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Dates to Remember 
 

 September 19:  4:00 PM 
Mass 

 

 September 20:  9:00 AM 
Mass 

 

 Reservations are 
required.  Space is 
limited. 

 

 Please see our parish 
website for more 
information and links to 
view Sunday or weekday 
Masses online. 

 

 September 20:  FCFF 
Parent Orientation 
Meeting, 10:00 AM 

                      The Ca thol ic  Community  of  D iv in e  Sa v ior  
 

Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
              Matthew 20: 1-16 
  

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew. 

Jesus told his disciples this parable: 
“The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner 
who went out at dawn to hire laborers for his vineyard.  
After agreeing with them for the usual daily wage, 
he sent them into his vineyard.  
Going out about nine o’clock, 
the landowner saw others standing idle in the marketplace, 
and he said to them, ‘You too go into my vineyard, 
and I will give you what is just.’ 
So they went off.  
And he went out again around noon, 
and around three o’clock, and did likewise.  
Going out about five o’clock, 
the landowner found others standing around, and said to them, 
‘Why do you stand here idle all day?’ 
They answered, ‘Because no one has hired us.’ 
He said to them, ‘You too go into my vineyard.’ 
When it was evening the owner of the vineyard said to his foreman, 
‘Summon the laborers and give them their pay, 
beginning with the last and ending with the first.’ 
When those who had started about five o’clock came, 
each received the usual daily wage.  
So when the first came, they thought that they would receive more, 
but each of them also got the usual wage.  
And on receiving it they grumbled against the landowner, saying, 
‘These last ones worked only one hour, 
and you have made them equal to us, 
who bore the day’s burden and the heat.’ 
He said to one of them in reply, 
‘My friend, I am not cheating you.  
Did you not agree with me for the usual daily wage?  
Take what is yours and go.  
What if I wish to give this last one the same as you?  
Or am I not free to do as I wish with my own money?  
Are you envious because I am generous?’ 
Thus, the last will be first, and the first will be last.” 

The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

   

Catholic Terms  
To Know 

 

Evangelist:  One of the 
four authors of the 
Gospels which proclaim 
the “Good News” of Jesus 
Christ.  Matthew, Mark, 
Luke, and John are the 
four evangelists. The 
word, evangelist, literally 
means “bringer of good 
news” and has the same 
root as the word, angel, 
which means “messenger”. 
 

Our current liturgical 
year, Cycle A, is the year 
of Matthew’s Gospel. 
 

The feast day of St. 
Matthew is celebrated on 
September 21. 



PAGE 2 FAMILY FAITH FOCUS VOLUME 9 ,  ISSUE 8 

Gospel Background:  In today's Gospel, Jesus moves from 
Galilee to teach in Judea where he is sought out by great crowds 
and tested by the Pharisees on issues such as marriage and 
divorce.  Jesus also encounters a rich young man who is unable to 
accept Jesus' demand that he leave his possessions to follow him.  
Jesus' response to the rich young man sounds very much like the 
conclusion we will find in today's Gospel: the first will be last and 
the last will be first. 
 

On the surface, the parable of the workers in the vineyard appears 
to be an offense to common sense.  Those who work a longer day 
ought to be paid more than those who work just an hour or two.  
When viewed in this way, the landowner seems unfair. That is because we are reading into the parable our 
own preconceived notions of how fairness and equality should be quantified. 
 

A close read shows us that the landowner paid on the terms that were negotiated.  The landowner, it 
seems, has acted completely justly.  The parable goes beyond that, however, and we come to see that the 
landowner is not simply just, he is exceptionally just.  He is radically just.  He has given those who labored 
in the field for a full day their due pay.  But he has also given a full-day's wage to those who worked only a 
single hour.  No one is cheated, but a few receive abundantly from the landowner just as we receive from 
God more than what is merely justifiable or due.  God, like the landowner, is radically just and abundantly 
generous.  The workers who complain are made to look foolish as they lament the fact that landowner has 
made all workers equal.  Indeed, what more could one ask for than to be treated as an equal at work or 
anywhere else? 
 

The parable reminds us that although God owes us nothing, he offers abundantly and equally.  We are 
occasionally tempted to think that our own actions deserve more reward, more of God's abundant mercy, 
than the actions of others.  But God's generosity cannot be quantified or partitioned into different amounts 
for different people.  When we think that way, we are trying to relate to God on our terms rather than to 
accept God's radically different ways. 
 

Family Connection:  The workers in this parable sound very much like squabbling children, 
comparing what they have each been given and making complaints to the parent.  Among children there is 
a tendency to equate love with gifts and material things.  This tendency can devolve into a spirit of 
entitlement, which runs counter to the spirit of gratitude.  Any effort we make to overcome this tendency, 
to keep love from being entwined with gifts and possessions, will enable our children to accept completely 
the love that God gives freely and generously. 
 

Observe together any tendency within your family to make comparisons.  Are children sometimes heard 
saying that another child received a greater portion of a favorite food at dinner or dessert?  Does one 
person complain that a parent spends more time with one child over another?  Ask if such comparisons are 
helpful.  Discuss together why such comparisons are made.  Then read together today's Gospel, Matthew 
20:1-16.  Consider these questions: Why do the workers grumble?  Is the landowner's assessment accurate?  
Unfortunately, we are sometimes like these workers when we make the comparisons we discussed earlier.  
 

Conclude in prayer together remembering that love cannot and ought not to be measured.  Sit quietly 
together acknowledging God's great love for each person as individuals and for your family.  Pray together 
today's psalm, Psalm 145, or the Lord's Prayer.  
 

For more information and Sunday Connection resources visit:   
 

https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/liturgical-year/sunday-
connection/25th-sunday-in-ordinary-time-a-sunday-connection/ 

Sunday Gospel Connection:   September 20, 2020 
Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time — Cycle A 

Matthew 20: 1-16 
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