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Dates to Remember 
 

 July 18:  4:00 PM Mass 
 

 July 19:  9:00 AM Mass 
 

 Reservations are required.  
Space is limited. 

 

 Please see our parish website 
for more information and 
links to view Sunday or 
weekday Masses online. 

                      The Ca thol ic  Community  of  D iv in e  Sa v ior  
 

Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
            Matthew 13: 24-43 
 
 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew. 
 

Jesus proposed another parable to the crowds, saying: 
“The kingdom of heaven may be likened to a man who sowed good seed in his 
field.  While everyone was asleep his enemy came and sowed weeds all 
through the wheat, and then went off.  When the crop grew and bore fruit, the 
weeds appeared as well.  The slaves of the householder came to him and said, 
‘Master, did you not sow good seed in your field?  Where have the weeds come 
from?’  He answered, ‘An enemy has done this.’  His slaves said to him, 
‘Do you want us to go and pull them up?’  He replied, ‘No, if you pull up the 
weeds you might uproot the wheat along with them.  Let them grow together 
until harvest; then at harvest time I will say to the harvesters, “First collect 
the weeds and tie them in bundles for burning; but gather the wheat into my 
barn.”’” 
 

He proposed another parable to them.  “The kingdom of heaven is like a 
mustard seed that a person took and sowed in a field.  It is the smallest of all 
the seeds, yet when full-grown it is the largest of plants.  It becomes a large 
bush, and the ‘birds of the sky come and dwell in its branches.’” 
 

He spoke to them another parable.  “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that 
a woman took and mixed with three measures of wheat flour until the whole 
batch was leavened.”  
 

All these things Jesus spoke to the crowds in parables.  He spoke to them only 
in parables, to fulfill what had been said through the prophet:  
I will open my mouth in parables,  
I will announce what has lain hidden from the foundation of the world.  
 

Then, dismissing the crowds, he went into the house.  His disciples 
approached him and said, “Explain to us the parable of the weeds in the field.”  
He said in reply, “He who sows good seed is the Son of Man, the field is the 
world, the good seed the children of the kingdom.  The weeds are the children 
of the evil one, 
and the enemy who sows them is the devil.  The harvest is the end of the age, 
and the harvesters are angels.  Just as weeds are collected and burned up 
with fire, so will it be at the end of the age.  The Son of Man will send his 
angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all who cause others to sin and 
all evildoers.   
They will throw them into the fiery furnace, where there will be wailing and 
grinding of teeth.  Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom 
of their Father.  Whoever has ears ought to hear.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

Food For Thought 
 

“Saints Joachim and Anne 
were part of a long chain of 
people who had transmitted 
their faith and love for God, 
expressed in the warmth 
and love of family life, down 
to Mary.  How precious 
is the family as the 
privileged place for 
transmitting the faith!” 

—Pope Francis 
 

The Church recognizes and 
honors Saints Joachim and 
Anne as the parents of Mary, 
the mother of Jesus. They 
nurtured Mary in the faith 
that led her to say “yes” to 
God’s will for her life when 
she was chosen to be the 
mother of Jesus.  Through 
the example of her parents, 
Mary was able to nurture her 
Son, Jesus, and have the faith 
and courage to stand by the 
cross as he was crucified. 
 

Honored as an example and 
model for all parents, the 
feast day of Saint Joachim and 
Saint Anne is July 26.  
 

Saint Joachim and Saint 
Anne guide and direct 
the efforts of all parents 
as they transmit the 
faith to their children.  
 



PAGE 2 FAMILY FAITH FOCUS VOLUME 8 ,  ISSUE 51 

Gospel Background:  In today's Gospel, Jesus offers 
three parables to describe the Kingdom of Heaven.  He also 
explains why he speaks to the crowds in parables and 
interprets the parable of the sower for the disciples.  This 
reading is a continuation of Jesus' discourse that we began 
reading last Sunday. 
 

All three parables use commonplace experiences to describe 
aspects of the Kingdom of Heaven.  The first parable is longer 
and more detailed than the next two, and it alerts us to the 
two-fold reality of the Kingdom of Heaven.  The beginnings of 
the Kingdom of Heaven can be found in this world.  The 
fruition of the Kingdom of Heaven, however, will not be realized until the final judgment.  In the 
meantime, as Jesus' explanation to the disciples cautions, any effort to judge the progress of the Kingdom 
of Heaven is premature.  Only God, in the final judgment, will distinguish the fruit of the Kingdom of 
Heaven and offer its reward. 
 

The second and third parables call to our attention the abundance that will result from the small 
beginnings of the Kingdom of Heaven.  Just as a mustard seed—the smallest of all seeds—will become a 
large bush, so too God will bring his Kingdom to full bloom.  As a small amount of yeast will leaven the 
entire batch of bread, so too God will bring about the expansion of his Kingdom.  In each case the image is 
of the superabundance that God brings out of even the smallest of signs of the Kingdom. 
 

Contained within these parables are words of caution as well as words of consolation.  In the parable of 
the sower we are warned against judging others.  To judge and uproot the “weeds” prematurely will harm 
the wheat; final judgment rests with God.  In the parables of the mustard seed and the yeast, we are 
consoled by the message that God can work wonders and produce abundance from even the smallest 
beginnings of the Kingdom of Heaven. 
 

Family Connection:  Taken together, the parables found in today's Gospel offer both a sobering 
reminder about the Kingdom of God and words of encouragement.  As the wheat and the weeds must 
grow together until the harvest, so we may not know whether our actions contribute to God's Kingdom 
until God's final judgment.  With this word of caution in mind, we act always in prayer that our actions 
will be consistent with God's plans.  In the parables of the mustard seed and the yeast, we hear words of 
encouragement.  God can bring the Kingdom of Heaven from even the smallest of beginnings.  Thus, we 
ask God to work through us for the sake of the Kingdom of Heaven. 
 

Set aside some time this week to make bread with your family.  Show the amount of yeast that is required 
to raise an entire batch of bread.  Observe that little things can go a long way.  After the bread has been 
baked, gather together as a family.  Read together today's Gospel, Matthew 13:24-43.  Reflect together on 
what Jesus means when he teaches that the Kingdom of Heaven is like a mustard seed and like yeast.  In 
these parables, Jesus is teaching us that God can work wonders from even the smallest beginnings of the 
Kingdom of God.  This means that even the little things that we do can make a big difference in the lives 
of others.  What are some of the little things that we can do in our family that help to make things better 
for others?  Decide on one action to take together.  Pray that God will use your action to make a difference 
in the world.  Pray together the Lord's Prayer. 
 
For more information and Sunday Connection resources visit:   
 
 

https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/16th-sunday-in-
ordinary-time-a-sunday-connection/  

Sunday Gospel Connection:   July 19, 2020 
Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time — Cycle A 

Matthew 13: 24-33 


