited to give glory to God for this miraculous birth, in which God comes
to share our humanity.
The angels sing that Jesus' coming brings peace. Yet there is little in the details of this Gospel that
gives evidence of peace. Jesus is born as a traveler away from home, born in a stable in a crowded
city under the occupation of foreigners. The appearance of the angel to the shepherds frightens them.
When the angels proclaim Jesus' birth as the harbinger of “peace on earth,” the evangelist Luke
clearly wants us to take the long view. The shepherds are invited to claim a faith that will enable
them to see this infant as a sign God's promise of a messiah. It is through such faith that one finds
the peace of which the angels sing.

Family Connection: Christmas has come to be associated as a season of peace. This association
and our familiarity with the Christmas story sometimes make us forget about the difficult
circumstances surrounding Jesus' birth. As a family, gather around your nativity and carefully read
Luke's story of Jesus' birth, Luke 2:1-14. Recall that the manger you see in the nativity set is not in a
house, but a stable. The animals you see might have been noisy and may even have smelled
unpleasant. Joseph and Mary were far from home in a city that was crowded and under the
occupation of foreigners. The shepherds may have been unclean from their time in the fields. Invite
each family member to say one thing about the Christmas story that makes an impression upon
them.
Conclude by praying together for people in today's world who may experience circumstances like
those found in the story of Jesus' birth. Pray for those who are far from home, those who live in fear,
those who live in need. Sing together one or more Christmas hymns, such as “Hark the Herald
Angels Sing” or “Angels We Have Heard on High.”
For more information and Sunday Connection resources visit:
https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/liturgical-year/sundayconnection/nativity-of-the-lord-christmas-midnight-mass/

Fourth Sunday of Advent

Keeper of Promises
Father,
you keep your promises
to Sarah, to Hannah,
to Elizabeth, to Mary,
to your people Israel.
You have promised to heal the world

and to fill it with your love
like water fills the sea.
Help us to wait in hope.
Give us food for the journey
that our eyes might see your salvation.
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Sunday, December 19, 2021
Blessed Are You Who Believed
Today’s readings: Micah 5:1–4a; Psalm 80:2–3, 15–16,
18–19; Hebrews 10:5–10; Luke 1:39–45. In the season of
Advent, we look to those who watched and waited for Jesus
when he first came into the world. The people of Israel, who
first heard the words of the prophets, were waiting. The
prophets spoke God’s Word to them and gave them hope.
They described the one who would come and the kingdom
he would bring. Micah says his greatness extends to the ends
of the earth.
Mary waited for the messiah throughout her early life.
But she waited for Jesus in a way unique to her. When she
was invited to be part of this completely new thing God was
doing, she said yes with her whole heart. And then she set out.

Elizabeth’s words to Mary communicate something
important. “Blessed are you who believed that what was
spoken to you by the Lord would be fulfilled.” Mary is
blessed because she knew that God was a keeper of promises. As we wait in hope, we can meditate on this truth. Take
some time to think about what we hope for. We often worry
about the conditions of the world. The weight of its brokenness can be hard to bear. But God keeps promises. In the
words of the prophets and in the life of Jesus, a new possibility is revealed. Take some time today to meditate on the
possibility of a world filled with God’s love, governed by
justice and peace to the ends of the earth.

This Week at Home
Monday, December 20
Nothing Impossible

“Nothing will be impossible for God.” It is easy to be discouraged when confronting a struggle. People have cried out
to God throughout salvation history, longing to heal the brokenness in their lives and in the world. God’s solution came
in a way beyond their comprehension: God coming to experience human life and thereby redeem it. Consider illustrating
this Gospel passage or copying the Scripture. While you are
reflecting, meditate on these words: “Nothing will be impossible for God.” What are the seeming impossibilities in your
life? Where might God provide solutions beyond your imagination? Today’s readings: Isaiah 7:10–14; Psalm 24:1–2,
3–4ab, 5–6; Luke 1:26–38.

Tuesday, December 21
The Visitation

Imagine yourself alongside the newly pregnant Mary as she
goes “in haste” across eighty miles of rough terrain, seeking
out someone also experiencing a miraculous pregnancy.
What did she see, hear, and think about as she was walking?
We know that John the Baptist leapt for joy within his mother
at the sound of Mary’s voice. What do you think Elizabeth
felt when John leapt for joy? Today’s readings: Song of Songs
2:8–14 or Zephaniah 3:14–18a; Psalm 33:2–3, 11–12,
20–21; Luke 1:39–45.

Wednesday, December 22
He Has Lifted Up the Lowly

Mary proclaims the Magnificat, her song of praise to God, in
Luke 1:46–56. Copy the Scripture. Which words particularly
speak to you? While reading the Scriptures, we see how God
has acted in history. This can help us to see what God is
doing today. How do you see God acting as Mary proclaims?
Today’s readings: 1 Samuel 1:24–28; 1 Samuel 2:1, 4–8;
Luke 1:46–56.

Thursday, December 23
Great Mercy

In today’s Gospel, the birth of John is described as “the Lord
had shown his great mercy toward” Elizabeth. When have
you experienced God’s mercy? God kept the promise
to Elizabeth, and in doing so, kept the promise of the prophets of old, that one would come who would prepare the
way of the Lord. Today’s readings: Malachi 3:1–4, 23–24;
Psalm 25:4–5ab, 8–9, 10, 14; Luke 1:57–66.

Friday, December 24
Nativity Scene

Laying out a Nativity can be a contemplative experience.
If you have already set up a Nativity, spend some time sitting
before it in silent prayer. What do you notice? Did you know
that St. Francis of Assisi put together the first Nativity?
Nativities have helped Christians to pray about the incarnation for hundreds of years. Today’s readings: Morning:
2 Samuel 7:1–5, 8b–12, 14a, 16; Psalm 89:2–3, 4–5, 27, 29;
Luke 1:67–79.

Saturday, December 25
Joy to the World!

Today we celebrate the incarnation, God becoming human
that we might share in God’s divine life. We might wonder
why God would choose to become something so vulnerable
as a new baby. Why would God want to enter into the human
condition, with all its limitations? Why would God enter into
a world with sadness and suffering, and death? He came to
open the way to a new possibility: a kingdom marked by justice, peace, and life. God’s love is more than anything we can
imagine, and God’s will is for us to live in that love. Today’s
readings: Night: Isaiah 9:1–6; Psalm 96:1–2, 2–3, 11–12,
13; Titus 2:11–14; Luke 2:1–14 ; Dawn: Isaiah 62:11–12;
Psalm 97:1, 6, 11–12; Titus 3:4–7; Luke 2:15–20; Day:
Isaiah 52:7–10; Psalm 89:2–3, 4–5, 27, 29; Hebrews 1:1–6;
John 1:1–18 or 1:1–5, 9–14.
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