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Dates to Remember
 December 12: Third Sunday of
Advent— Mass at 4:00 PM on
Saturday & 9:00 AM on Sunday
 December 13: Memorial of St.
Lucy
 December 14: Memorial of St.
John of the Cross
 December 18: Simbang Gabi
Mass — 4:00 PM
 December 19: Fourth Sunday
of Advent— Mass at 9:00 AM

Welcome Jesus
into Your Life!
Jesus no longer belongs to
the past, but lives in the
present and is projected
towards the future. God’s
newness appears to us as a
victory over sin, evil and
death, over everything that
crushes life and makes it
seem less human. Let the
risen Jesus enter your life,
welcome him as a friend,
with trust: he is life! If up
till now you have kept him
at a distance, step forward.
He will receive you with
open arms. If you have
been indifferent, take a
risk. You won’t be
disappointed. If following
him seems difficult, don’t
be afraid, trust him, be
confident that he is close
to you. He is with you and
will give you the peace you
are looking for and the
strength to live as he
would have you do.
—Pope Francis

Third Sunday of Advent

Luke 3: 10-18

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke.
The crowds asked John the Baptist,
“What should we do?”
He said to them in reply,
“Whoever has two cloaks
should share with the person who has none.
And whoever has food should do likewise.”
Even tax collectors came to be baptized and they said to him,
“Teacher, what should we do?”
He answered them,
“Stop collecting more than what is prescribed.”
Soldiers also asked him,
“And what is it that we should do?”
He told them,
“Do not practice extortion,
do not falsely accuse anyone,
and be satisfied with your wages.”
Now the people were filled with expectation,
and all were asking in their hearts
whether John might be the Christ.
John answered them all, saying,
“I am baptizing you with water,
but one mightier than I is coming.
I am not worthy to loosen the thongs of his sandals.
He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.
His winnowing fan is in his hand to clear his threshing floor
and to gather the wheat into his barn,
but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.”
Exhorting them in many other ways,
he preached good news to the people.
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Simbang Gabi Mass and Celebration
Simbang Gabi will be celebrated here at Divine
Savior on Saturday December 18, at 4:00 PM. Our
entire parish family is invited to join our Filipino and
Asian members in this beautiful liturgy as we prepare to
welcome in the Christmas season.
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Sunday Gospel Connection: December 12, 2021
Third Sunday of Advent — Cycle C
Luke 3: 10-18
Gospel Background: This Sunday's Gospel continues last week's focus on
John the Baptist and his role in preparing the way for Christ. Recall that last
week's reading described John's appearance in the desert and established his
connection with the prophetic tradition of Israel. If we were to read Luke's Gospel
continuously, we would learn about John the Baptist challenging the crowds who
came to him and calling upon them to show evidence of their repentance. John
tells his listeners that they cannot rely on their lineage as Israelites because
children of Abraham can be raised up from stones. Repentance, rather, must be
observable in one's actions. Here, Luke is continuing to set up two important
themes of his Gospel message: the Christian faith is expressed in one's actions, and the call to salvation
is extended to everyone, Jews and Gentiles.
In today's Gospel reading, the crowds ask John the Baptist for specifics. What evidence of repentance is
required? John replies by naming concrete actions: crowds should share their food and cloaks; tax
collectors should be just; soldiers should act fairly. The concern for justice is a hallmark of Luke's Gospel.
When the crowd begins to wonder if John the Baptist might be the Messiah, John interprets his baptism
and makes it clear that his ministry is in preparation for the Messiah. John the Baptist knows his place
and role in God's plan of salvation. By encouraging the crowd to act similarly in accordance with their
stations in life, John's teaching suggests that each person has a role to play in God's salvation. It is the
great mystery of our salvation that God permits and even asks for human cooperation in his divine plans.
The third Sunday of Advent is also called Gaudete Sunday. Gaudete is a Latin word that means “rejoice.”
This name is taken from the entrance antiphon for Sunday's Mass, which is also echoed in today's second
reading from St. Paul's letter to the Philippians. Some people mark this Sunday by lighting a pink candle
instead of a purple one on their Advent wreath. It is a reminder that the Advent season is a season of joy
because our salvation is already at hand.

Family Connection: The theme of the season of Advent is sometimes described as a period of
waiting for the birth of Jesus. However, today's Gospel reading suggests something different. John the
Baptist did not tell the crowds to wait for the Messiah. He told them to prepare for the Messiah
through acts of repentance. If Advent is a time of waiting, it is not the sitting in the doctor's office kind
of waiting. It is a busy time of preparation, more like the waiting we might do when preparing for
dinner guests. Our challenge is to not make this season a frenzied time, but rather a time of joyful
anticipation and making ready for God who comes to dwell among us and changes our lives with the
gift of salvation.
As you gather as a family, talk about the preparations your family is making during the season of
Advent. Reflect together on these activities, not only on what you are doing but why you are choosing to
do these things. Read together today's Gospel, Luke 3:10-18. Consider how Advent is a time for making
ourselves ready to receive Jesus in our lives. Could your family make some changes in your Advent
activities so that each person is well prepared to celebrate the gift of salvation at Christmas? Conclude
in prayer together that your family will be able to live the spirit of Advent. Sing together an Advent
song, such as “O Come, O Come Emmanuel” or pray together today's second reading, Philippians 4:4-7,
as you light the third candle on your Advent wreath.

For more information and Sunday Connection resources visit:
https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/third-sunday-ofadvent-cycle-c-sunday-connection/

Third Sunday of Advent

Make Us an Image of Justice
Loving Father,
in your goodness
you have made us in your image.
Make us an image
of your justice, mercy, and peace
that, like John,

we might point the way to you.
Bring all the world into the light of your love
that we might see your glory forever.
Let our rejoicing now be the seed
of the joy that is to come.
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Sunday, December 12, 2021
Rejoice!
Today’s readings: Zephaniah 3:14–18a; Philemon 4:4–7;
Isaiah 12:2–3, 4, 5–6; Luke 3:10–18. The nearness of Jesus,
our salvation, is now made present and brings with it a call
to rejoice.
In today’s Gospel, the people ask John the Baptist what
they are to do. His answer is always the same: act with justice. The Jewish people, then and now, await a messiah who
will bring about perfect justice. John speaks to people waiting and watching, yesterday and today: act with justice.
Often, a need to change is not associated with “good
news.” Yet the people feel something in their hearts when
they are with John. They experience his preaching as good
news even when it is challenging. They desire the kingdom

of God and see that the world is not there yet. They are
called to change. John also makes clear that they themselves
do not have to do everything. That is also a hopeful message. Each person does their part, and their part is enough.
It is God who brings about the kingdom of justice and peace,
fulfilling the work begun in creation.
John speaks of a baptism with the Holy Spirit and fire.
Fire can purify metal, and its heat in boiling water sterilizes
objects. While preparing for Jesus’ coming, we might ask
the Spirit to purify our hearts so that we seek to act justly.
What could you do this week to live the value of justice?
What in you must be taken away to live this more perfectly?

This Week at Home
Monday, December 13
St. Lucy

St. Lucy was an early Christian martyr who died during the
Roman persecutions. Accounts say that her eyes were gouged
out when she was martyred, and therefore she is the patron
of those with eye illnesses. Her feast day is often celebrated
with candles because, in the Northern Hemisphere, the day
is among the shortest days of the year. St. Lucy is one of
eight women included in the canon of the Mass. Today’s
readings: Numbers 24:2–7, 15–17a; Psalm 25:4–5ab, 6, 7bc,
8–9; Matthew 21:23–27.

Tuesday, December 14
St. John of the Cross

St. John of the Cross, a doctor of the Church, was a priest,
mystic, and writer who lived in Spain in the sixteenth century. One of his best-known works is The Dark Night of the
Soul. He was a close collaborator of St. Teresa of Avila.
Today’s readings: Zephaniah 3:1–2, 9–13; Psalm 34:2–3,
6–7, 17–18, 19, 23; Matthew 21:28–32.

Wednesday, December 15
Signs

“The blind regain their sight, the lame walk, lepers are
cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, the poor have
the good news proclaimed to them.” Often we wish for
miraculous signs that will help us know where to go. But
these actions of Jesus are that and more. The hope of the
people of Israel was in a person who would bring about a
new kingdom in which the sufferings of this world would be
left behind. These particular signs are a message to John the
Baptist: Jesus is the long-awaited messiah. Today’s readings:
Isaiah 45:6b–8, 18, 21c–25; Psalm 85:9ab, 10, 11–12,
13–14; Luke 7:18b–23.

Thursday, December 16
God’s Faithfulness

God’s love will be constant, the covenant of peace unbroken,
even if the mountains fall. While people often disappoint us
when commitments are not kept, God’s promise is not reliant
on our faithfulness but on the faithfulness of God. We know
that God is a keeper of promises: promises kept to Sarah,
to Hannah, to Elizabeth, to Mary, to Noah, to Abraham,
to Moses, to John the Baptist. We can trust that even in our
darkest moments God is faithful to us as well. Today’s readings: Isaiah 54:1–10; Psalm 30:2, 4, 5–6, 11–12a, 13b; Luke
7:24–30.

Friday, December 17
O Wisdom

Within the Church’s liturgical tradition, the “O” Antiphons
are prayed the seven days before Christmas. Each of these
antiphons presents a title for the messiah. Many are familiar
with these seven titles because they begin the verses of the
hymn “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel.” The first antiphon,
which is used on December 17, is O Wisdom. You might sing
this verse of “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel,” or you might
pray Evening Prayer. You can find resources online, including apps to assist you, in praying the Liturgy of the Hours.
Today’s readings: Genesis 49:2, 8–10; Psalm 72:1–2, 3–4ab,
7–8, 17; Matthew 1:1–17.

Saturday, December 18
The Dream of St. Joseph

St. Joseph was a righteous man, meaning he followed the law
of Moses, and according to the Law, Mary would be put to
death. St. Joseph also must have been a man of great compassion who was accustomed to God’s voice. When the angel
came to him in a dream, he immediately believed. Moreover,
he immediately acted. Today, spend time in silent prayer so
that, like Joseph, you may know your call when it comes and
answer with your whole heart. Today’s readings: Jeremiah
23:5–8; Psalm 72:1–2, 12–13, 18–19; Matthew 1:18–25.
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