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Dates to Remember 
 

 October 3:  4:00 PM 
Mass 

 

 October 4:  9:00 AM 
Mass 

 

 Please see our parish 
website for reservation 
information and links 
to view Sunday or 
weekday Masses online. 

                      The Ca thol ic  Community  of  D iv in e  Sa v ior  
 

Twenty-Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 Matthew 21: 33-43 

 
 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew. 
 
Jesus said to the chief priests and the elders of the people: 
"Hear another parable. 
There was a landowner who planted a vineyard, 
put a hedge around it, dug a wine press in it, and built a tower.  
Then he leased it to tenants and went on a journey. 
When vintage time drew near, 
he sent his servants to the tenants to obtain his produce.  
But the tenants seized the servants and one they beat, 
another they killed, and a third they stoned.  
Again he sent other servants, more numerous than the first ones, 
but they treated them in the same way.  
Finally, he sent his son to them, thinking, 
'They will respect my son.' 
But when the tenants saw the son, they said to one another, 
'This is the heir. 
Come, let us kill him and acquire his inheritance.' 
They seized him, threw him out of the vineyard, and killed him.  
What will the owner of the vineyard do to those tenants when he comes?" 
They answered him, 
"He will put those wretched men to a wretched death 
and lease his vineyard to other tenants 
who will give him the produce at the proper times."  
Jesus said to them, "Did you never read in the Scriptures: 
 

The stone that the builders rejected 
has become the cornerstone; 
by the Lord has this been done, 
and it is wonderful in our eyes? 
 

Therefore, I say to you, 
the kingdom of God will be taken away from you 
and given to a people that will produce its fruit." 
 
The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
    

Our Lady of  
the Rosary 

 

The Church 
traditionally dedicates 
the month of October 
to our Blessed Mother 
and devotion to the 
Rosary, and celebrates 
the feast day of Our 
Lady of the Rosary on 
October 7.  This feast 
was first established 
by Pope Pius V in 1573, 
in thanksgiving for the 
victory at Lepanto, a 
major turning point in 
the ongoing conflict 
between Europe and 
the Ottoman Empire, 
when the Christians 
defeated the Turks 
after praying the 
rosary.  In 1716, Pope 
Clement XI extended 
the feast to the 
universal Church. 
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Gospel Background:  Today's Gospel follows directly after last 
Sunday's Gospel in which Jesus was questioned by Jewish religious 
leaders about the source of his teaching authority. After refusing to 
answer their questions, Jesus tells the parable of the two sons and then 
criticizes the priests and elders for their lack of belief in John the 
Baptist. 
 

In today's Gospel, Jesus once again speaks to the priests and elders with 
a parable. In this parable, the landowner leases his vineyard to tenants 
and sends his servants to collect the portion of the harvest that the 
tenants owe to him. Several times the servants are sent to collect 
payment, and each time they are beaten and killed by the tenants. 
Finally, the landowner sends his son to collect his rent. The tenants, 
believing that they will inherit the vineyard if the landowner dies 
without an heir, plot together and kill the landowner's son. 
 

After telling the parable, Jesus questions the chief priests and elders 
about what the landowner will do to the wicked tenants. They all agree that the landowner will kill 
the wicked tenants and give the land to new tenants who will pay the rent. 
 

In telling the parable, Jesus is clearly drawing upon Isaiah 5:1-7, which is today's first reading and 
one that the priests and elders would have known well. Jesus doesn't, therefore, have to explain the 
symbolism of the parable; the Pharisees would have understood that the vineyard represented Israel, 
the landowner represented God, the servants represented the prophets, and the bad tenants 
represented the religious leaders. Yet Jesus nonetheless explains the meaning of the parable for his 
audience: the Kingdom of God will be taken from the unbelieving and given to the faithful. The chief 
priests and elders have condemned themselves with their answer to Jesus' question. 
 

Today's Gospel has a parallel in Mark 12:1-12. There are some notable differences, however. In 
Matthew's version, the religious leaders condemn themselves; in Mark's Gospel, Jesus answers his 
own question. Matthew names the religious leaders as Pharisees and chief priests. Clearly this Gospel 
shows the tension that was mounting between Jesus and the Jewish religious leaders who thought 
that his message was dangerous. Matthew's Gospel was written about 70 years after Jesus' death and 
reflects the conflicts and tensions found in the Christian community for whom Matthew was writing. 
Many biblical scholars believe that the tension between Matthew's community and their Jewish 
neighbors can also be heard in today's reading. 
 

This Gospel reminds us of the importance of listening to God's word. God speaks to us in many ways—
through Scripture, through our Church tradition, in our Church's teaching, and through modern-day 
prophets. Are we attentive and receptive to God's word to us through these messengers? 
 

Family Connection:  In a ideal household, family members know the rules and follow them 
consistently. Even the most conscientious among us, however, sometimes needs to be reminded of the 
rules and their importance. How we respond to such correction reveals our true character. In today's 
Gospel Jesus exposes the religious leaders for their failure to heed God's messengers. It is an 
opportunity for us to consider how we respond to those who are God's messengers today, calling us to 
correct our ways and return to the way of the Lord. 

Continued on pg. 3) 

Sunday Gospel Connection:   October 4, 2020 
Twenty-Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time — Cycle A 

Matthew 21: 33-43 
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Continued from page 2) 
 

As you gather as a family, talk about some of the most important rules of your household. Consider 
how consistently family members follow these rules. How are family members reminded when rules 
are not being followed? How do they respond? In today's Gospel Jesus corrects the religious leaders 
through a parable telling them that they have not heeded God's messengers. Read Matthew 21:33-43. 
What are some of God's rules that we must follow? How do we respond to God's messengers today? 
Pray together as a family that you will heed God's messengers and follow God's ways. Pray together 
the Act of Contrition for the times when your family has not heeded God's word. 
 
For more information and Sunday Connection resources visit:   
 

https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/27th-
sunday-in-ordinary-time-a-sunday-connection/ 
 

Act of Contrition 
My God, 
I am sorry for my sins with all my heart. 
In choosing to do wrong 
and failing to do good, 
I have sinned against you 
whom I should love above all things. 
With your help, I will do penance, sin no more, 
and avoid those things 
which lead me to make wrong choices. 
Jesus Christ 
suffered and died for us. 
In his name, dear Father, forgive me.   Amen. 

For Reflection and Prayer… 
 

The second reading, proclaimed in the 
liturgy this Sunday, is the third of four 
consecutive weeks in Cycle A where we 
hear from Saint Paul’s letter to the 
Philippians.  Paul wrote to the Church he 
had established at Philippi from prison, 
and his letter to the Philippians, for whom 
he had a deep affection, reflects Paul’s 
great joy and confidence in the Christian 
life and faith. 
 

Paul writes to the Philippians, encouraging 
them to find peace in following his example. 
We, too, are encouraged to follow St. Paul’s 
example. Try to spend some time this week 
reflecting and praying with these words of 
Saint Paul to encourage you in your faith 
and the way to find God’s peace in your life 
each day. 

Philippians 4: 6-9 
 

Brothers and sisters: 
Have no anxiety at all, but in everything, 
by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, 
make your requests known to God. 
Then the peace of God that surpasses 
all understanding 
will guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. 
 
Finally, brothers and sisters, 
whatever is true, whatever is honorable, 
whatever is just, whatever is pure, 
whatever is lovely, whatever is gracious, 
if there is any excellence 
and if there is anything worthy of praise, 
think about these things. 
Keep on doing what you have learned and received 
and heard and seen in me. 
Then the God of peace will be with you. 


