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                      The Ca thol ic  Community  of  D iv in e  Sa v ior  
 
 

 
 

Mary  
Our Model of 

Discipleship and 
Evangelization 

 
 

Not long after Jesus was 
raised from the dead, a 
small group huddled 
together in a secluded room.  
Suddenly, the building 
shook, a great wind 
encircled them, and flames 
of fire, like tongues, 
appeared around them.  In 
the midst of this small 
group, we see Mary, now 
middle-aged, who, over 
thirty years before, was 
overshadowed by the Holy 
Spirit and became Jesus’ 
mother.  Her life still guides 
us in the work of 
evangelization.  God used 
her faith and her 
cooperation with God’s way, 
to bring Jesus into the 
world.  So Mary, the mother 
of Jesus and mother of 
God, is also a model of true 
discipleship and 
evangelization.  With Mary’s 
example and prayer, we 
grow as disciples, ever 
faithful to Jesus and ever 
wanting to reveal him. 
 

—U.S. Bishops 
Go & Make Disciples (1992), #70-71 

Pentecost Sunday            John 20:19-23 
 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John. 
 

On the evening of that first day of the week, 
when the doors were locked, where the disciples were, 
for fear of the Jews, 
Jesus came and stood in their midst 
and said to them, “Peace be with you.” 
When he had said this, he showed them his hands and his side. 
The disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 
Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. 
As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” 
And when he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, 
“Receive the Holy Spirit. 
Whose sins you forgive are forgiven them, 
and whose sins you retain are retained.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Lord, Send Out Your Spirit and 
 Renew the Face of the Earth 
 
 

In today’s second reading from Saint Paul’s first letter to 
the Corinthians, we hear these words proclaimed. 
 

 “There are different kinds of spiritual gifts 
 but the same Spirit; there are different forms of 
 service  but the same Lord; there are different 
 workings but the same God who produces all of them in everyone. 
 To each individual the manifestation of the Spirit is given for some  
 benefit.”  (1 Corinthians 12: 4-7) 
 

On this great feast of Pentecost, let us remember and reflect on the Gifts of the 
Holy Spirit, given to each of us in Baptism, and strengthened and sealed in the 
sacrament of Confirmation — Wisdom, Understanding, Counsel, Fortitude, 
Knowledge, Piety, and Fear of the Lord. 
 

Take some time to reflect on the working of the Holy Spirit in your life.  How do 
the gifts of the Spirit guide and direct you each day?  How often do you pray for 
the strength of the Holy Spirit?  Do you take the time to consider how well you 
are using the individual gifts you have been given? 
 
 Come Holy Spirit,  
  fill the hearts of your faithful,  
   and kindle in us the fire of your love! 

Family Faith Focus 
Dates to Remember 

 

 May 22:  4:00 PM Mass 
 

 May 23:  9:00 AM Mass 
 

 Please see our parish website 
for reservation information 
and links to view Sunday or 
weekday Masses online. 
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Gospel Background:  The season of Easter concludes with today's 
celebration, the feast of Pentecost. On Pentecost we celebrate the 
descent of the Holy Spirit upon the apostles gathered in the upper 
room in Jerusalem; this event marks the beginning of the Church. 
The story of Pentecost is found in the Acts of the Apostles, today's first 
reading. The account in today's Gospel, John 20:19-23, also recounts 
how Jesus gave the gift of the Holy Spirit to his disciples. Yet the 
event in John's Gospel takes place on Easter Sunday. There is no need 
to try to reconcile these two accounts. We know that after his death, 
Jesus fulfilled his promise to send to his disciples a helper, an 
Advocate, who would enable them to be his witnesses throughout the 
world. 
 

In the context of the feast of Pentecost, John 20:19-23 reminds us 
about the integral connection between the gifts of peace and 
forgiveness and the action of the Holy Spirit. Jesus greets his disciples with the gift of peace. 
Jesus then commissions his disciples to continue the work that he has begun: “As the Father has 
sent me, so I send you.” He breathes the Holy Spirit upon the disciples and sends them to 
continue his work of reconciliation through the forgiveness of sins. Jesus' act of breathing the 
Holy Spirit upon the apostles mirrors God's act of breathing life into Adam. In fact, both the 
Greek and Hebrew words for “spirit” can also be translated as “breath.” This Gospel reminds us 
that the Church is called to be a reconciling presence in the world. The reconciling presence of 
Christ is celebrated in the Church's sacramental life. In the Sacrament of Baptism, we are 
cleansed of sin and become a new creation in Christ. In the Sacrament of Penance, the Church 
celebrates the mercy of God through the forgiveness of sins. This reconciling presence is also to 
be a way of life for Christians. In situations of conflict, we are to be agents of peace and harmony 
among people. 
 
 

Family Connection:  Pentecost is sometimes called the birthday of the Church. The Gospel for 
Pentecost reminds us that the Church begins with the command to forgive. Within the family, 
the domestic church, we learn how to forgive and how to accept forgiveness. The gift of the Holy 
Spirit enables us to do both. Today is a fitting time to share a family celebration of reconciliation. 
As you gather together as a family, sit quietly for a few minutes, inviting everyone to reflect upon 
their need to forgive and to receive forgiveness. If there is a situation or issue within the family 
that needs attention, spend some time reflecting on how your family might address it. Read 
together today's Gospel, John 20:19-23. Talk together about how Jesus gave us the gift of the 
Holy Spirit to help us in the work of forgiveness and to bring us peace. Pray together today's 
psalm (Psalm 104, see pg. 3) or the Prayer to the Holy Spirit, asking that the Holy Spirit help your 
family. Share with one another the Sign of Peace. 
 

For more information and Sunday Connection resources visit:   
 

https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/pentecost-sunday-
cycle-b-sunday-connection/ 

Sunday Gospel Connection:  May 23, 2021 
Pentecost Sunday, Cycle B 

John 20: 19-23 
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                               CONFIRMATION 2021 
 

Congratulations to the young persons from our FCFF program who will 
be confirmed in our Catholic faith on this Pentecost Sunday, May 23, by 
Father Blazek.  They are taking a significant step in their faith journey 
as they renew the promises made for them by their parents and 
godparents at Baptism, and are sealed with the Gifts of the Holy Spirit 
to strengthen them in their own personal commitment to living lives of 
faith and service as fully initiated members of the Catholic community 
of faith.  Please remember them, pray for them, and ask the Lord to 
continue to bless them. 
 

  Isabella Boyer    Nathan Nano 
  Isaac Depakakibo    Alexa Petryszak 
  Alexander Lipski    Matthew Piekarz 
  Francheska Mallo    Larimar Rivera 
  Owen Moore     Madeline Thesen 
 

When we welcome the Holy Spirit into our hearts and allow him to act, Christ makes himself 
present in us and takes shape in our lives; through us it will be he — Christ himself— who 
prays, forgives, gives hope and consolation, serves the brethren, draws close to the needy and 
to the least, creates community and sows peace. Think how important this is: by means of the 
Holy Spirit, Christ himself comes to do all this among us and for us. 

— Pope Francis 
 

Psalm 104 
 

 R. Lord, send out your Spirit, and renew the face of the earth. 
 

 Bless the LORD, O my soul! 
           O LORD, my God, you are great indeed! 
 How manifold are your works, O LORD! 
           earth is full of your creatures. 
 R. Lord, send out your Spirit, and renew the face of the earth. 
 

 May the glory of the LORD endure forever; 
           may the LORD be glad in his works! 
 Pleasing to him be my theme; 
           I will be glad in the LORD. 
 R. Lord, send out your Spirit, and renew the face of the earth. 
 

 If you take away their breath, they perish 
          and return to their dust. 
 When you send forth your spirit, they are created, 
          and you renew the face of the earth. 
 R. Lord, send out your Spirit, and renew the face of the earth. 



Today’s readings: Acts 2:1–11; Psalm 104:1, 24, 29–30, 31, 
34; 1 Corinthians 12:3b–7, 12–13 or Galatians 5:16–25; 
Sequence: Veni, Sancte Spiritus; John 20:19–23 or John 
15:26–27; 16:12–15. Imagine yourself gathered in the locked 
upper room with your friends, all who share your fear. And 
then in an instant, a driving wind comes through the room 
and tongues of fire descend on each one of you. Suddenly, 
you are no longer afraid. Leaving the room, you speak of the 
mighty acts of God, and all who hear you understand the 
language you speak. 

Today’s reading from Acts depicts the change that 
comes over the apostles when the Holy Spirit entered their 
lives. They now have what they need to preach the Gospel to 
all nations, as Jesus had commanded them. 

Each one of us received the gifts of the Spirit in our 
baptism and later, in their fullness, when confirmed. 
Throughout our lives, we are able to ask the Spirit to 
strengthen these gifts in us, so that we might have what we 
need to do the work God has called us to in the world. Take 
some time to consider how you see people use the gifts of 
the Spirit: fortitude, knowledge, counsel, understanding, 
wisdom, piety, and fear of the Lord. The lives of the saints 
may be looked to for an embodiment of these gifts, but 
saints also dwell around you. 

For Pentecost, pray to the Holy Spirit for a strengthen-
ing of your gifts. Celebrate, too, this solemnity of the 
Church. The event in the upper room affected the whole 
world for all time. 

May 23, 2021
The Mighty Acts of God

Send Us Your Spirit
O God,
throughout the ages you are mighty,
and when your Spirit came upon 

the apostles,
they ceased to be afraid.
Out they went, into the world, filled 

with your love.
Send us your Spirit,
renew the earth,

make all fear cease.
The world hungers for wisdom 

and knowledge,
for understanding,
for fear of the Lord, for counsel,
for piety, for fortitude.
Send these gifts in abundance,
that we might do your work in the world.
We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Pentecost Sunday
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This Week and Beyond
Monday, May 24
Experience Pentecost
Read Acts 2:1–11 aloud, either to yourself or with your fam-
ily. What do you notice in the Scripture? Which words or 
phrases stand out for you? What emotions would the disci-
ples feel? Meditate by writing about or drawing the events of 
Pentecost. If you have children, act out the reading as a fam-
ily activity. Consider using special effects, such as fans for 
the “driving wind.” 

Tuesday, May 25
Piety and Fear of the Lord
Reflect on the Spirit’s gifts of piety and fear of the Lord. 
Piety involves respect for what is holy, but also delight. What 
would it mean to delight in God? Fear of the Lord is harder 
to grasp. This gift allows us to regard God with reverence 
because of his place in our lives. Practice these gifts by seek-
ing to spend the day in a spirit of humility. 

Wednesday, May 26
Wisdom, Knowledge, 
and Understanding
The gifts of wisdom, knowledge, and understanding may 
seem to be similar gifts, but they are not identical. Wisdom 
helps us to see rightly with our hearts. Wisdom also helps us 
to see ourselves and others accurately, recognizing our limi-
tations and our dependence on God. Knowledge is knowl-
edge of God. Understanding is about perspective. Choose a 
saint to read about and consider how that person used these 
gifts. Read Matthew 22:37–39. Do you think this passage 
tells us what it might mean to have these gifts?

Thursday, May 27
Counsel and Fortitude
Counsel helps us to judge things rightly and to discern, while 
fortitude helps us to do what is right even when it is difficult. 
We can all think of times when we have needed these gifts. 
Sometimes it can be so hard to know what the right thing is. 
Practice becoming quiet and sitting in a posture of listening. 
As you consider a problem or decision, invite God into it. 
Then envision all the possibilities. Where do you feel the 
most peace and consolation? This is counsel. As for fortitude, 
even St. Paul had trouble following through with what he 
knew to be right sometimes, doing instead, he tells us, “what 
I hate.” Virtue is a habit of acting rightly. Research the vir-
tues and see which ones you might practice to help you build 
strength in your spiritual life so that you might be more capa-
ble of accepting the gift of fortitude. 

Friday, May 28
Come, Holy Spirit!
Copy the prayer, “Come, Holy Spirit and fill the hearts of 
your faithful and kindle in them the fire of your love.” Hang 
the prayer in your home throughout Ordinary Time, and 
allow it to remind you of the Spirit’s presence in your life and 
the nudgings from God in your heart. 

Saturday, May 29
Celebrating Ordinary Time
Ready yourself and your home for Ordinary Time by chang-
ing your prayer area to green. Throughout this season, we are 
able to contemplate the mysteries we have celebrated as we 
are invited into deeper engagement with the entire life of 
Jesus. Ordinary Time is so named because we count the 
weeks, using ordinal numbers (first, second, third). In the 
secular world, we are entering summer, when many people’s 
lives settle into a calmer routine. During this season, take 
time to be present in the moment, whether in prayer, with 
your family, or during the course of your day. 
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