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Dates to Remember 
 

 All Masses and Parish 
Gatherings have been 
suspended by Cardinal 
Cupich until further 
notice.   

 

 Please see our parish 
website for more 
information and links 
to view Sunday or 
weekday Masses 
online. 

                      The Ca thol ic  Community  of  D iv in e  Sa v ior  
 

Fourth Sunday of Lent    John 9: 1-41 
  

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John. 
  

As Jesus passed by he saw a man blind from birth. 
His disciples asked him, "Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents,  
that he was born blind?" 
Jesus answered, "Neither he nor his parents sinned;  
it is so that the works of God might be made visible through him. 
We have to do the works of the one who sent me while it is day. 
Night is coming when no one can work. 
While I am in the world, I am the light of the world." 
When he had said this, he spat on the ground and made clay with the 
saliva, and smeared the clay on his eyes, and said to him,  
"Go wash in the Pool of Siloam" —which means Sent—. 
So he went and washed, and came back able to see. 
 

His neighbors and those who had seen him earlier as a beggar said,  
"Isn't this the one who used to sit and beg?" Some said, "It is, " 
but others said, "No, he just looks like him." He said, "I am." 
So they said to him, "How were your eyes opened?" He replied, 
"The man called Jesus made clay and anointed my eyes and told me, 
'Go to Siloam and wash.' So I went there and washed and was able to see." 
And they said to him, "Where is he?"  He said, "I don't know." 
 

They brought the one who was once blind to the Pharisees. 
Now Jesus had made clay and opened his eyes on a sabbath. 
So then the Pharisees also asked him how he was able to see. 
He said to them, "He put clay on my eyes, and I washed and now I can 
see."  So some of the Pharisees said, "This man is not from God, 
because he does not keep the sabbath."  But others said, 
"How can a sinful man do such signs?"  And there was a division 
 among them.  So they said to the blind man again,  
"What do you have to say about him,  since he opened your eyes?" 
He said, "He is a prophet." 
 

Now the Jews did not believe that he had been blind and gained his sight  
until they summoned the parents of the one who had gained his sight. 
They asked them, Is this your son, who you say was born blind? 
How does he now see?"  His parents answered and said,  
"We know that this is our son and that he was born blind. 
We do not know how he sees now, nor do we know who opened his eyes. 
  

(Continued on pg. 2) 
  

Opening Our Eyes to 
the Light of Christ 

 

In today’s Gospel Jesus 
heals a man blind from 
birth.  With this miracle, 
Jesus manifests himself to 
us as the Light of the 
World.  The man blind 
from birth represents each 
one of us, who were 
created to know God, but 
due to sin have become 
blind.  We are in need of a 
new light, that of faith, 
which Jesus has given us.  
Indeed, that blind man in 
the Gospel, by regaining 
his sight, is opened to the 
mystery of Christ.  This 
story also reminds us of 
our baptism, which makes 
us “come to the light,” by 
being reborn through the 
water and through the 
Holy Spirit—as happens to 
the man born blind, whose 
eyes are opened after 
being cleansed in the water 
of the pool of Siloam. 
 
 

—Pope Francis 
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Continued from pg. 1) 
 

Ask him, he is of age; he can speak for himself."  His parents said this because they were afraid  
of the Jews, for the Jews had already agreed that if anyone acknowledged him as the Christ, 
he would be expelled from the synagogue.  For this reason his parents said, "He is of age; 
question him." 
 

So a second time they called the man who had been blind and said to him, "Give God the praise! 
We know that this man is a sinner."  He replied, "If he is a sinner, I do not know. 
One thing I do know is that I was blind and now I see."  So they said to him, "What did he do to you? 
How did he open your eyes?"  He answered them, "I told you already and you did not listen. 
Why do you want to hear it again?  Do you want to become his disciples, too?"  They ridiculed him 
and said, "You are that man's disciple; we are disciples of Moses!  We know that God spoke to Moses,  
but we do not know where this one is from."  The man answered and said to them, 
"This is what is so amazing, that you do not know where he is from, yet he opened my eyes. 
We know that God does not listen to sinners, but if one is devout and does his will, he listens to him. 
It is unheard of that anyone ever opened the eyes of a person born blind. If this man were not from 
God, he would not be able to do anything."  They answered and said to him, "You were born totally 
in sin, and are you trying to teach us?"  Then they threw him out. 
 

When Jesus heard that they had thrown him out, he found him and said, "Do you believe in the 
Son of Man?"  He answered and said, "Who is he, sir, that I may believe in him?"  Jesus said to him, 
"You have seen him, the one speaking with you is he."  He said, "I do believe, Lord," and he 
worshiped him.  Then Jesus said, "I came into this world for judgment, so that those who do not see 
might see, and those who do see might become blind." 
 

Some of the Pharisees who were with him heard this and said to him, "Surely we are not also blind, 
are we?"  Jesus said to them, "If you were blind, you would have no sin; but now you are saying,  
'We see,' so your sin remains.  
 

The Gospel of the Lord.   Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

Sunday Gospel Connection:  March 22, 2020 
The Fourth Sunday of Lent, Cycle A 

John 9: 1-41 

Gospel Background:  As we did last week, we are reading today from 
the Gospel of John. In today's Gospel, the healing of the man born blind 
invites us to focus on the physical and spiritual aspects of sight and light. 
In the first part of today's Gospel, we hear Jesus' response to a prevalent 
belief of his time: that misfortune and disability were the result of sin. 
That belief is why Jesus is asked the question of whose sin caused the 
man's blindness—his own or his parents'. Jesus does not answer directly, 
but instead gives the question an entirely different dimension—through 
this man's disability, God's power will be made manifest. Jesus then 
heals the man. 
 

The healing is controversial because Jesus heals on the Sabbath. The 
Pharisees, the religious authorities of Jesus' time, understood that the 
law of Moses forbade work (including healing) on the Sabbath. They also 
have trouble believing that Jesus performed a miracle. To determine whether the man was 
really born blind, the Pharisees question him and his parents. 

(Continued on pg. 3) 
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(Continued from pg. 2) 
 

The man challenges the leaders of the synagogue about their assessment of the good that Jesus has 
done. In turn, they expel the man for questioning their judgment. 
 

The final revelation and moment of enlightenment comes when the man born blind encounters Jesus 
again. Having heard the news of his expulsion, Jesus seeks out the man born blind and reveals 
himself to him as the Son of Man. In this moment, the man born blind shows himself to be a man of 
faith and worships Jesus. Jesus replies by identifying the irony of the experience of many who 
encounter Jesus: Those who are blind will now see, and those who think they now see will be found to 
be blind. 
 

As in last week's Gospel about Jesus' encounter with the Samaritan woman, today's reading has 
many allusions to Baptism. The washing of the man in the pool of Siloam is a prototype for Christian 
Baptism. Through the man's encounter with Jesus, the man born blind is healed, his sight is 
restored, and his conversion to discipleship begins. The man born blind gradually comes to a greater 
understanding about who Jesus is and what it means to be his disciple, while the Pharisees (those 
who should see) are the ones who remain blind. 
 

Family Connection:  When infants are baptized, parents, with the help of the godparents, 
assume responsibility for raising the child as a follower of Jesus. The process of maturation in the 
faith is much like the example found in the story of the man born blind. The man is cured of his 
blindness, a symbol of his sin. Each time he meets someone after the healing, the man comes to a 
deeper awareness of who Jesus is. In a similar way, we who are baptized continue to mature in faith 
as our relationship with and knowledge about Jesus grows. 
 

Invite each member of your family to draw a timeline of his or her life. On the timelines, ask family 
members to identify significant moments in their lives, especially their life of faith. Invite each 
person to reflect upon who Jesus was to him or her at each significant moment. How has each 
person's relationship with Jesus changed or matured? Then read together today's Gospel, John 9:1-
41. Note how the relationship between Jesus and the man born blind changes and grows throughout 
the Gospel. Pray together that your relationship with Jesus will continue to grow and develop, 
becoming ever deeper. Conclude by praying together the Lord's Prayer. 
 

For more information and Sunday Connection resources visit:   
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/fourth-sunday-of-lent-cycle-a-
sunday-connection  
 

Laetare Sunday 
 

The Fourth Sunday of Lent is known as Laetare Sunday.  Laetare is a Latin word that means 
“rejoice”.  As we continue our Lenten practices of Prayer, Fasting, and Almsgiving, we rejoice in 
knowing that our Lenten journey will lead us to the joy of the Risen Lord that we will celebrate at 
Easter. 
 

The Second reading for this Fourth Sunday of Lent focuses on the light of the Risen Lord that has led 
us out of the darkness of  sin.   Our baptism in the Lord calls us to “live as children of light” rejecting 
the darkness of sin and following the path to goodness and truth. 
 

Brothers and sisters:                  Ephesians 5: 8-14 
 

You were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord.  Live as children of light,  
for light produces every kind of goodness and righteousness and truth.  Try to learn what is pleasing 
to the Lord.  Take no part in the fruitless works of darkness;  rather expose them, for it is shameful 
even to mention the things done by them in secret; but everything exposed by the light becomes 
visible, for everything that becomes visible is light.  Therefore, it says: "Awake, O sleeper, 
and arise from the dead, and Christ will give you light." 
 

The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
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A Prayer Amid an Epidemic 
By Kerry Weber 

 
Jesus Christ, you traveled through towns and villages “curing every disease and illness.” At 
your command, the sick were made well. Come to our aid now, in the midst of the global 

spread of the coronavirus, that we may experience your healing love. 
 

Heal those who are sick with the virus. May they regain their strength and health through 

quality medical care. 
 

Heal us from our fear, which prevents nations from working together and neighbors from 
helping one another. 
 

Heal us from our pride, which can make us claim invulnerability to a disease that knows no 
borders. 
 

Jesus Christ, healer of all, stay by our side in this time of uncertainty and sorrow. 
 

Be with those who have died from the virus. May they be at rest with you in your eternal 
peace. 
 

Be with the families of those who are sick or have died. As they worry and grieve, defend 

them from illness and despair.  May they know your peace. 
 

Be with the doctors, nurses, researchers and all medical professionals who seek to heal and 

help those affected and who put themselves at risk in the process. May they know your 
protection and peace. 
 

Be with the leaders of all nations. Give them the foresight to act with charity and true 

concern for the well-being of the people they are meant to serve. Give them the wisdom to 
invest in long-term solutions that will help prepare for or prevent future outbreaks. May 

they know your peace, as they work together to achieve it on earth. 
 

Whether we are home or abroad, surrounded by many people suffering from this illness or 

only a few, Jesus Christ, stay with us as we endure and mourn, persist and prepare. In 

place of our anxiety, give us your peace. 
 

Jesus Christ, heal us. 
        Kerry Weber is an executive editor of America. 

 



Today’s Readings: 1 Samuel 16:1b, 6–7, 10–13a; Psalm 
23:1–3a, 3b–4, 5, 6 (1); Ephesians 5:8–14; John 9:1–41. 
When Samuel goes to Jesse to anoint a new king, no one, 
including Samuel, recognizes God’s chosen one. Only God 
is able to look within David and see that this shepherd boy 
will be a capable and faithful king. 

The people in the Gospel passage also struggle to see 
as God sees, and so do we. Jesus’ words and actions provoke 
everyone to decide whether he is God’s chosen one, whether 
God truly sent him into the world to save it. The challenge 
then, as now, is to examine the testimony without making 
assumptions, such as assuming Jesus was wrong to heal on 
the Sabbath or that blindness is a punishment for sin.

As we scrutinize Jesus, asking ourselves who he is, we 
face the ultimate challenge of moving toward or away from 
him, of moving toward or away from God’s light. We want 
to stand within this light, but sometimes the brightness 
frightens us. God’s light exposes our darkness, and it can 
hurt when God’s light burns the darkness out of us. 
Sometimes it is easier to close our eyes and pretend that we 
already see everything clearly.

But we cannot escape God’s light. It has come into the 
world, and it remains in our midst. It remains in us. This 
light will make us radiate with joy and goodness and enable 
us to illuminate the way for others if we are humble and 
brave enough to let it.

Sunday, March 22, 2020
Into the Light

That All Might Be Light
Lord of light,
God of our salvation,
we walk by the light of your Son,
whom you sent that all might see and know 

your love.
Manifest yourself to all who seek your face,
and be merciful when we persist 

in blindness.

Expose injustice,
and illuminate the way to peace.
Reveal the darkness within and around us.
Cast that darkness out of us
so that we will walk more boldly by 

your light.
With your Son as our guide,
bring us into your everlasting radiance.
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Fourth Sunday of Lent
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This Week at Home
Monday, March 23
Making Everything New
Passages such as the one from Isaiah in the First Reading 
remind us how invested God is in this earth. Having created 
the world, God will not abandon it but will refashion it, cast-
ing out suffering and sorrow. By healing a child, Jesus 
reveals that God’s work of re-creation has already begun. 
God invites us to participate in it. Reflect on how the work 
you do—or could do—is part of God’s work of remaking the 
world. Today’s Readings: Isaiah 65:17–21; Psalm 30:2 and 
4, 5–6, 11–12a and 13b; John 4:43–54.

Tuesday, March 24
Replenishing
The prophet Ezekiel tells of a glorious future in which fresh 
water flows in abundance. The water brings life to parched 
ground, transforms salty water, and allows fish and fruit trees 
to thrive. In the Gospel, Jesus surpasses this life-giving water. 
He ignores the pool and heals the man through the power of 
his word alone. The man represents all creation transformed 
and replenished by the power of Christ. Each time you use 
water today, thank God for the ways he has helped and 
replenished you. Today’s Readings: Ezekiel 47:1–9, 12; 
Psalm 46:2–3, 5–6, 8–9; John 5:1–16.

Wednesday, March 25
Solemnity of the Annunciation
In the Old Testament, sacrifices are offerings set apart for 
God. Such gifts remind the people that they themselves are set 
apart for God. We give things up during Lent in order to make 
ourselves a sacrifice, to set ourselves apart from the things of 
this world and to put ourselves at the service of God and his 
kingdom. King Ahaz did not want to become such an offering, 
whereas Mary offered herself with barely a moment’s thought. 
Offer yourself to God by praying St. Ignatius of Loyola’s 
Suscipe. Today’s Readings: Isaiah 7:10–14; 8:10; Psalm 
40:7–8a, 8b–9, 10, 11; Hebrews 10:4–10; Luke 1:26–38.

Thursday, March 26
The Faces of God
The Israelites in the reading from Exodus wanted to relate to 
God in ways that were familiar to them, so they made an 
image of God. They struggled to accept that God is both 
beyond images and represented by them, his people. Centuries 
later God again presented himself in a way that was hard for 
people to accept: in Jesus, his Son. Make a list of titles for 
Jesus. Choose one you do not normally use and reflect on what 
it reveals about God. Today’s Readings: Exodus 32:7–14; 
Psalm 106:19–20, 21–22, 23; John 5:31–47.

Friday, March 27
The Just Ones
People in the temple area question whether Jesus is the 
Messiah because they know he is from Galilee. They strug-
gle to accept that he is somehow from God, “from above.” 
Others flatly refuse to believe that Jesus has a unique rela-
tionship with God. Jesus is the just man, the one who obeys 
God in everything, yet who is attacked for precisely that rea-
son. Take a moment to pray for those who are ridiculed or 
endangered because they are doing what is right. Today’s 
Readings: Wisdom 2:1a, 12–22; Psalm 34:17–18, 19–20, 21 
and 23; John 7:1–2, 10, 25–30.

Saturday, March 28
Rejections
As Jesus continues to provoke division, the religious authori-
ties take an ever more rigid stance against him. They so insist 
that they know the law, that they know the Scriptures, that 
they demean everyone who doesn’t agree with them. God’s 
prophet Jeremiah also experienced spite and dangerous rejec-
tion. In those moments we reject someone, it may turn out 
that we have misunderstood what God is telling us. Choose a 
psalm and listen for how God might be challenging you. 
Today’s Readings: Jeremiah 11:18–20; Psalm 7:2–3, 9bc–10, 
11–12; John 7:40–53.
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