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 Nativity of  
St. John the Baptist 

 

Just as the angel Gabriel 
appeared to the Virgin Mary 
to announce that God had 
chosen her to be the Mother 
of His Son, Jesus, so too, did 
Gabriel announce to 
Zechariah that he and his 
wife Elizabeth would also 
have a son after many years 
of being childless.  In his 
astonishment at this news, 
Zechariah was struck dumb. 
Mary, already pregnant with 
Jesus, heard the news of her 
cousin Elizabeth's pregnancy 
and rushed to visit her.  As 
the angel had told Zechariah, 
the child in Elizabeth’s womb 
“was filled with the Holy 
Spirit “ and leapt for joy as 
Mary greeted her cousin.  
Upon the birth of his son, 
Zechariah wrote, “His name 
is John,” as the angel told 
him, and with that he 
regained his voice, praising 
God and giving thanks for 
this child “who will be a 
prophet of the Most High” 
and “will go before the Lord 
to prepare his way.” 

Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
             Mark 4: 35-41 
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark. 
 

On that day, as evening drew on, Jesus said to his disciples: 
“Let us cross to the other side.” 
Leaving the crowd, they took Jesus with them in the boat just as he was. 
And other boats were with him. 
A violent squall came up and waves were breaking over the boat, 
so that it was already filling up. 
Jesus was in the stern, asleep on a cushion. 
They woke him and said to him, 
“Teacher, do you not care that we are perishing?” 
He woke up, 
rebuked the wind, and said to the sea, “Quiet! Be still!” 
The wind ceased and there was great calm. 
Then he asked them, “Why are you terrified? 
Do you not yet have faith?” 
They were filled with great awe and said to one another, 
“Who then is this whom even wind and sea obey?” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
 

Prayer for Fathers 
 

 God our Father, 
 in your wisdom and love you made 
      all things. 
 Bless our father. 
 Let the example of his faith and 
      love shine forth. 
 Grant that we, his family, 
 may honor him always 
 with a spirit of profound respect. 
 Grant this through Christ our Lord.  
 Amen. 
 

— Catholic Household Blessings  & Prayers 

Family Faith Focus 
Dates to Remember 

 

 Twelfth Sunday 
          in Ordinary Time 
 

     June 19:  4:00 PM Mass 
 

     June 20:  9:00 AM Mass 
 

NO MASS RESERVATONS 
REQUIRED —  
ALL ARE WELCOME! 
 

 June 21:  Memorial of St. 
Aloysius Gonzaga 

 

 June 24:  Solemnity of the 
Nativity of St. John the Baptist 
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Gospel Background:  As we continue in Ordinary Time, our reading today 
is taken from the Gospel of Mark, the primary Gospel reading in Lectionary 
Cycle B. Mark's Gospel presents a vivid portrait of Jesus, whose words and deeds 
show that he is the Son of God. Today's Gospel describes the end of a day of 
teaching in Jesus' ministry. Jesus taught the crowd in parables and then offered 
explanations of these parables to his disciples. Jesus then led his disciples away 
from the crowds and into the boats that they will use to cross the Sea of Galilee. 
The sea and its surrounding area are the settings for Jesus' teachings and 
miracles in this part of Mark's Gospel. Today's reading describes how Jesus 
calmed a storm at sea. It is the first of four miracles that are presented in 
sequence at this point in Mark's Gospel. 
 

As is typical in Mark's Gospel, Jesus' disciples are frightened by the sudden 
storm; they do little to inspire confidence in the reader. Mark notes the contrast 
between the disciples' terror and Jesus' peace. Jesus is sleeping, untroubled by what is going on around him. 
 

The disciples' words to Jesus are telling. They are familiar enough with Jesus to dare to wake him. Their 
words to him are words of reproach, questioning his care for them. A careful reader might wonder what the 
disciples expected Jesus to do. Are they more troubled by the storm or by Jesus' inattentiveness to their 
needs? How many of us have chided a family member or friend for not agreeing with our assessment of the 
severity of a situation? 
 

Today's Gospel offers evidence of Jesus' power and authority as he calms the storm. In his day, power over 
nature was believed to be a sign of divinity—only God calms storms. Jesus' rebuke of the storm also echoes 
the rebuke he uses when he talks to and expels demons. In each situation, Jesus' power and authority is a 
sign of his divinity. Indeed, the disciples are left wondering about Jesus' identity at the conclusion of today's 
Gospel. They see before them a human being who acts with the authority and power of God. The disciples' 
uncertainty about Jesus' identity is a recurring theme in Mark's Gospel. 
 

This Gospel is a metaphor for our lives. We are in the boat, the storms of life are raging around us, and like 
the disciples, we may believe that Jesus is unconcerned, or “sleeping.” We hope that we will be as familiar 
with Jesus as his disciples. If we feel that Jesus is sleeping, are we comfortable enough to wake Jesus and 
present him with our needs? Jesus does not chide his disciples for waking him. Instead he chides them for 
their lack of faith, for their lack of perspective. When we bring our worries to God in prayer, we might just 
begin to learn to see things from God's perspective. 
 

Family Connection:  Worries and concerns are part of human life. Jesus teaches us, however, that we 
ought not to let worries and concerns consume us. Jesus teaches us that our faith ought to lead us to trust in 
God's protection and love, no matter how strong the whirlwind going on around us. Like the disciples, we can 
bring our worries and concerns to Jesus in prayer. Jesus will hear our cries for help. He knows that our faith 
can be fragile and he will act so that our trust in God will be strengthened. As you gather as a family, invite 
each family member to talk about something that might be worrying them. Talk about how important it is to 
share worries and concerns with other people. When we do this, we learn to see our worries from a different 
perspective. Read today's Gospel, Mark 4:35-41. Ask your family questions such as these: Why were the 
disciples worried about the storm? Why wasn't Jesus worried about the storm? When we bring our worries to 
Jesus in prayer, Jesus can help us see things from God's perspective. Invite family members to name again a 
worry or concern and pray together that Jesus will help us have faith in God's love and protection. Conclude 
in prayer together by praying the Lord's Prayer.  
 

For more information and Sunday Connection resources visit:   
 

https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/liturgical-
year/sunday-connection/12th-sunday-in-ordinary-time-b-sunday-connection/ 

Sunday Gospel Connection:  June 20, 2021 
Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time, Cycle B 

Mark 4: 35-41 


