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Dates to Remember 
 

 All Masses and Parish 
Gatherings have been 
suspended by Cardinal 
Cupich until further 
notice.   

 

 Please see our parish 
website for more 
information and links 
to view Sunday or 
weekday Masses 
online. 

                      The Ca thol ic  Community  of  D iv in e  Sa v ior  
 

Fifth Sunday of Lent         John 11: 1-45 
 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John. 
 

Now a man was ill, Lazarus from Bethany, the village of Mary and her 
sister Martha.  Mary was the one who had anointed the Lord with 
perfumed oil and dried his feet with her hair; it was her brother Lazarus 
who was ill.  So the sisters sent word to him saying, "Master, the one you 
love is ill." Then Jesus heard this he said, "This illness is not to end in 
death, but is for the glory of God, that the Son of God may be glorified 
through it."  Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. 
So when he heard that he was ill, he remained for two days in the place 
where he was. Then after this he said to his disciples, "Let us go back to 
Judea."  The disciples said to him, "Rabbi, the Jews were just trying to 
stone you, and you want to go back there?" Jesus answered, "Are there not 
twelve hours in a day?  If one walks during the day, he does not stumble,  
because he sees the light of this world.  But if one walks at night, he 
stumbles, because the light is not in him."  He said this, and then told 
them, "Our friend Lazarus is asleep, but I am going to awaken him." 
So the disciples said to him, "Master, if he is asleep, he will be saved." 
But Jesus was talking about his death, while they thought that he meant 
ordinary sleep.  So then Jesus said to them clearly, "Lazarus has died. 
And I am glad for you that I was not there, that you may believe.  
Let us go to him."  So Thomas, called Didymus, said to his fellow 
disciples, "Let us also go to die with him." 
 

When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb 
for four days.  Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, only about two miles 
away.  And many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to comfort 
them about their brother.  When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, 
she went to meet him; but Mary sat at home.  Martha said to Jesus,  
"Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died. But even 
now I know that whatever you ask of God, God will give you."  Jesus said 
to her, "Your brother will rise." Martha said to him, "I know he will rise, 
in the resurrection on the last day."  Jesus told her, "I am the resurrection 
and the life; whoever believes in me, even if he dies, will live, and everyone 
who lives and believes in me will never die.  Do you believe this?" 
She said to him, "Yes, Lord.  I have come to believe that you are the 
Christ, the Son of God, the one who is coming into the world." 
 

When she had said this, she went and called her sister Mary secretly, 
saying, "The teacher is here and is asking for you."      (Continued on pg. 2) 

Christ Calls Us 
into the Light 

 

“Christ is not resigned to 
the tombs we have built 
for ourselves with our 
choice for evil and death, 
with our errors, with our 
sins.  He is not resigned 
to this!  He invites us, 
almost orders us, to come 
out of the tomb in which 
our sins have buried us.  
He calls us insistently to 
come out of the darkness 
of that prison in which we 
are enclosed, content 
with a false, selfish, and 
mediocre life.  It is an 
invitation to true 
freedom, to allow 
ourselves to be seized by 
these words of Jesus who 
repeats them to each one 
of us today.  Our 
resurrection begins here: 
when we decide to obey 
Jesus’ command by 
coming out into the light, 
into life.” 

—Pope Francis 
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(Continued from pg. 1) 
 

As soon as she heard this, she rose quickly and went to him.  For Jesus had not yet come into the 
village,  but was still where Martha had met him.  So when the Jews who were with her in the house 
comforting her saw Mary get up quickly and go out, they followed her, presuming that she was going 
to the tomb to weep there.  When Mary came to where Jesus was and saw him, she fell at his feet 
and said to him, "Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died."  When Jesus saw her 
weeping and the Jews who had come with her weeping, he became perturbed and deeply troubled, 
and said, "Where have you laid him?"  They said to him, "Sir, come and see."  And Jesus wept. 
So the Jews said, "See how he loved him."  But some of them said, "Could not the one who opened the 
eyes of the blind man have done something so that this man would not have died?" 
 

So Jesus, perturbed again, came to the tomb.  It was a cave, and a stone lay across it.  Jesus said, 
"Take away the stone."  Martha, the dead man's sister, said to him, "Lord, by now there will be a 
stench;  he has been dead for four days."  Jesus said to her, "Did I not tell you that if you believe  
you will see the glory of God?"  So they took away the stone.  And Jesus raised his eyes and said, 
"Father, I thank you for hearing me.  I know that you always hear me;  but because of the crowd here 
I have said this,  that they may believe that you sent me."  And when he had said this, He cried out 
in a loud voice,  "Lazarus, come out!"  The dead man came out, tied hand and foot with burial bands,  
and his face was wrapped in a cloth.  So Jesus said to them, "Untie him and let him go." 
 

Now many of the Jews who had come to Mary and seen what he had done began to believe in him.  
 

The Gospel of the Lord.   Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

Sunday Gospel Connection:  March 29, 2020 
The Fifth Sunday of Lent, Cycle A 

John 11: 1-45 

Gospel Background:  Our Gospel on this day, the fifth 
Sunday of Lent, is again taken from the Gospel according to 
John. The reading from John continues the break from Cycle A's 
focus on the Gospel of Matthew. Today's Gospel reading 
recounts another sign, or miracle, found in John's Gospel, the 
raising of Lazarus. As our catechumens move closer to the 
celebration of their Baptisms at the Triduum, today's reading 
invites us to reflect upon what it means to call Jesus the 
Resurrection and the life. 
 

The context for the story of the raising of Lazarus is the Jewish 
leaders' growing animosity toward Jesus. Jesus has been in 
Jerusalem, taking part in the feast of the Dedication, which we have come to know as Hanukkah. 
The people have been pressing him to declare plainly whether he is the Messiah. Jesus tells them to 
look to his works, which testify to his coming from God. Many do not believe Jesus, however, and 
some try to stone him for blasphemy. 
 

Into this scene of confrontation, Mary and Martha, the sisters of Lazarus, send word to Jesus that his 
friend is ill. Jesus is said to love Mary, Martha, and Lazarus, but he delays his journey for two days. 
The delay heightens the drama and shows Jesus' obedience to God, who is to be glorified through 
Lazarus's resurrection. When Jesus finally declares that he will journey to Bethany, his disciples fear 
for his life. Thomas declares that he and the other disciples should prepare to die with Jesus. 
 

                (Continued on pg. 3) 
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(Continued from pg. 2) 
 

The scene described at Bethany is a sad one. Martha meets Jesus weeping and saying that if Jesus 
had been there, Lazarus would not have died. Yet she remains confident that God will do whatever 
Jesus asks. Martha affirms her belief that there will be a resurrection of the dead in the last days. 
Then Martha's sister, Mary, comes to Jesus with the same confidence, saying that Jesus could have 
cured Lazarus. Jesus asks to be brought to Lazarus's tomb where he prays and calls Lazarus out 
from the tomb. At this sign, many come to believe in Jesus, but others take word of the miracle to the 
Jewish authorities, who begin their plans for Jesus' death. 
 

Set against the backdrop of Jesus' impending death, many elements of the raising of Lazarus 
foreshadow the good news of Jesus' own Resurrection. Jesus, facing the conflict with the Jewish 
authorities, acts in complete obedience to God. In raising Lazarus, Jesus shows his power over death 
so that when Jesus dies, those who believe in him might remember that and take hope. Just as Jesus 
calls for the stone to be rolled away from Lazarus's tomb, so too will the disciples find the stone rolled 
away from Jesus' tomb. 
 

With our catechumens preparing for their Baptism at Easter, the Gospel today calls us to reflect on 
Baptism as a dying and rising with Jesus. In Baptism we die to sin's power over us, rising as children 
of God. In Baptism we join ourselves with Christ, who conquered death once and for all so that we 
who believe in him may have eternal life. With Martha and Mary, we are called to profess our belief 
that Jesus is indeed the Resurrection and the life. 
 

Family Connection:  Jesus' promise of eternal life is a central element of our Catholic faith. Even 
though Easter is still two weeks away, our Gospel today invites us to acknowledge Jesus' power over 
death, evidenced in the raising of Lazarus, and to anticipate Jesus' conquering of death once and for 
all in his death and Resurrection. We sometimes use examples from nature to help describe this 
mystery of our faith. Jesus himself talked about the seed that dies when planted in the ground in 
order to produce new life (John 12:24). Using that image and others, we find hope and confidence in 
Jesus, the Resurrection and the life. 
 

Gather your family today and read today's Gospel in its shorter form, John 11:3-7,17,20-27,33b-45. 
Write Jesus' promise from today's Gospel (“I am the resurrection and the life.”) on a large sheet of 
white paper. As your family talks about what Jesus means by this promise, decorate Jesus' words 
with symbols that will remind you of his promise of eternal life. Display this reminder of Jesus' 
promise in a prominent place in your home and keep it there until Easter. Pray that you will always 
remain confident in Jesus' promise of eternal life. Conclude by praying together the Apostles' 
Creed or the Nicene Creed. 
 

For more information and Sunday Connection resources visit:   
 

https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/fifth-
sunday-of-lent-cycle-a-sunday-connection   
 

A Coronavirus Prayer 
 

Loving God, Your desire is for our wholeness and well being. 
We hold in tenderness and prayer the collective suffering of our world at this time. 
We grieve precious lives lost and vulnerable lives threatened. 
We ache for ourselves and our neighbors, standing before an uncertain future.  
We pray: may love, not fear, go viral.  
Inspire our leaders to discern and choose wisely, aligned with the common good. 
Help us to practice social distancing and reveal to us new and creative ways to come together in 
spirit and in solidarity. 
Call us to profound trust in your faithful presence, 
You, the God who does not abandon. 



Today’s Readings: Ezekiel 37:12–14; Psalm 130:1–2, 3–4, 
5–6, 7–8; Romans 8:8–11; John 11:1–45. At the time of 
Ezekiel, God’s people did not believe in an afterlife. 
Ezekiel’s prophecy would have given some people hope in a 
future beyond the grave, but others would have struggled to 
believe. At the time of Jesus, even those who had come to 
believe in the resurrection of the dead thought God would 
raise the just all at once and as part of completing his reign.

By raising Lazarus, Jesus reveals God’s life-saving 
presence had already become active in a new, though unex-
pected way. The spirit of God that sustains all creation, that 
gave life to the first human being and filled prophets like 
Ezekiel, flowed outward from Jesus to free people from sin 

and death. All who embrace Jesus as the resurrection and 
the life encounter God’s life-saving and life-changing Spirit. 

The gift of God’s Spirit, however, is not only a promise 
that God will one day open our graves and breathe life into 
us again. Our new lives in the Spirit begin now. We partici-
pate in the life-giving power of God whenever we work to 
free those who are trapped, bound, entombed: victims of 
domestic violence, refugees, the chronically ill, the home-
bound, the unborn. By standing with them, by standing for 
life, we reveal the continuing action of the Spirit. God opens 
graves and raises people to new life, not only in the future 
but today.

Sunday, March 29, 2020
From the Grave

Unbind Us
Father of life, Lord of the living,
just as your Son called Lazarus forth from 

the tomb,
so he commands us to step away from all 

that binds us.
Revive our sense of evil 
so that we will confess the ways
we are wrapped up in sin.

Liberate us from ignorance and apathy,
and enliven our desire for justice, healing, 

and peace.
Send us forth to proclaim your saving power
to all who are entombed.
Free us from the death-dealing power of sin
so that we may bear witness to your Spirit 

dwelling within us.
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Fifth Sunday of Lent
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This Week at Home
Monday, March 30
In Our Hands
In the reading from Daniel, Susanna’s life is at risk when all 
are tricked into turning against her. An injustice is almost 
committed. The woman in the Gospel passage who is caught 
by the religious elders seems guilty, but we sense another 
injustice: the woman seems more like a pawn to be used 
against Jesus than someone deserving of deadly punishment. 
Both passages warn us against making hasty judgments. The 
next time you disagree with someone, ask questions that help 
you understand that person’s point of view. Today’s Readings: 
Daniel 13:1–9, 15–17, 19–30, 33–62 or 13:41c–62; Psalm 
23:1–3a, 3b–4, 5, 6; John 8:1–11.

Tuesday, March 31
From Above
God does not merely oppose sin and death, he subverts it. 
When the Israelites repent of their ingratitude, God turns the 
object of their punishment into an instrument of healing. 
Centuries later, Jesus turns the cross, an instrument of death 
and a symbol of Roman power, into the means of salvation 
and freedom. Most of all, by dying, Jesus turns death into 
life. Spend some time today reverencing a crucifix. Today’s 
Readings: Numbers 21:4–9; Psalm 102:2–3, 16–18, 19–21; 
John 8:21–30.

Wednesday, April 1
The Living Truth
When the king orders the three men thrown into the furnace, 
the men enter the fire knowing that their allegiance is to the 
God of Israel and no one else. By embracing that truth, the 
men are saved from a fiery death. Because Jesus is the Son of 
God, those who believe in him, who embrace who he is, will 
be saved from death forever. Pray with Daniel 3:52–90 or write 
your own hymn of praise. Today’s Readings: Daniel 3:14–20, 
91–92, 95; Daniel 3:52, 53, 54, 55, 56; John 8:31–42.

Thursday, April 2
Unlikely as It Sounds
God’s extraordinary promises to Abraham seemed laughable. 
When Sarah gave birth to Isaac, however, Abraham and 
Sarah would have laughed for joy. In the Gospel reading, the 
response is far more serious when Jesus speaks of what God 
will do. In both cases, people struggle to believe God’s word. 
What God says frequently astounds and challenges us. How 
has God astounded or challenged you this Lenten season? 
Today’s Readings: Genesis 17:3–9; Psalm 105:4–5, 6–7, 
8–9; John 8:51–59.

Friday, April 3
Blasphemous Works
Although we think of Jesus as an innocent victim, his 
opponents followed the law when charging him with blas-
phemy: Jesus claimed a relationship with God that surpassed 
all others. In response to his opponents, Jesus asks that they 
examine his ministry to see if his works conform to the will 
of God. Jeremiah, likewise, expressed his confidence that 
he had faithfully answered God’s call. What do your 
works say about you? Today’s Readings: Jeremiah 20:10–13; 
Psalm 18:2–3a, 3bc–4, 5–6, 7; John 10:31–42.

Saturday, April 4
Dwelling
In Ezekiel’s prophecy, God declares that he will gather all his 
people displaced by war, ensure their security, and dwell 
with them forever. In Jesus, however, God comes to his peo-
ple before they and the land are ready. The people are divided 
and a foreign nation occupies their land. God often comes to 
us when we are unprepared, but perhaps that is the very rea-
son God arrives. Without God’s guidance, we would never be 
ready for God to dwell with us. In the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation, confess the ways you are unprepared for 
God. Today’s Readings: Ezekiel 37:21–28; Jeremiah 31:10, 
11–12abcd, 13; John 11:45–56.
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