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Dates to Remember 
 

 August 29:  4:00 PM Mass 
 

 August 30:  9:00 AM Mass 
 

 Reservations are 
required.  Space is limited. 

 

 Please see our parish 
website for more 
information and links to 
view Sunday or weekday 
Masses online. 

                      The Ca thol ic  Community  of  D iv in e  Sa v ior  
 

Twenty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 
            Matthew 16: 21-27 
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew. 
 

Jesus began to show his disciples 
that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer greatly 
from the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, 
and be killed and on the third day be raised.  
Then Peter took Jesus aside and began to rebuke him, 
“God forbid, Lord! No such thing shall ever happen to you.”  
He turned and said to Peter, 
“Get behind me, Satan! You are an obstacle to me.  
You are thinking not as God does, but as human beings do.” 
 

Then Jesus said to his disciples, 
“Whoever wishes to come after me must deny himself, 
take up his cross, and follow me.  
For whoever wishes to save his life will lose it, 
but whoever loses his life for my sake will find it. 
What profit would there be for one to gain the whole world 
and forfeit his life?  
Or what can one give in exchange for his life?  
For the Son of Man will come with his angels in his Father’s glory, 
and then he will repay all according to his conduct.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Psalm 63  R/ My soul is thirsting for you, O Lord my God. 
 

   O God, you are my God whom I seek; 
   for you my flesh pines and my soul thirsts 
   like the earth, parched, lifeless and without water. 
   R/ My soul is thirsting for you, O Lord my God. 
 

   Thus have I gazed toward you in the sanctuary 
   to see your power and your glory, 
   For your kindness is a greater good than life; 
   my lips shall glorify you. 
   R/ My soul is thirsting for you, O Lord my God. 
 

   Thus will I bless you while I live; 
   lifting up my hands, I will call upon your name. 
   As with the riches of a banquet shall my soul be satisfied, 
   and with exultant lips my mouth shall praise you.  
   R/ My soul is thirsting for you, O Lord my God. 
 

   You are my help, 
   and in the shadow of your wings I shout for joy. 
   My soul clings fast to you; 
   your right hand upholds me. 
   R/ My soul is thirsting for you, O Lord my God. 

Congratulations  
to Our  

First Communicants 
 
 

This Sunday, August 
30, at 11:00 AM, we are 
very happy to welcome 
our First Communicants 
to the Lord’s Table.  
They have been waiting 
for this special day 
since we had to 
postpone our First 
Eucharist liturgy last 
May.   
 

Please remember these 
children and their 
families in your prayers 
on this blessed and 
joyful day! 
 

   Giuliana Giannola 
   Sofia Giannola 
   Neil Nano 
   Olivia Palazzo 
   Cailey Parcon 
   Jake Reyes 
   Gianni Squeo 
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Gospel Background:  Today's Gospel continues the 
story that began in last week's Gospel.  Simon Peter was 
called the “rock” upon which Jesus would build his 
Church, and yet Peter continues to show the limitations 
of his understanding of Jesus' identity.  Now that the 
disciples have acknowledged that Jesus is the Messiah, 
Jesus confides in them the outcome of his ministry: he 
must suffer and die in Jerusalem to be raised on the third 
day.  Peter rejects this prediction, and Jesus rebukes him 
severely, calling him “Satan.”  In opposing this aspect of 
Jesus' mission, Peter shows that he is no longer speaking 
based on the revelation from God but as a human being.  Jesus then teaches all of the disciples 
about the difficult path of discipleship: to be Christ's disciple is to follow in his way of the cross. 
 

Peter could not yet understand what it meant to call Jesus the Messiah.  It is unlikely that the 
other disciples understood any better.  Messianic expectations were a common aspect of first-
century Judaism.  Under Roman occupation, many in Israel hoped and prayed that God would send 
a Messiah to free the Jews from Roman oppression.  The common view was that the Messiah would 
be a political figure, a king that would free Israel from Roman rule.  This is perhaps what Peter 
envisioned when he was led to recognize Jesus as the Messiah.  In this passage, however, Jesus is 
beginning to teach his disciples that he would be the Messiah in a different way. 
 

Jesus would be more like the suffering servant described by the prophet Isaiah than the political 
liberator.  Those who would be Jesus' disciples would be called to a similar life of service.  Perhaps 
this is what Peter feared most in Jesus' prediction of his Passion.  He whom Jesus had called “rock” 
would also be called upon to offer himself in sacrifice and service to others.  Christian leaders today 
are still called to sacrifice and serve others as Jesus did. 
  

Family Connection:  Peter was expecting a Messiah that would carry out a different plan than 
the one Jesus had explained.  Jesus was indeed the Messiah, but his life and death would show a 
different understanding of what it means to be the Messiah.  We too have expectations of God and 
our own ideas about what we think God ought to be doing in our world.  Like Peter we may risk 
limiting our image of God by thinking only in human ways. God's plan is always more than we can 
ever imagine. 
 

As you gather as a family, talk about what we expect God to be doing in our world and in our 
family life.  Then read today's Gospel, Matthew 16:21-27.  Why do you think Peter was so upset by 
what Jesus was saying?  Notice how Jesus reprimands Peter.  Do we sometimes forget to let God be 
God for us?  That is, do we sometimes get discouraged because God doesn't act in our world in the 
ways that we expect?  Pray together that your family will remember that God is always working for 
the world's salvation in ways that are beyond our human imaginings.  Conclude by praying 
together today's Psalm, Psalm 63. (See pg. 1) 
 

For more information and Sunday Connection resources visit:   
 

https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/22nd-sunday-in-
ordinary-time-a-sunday-connection/  

Sunday Gospel Connection:   August 30, 2020 
Twenty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time — Cycle A 

Matthew 16: 21-27 


