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Dates to Remember 
 

 

 November 17:  Thirty-
Third Sunday in Ordinary 
Time — FCFF Liturgy & 
Formation Session, 8:00
-10:30 AM 

 

 November 21:  Memorial 
of The Presentation of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary 

 

 November 22:  Memorial 
of St. Cecilia 

 

 November 24:  Solemnity 
of Our Lord Jesus Christ, 
King of the Universe— 
Children’s Liturgy of 
the Word, 10:30 AM 
Mass 

                      The Ca thol ic  Community  of  D iv in e  Sa v ior  
 

Thirty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time  
             Luke 21: 5-19 
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke. 
  

While some people were speaking about 
how the temple was adorned with costly stones and votive offerings, 
Jesus said, “All that you see here-- 
the days will come when there will not be left 
a stone upon another stone that will not be thrown down.” 
  

Then they asked him, 
“Teacher, when will this happen? 
And what sign will there be when all these things are about to happen?” 
He answered, 
“See that you not be deceived, 
for many will come in my name, saying, 
‘I am he,’ and ‘The time has come.’ 
Do not follow them!  
When you hear of wars and insurrections, 
do not be terrified; for such things must happen first, 
but it will not immediately be the end.” 
Then he said to them, 
“Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom.  
There will be powerful earthquakes, famines, and plagues 
from place to place; 
and awesome sights and mighty signs will come from the sky. 
  

“Before all this happens, however, 
they will seize and persecute you, 
they will hand you over to the synagogues and to prisons, 
and they will have you led before kings and governors 
because of my name.  
It will lead to your giving testimony.  
Remember, you are not to prepare your defense beforehand, 
for I myself shall give you a wisdom in speaking 
that all your adversaries will be powerless to resist or refute.  
You will even be handed over by parents, brothers, relatives, and friends, 
and they will put some of you to death.  
You will be hated by all because of my name, 
but not a hair on your head will be destroyed. 
By your perseverance you will secure your lives.”  
  

The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
  

The Presentation  
of the Blessed  
Virgin Mary 

 
 

There is no account in 
Scripture about the birth or 
the presentation of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary.  The 
liturgical celebration of the 
Presentation of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary on November 
21 is based on an unproven  
historical account that 
Mary’s parents, Joachim and 
Anne, who were childless, 
received a message from an 
angel saying that they would 
have a child. They promised 
that in thanksgiving, they 
would bring their daughter 
to the Temple to consecrate 
her to God.  The Church 
celebrates this feast, along 
with the Immaculate 
Conception and the birth of 
Mary to recognize Mary’s  
holiness from the beginning 
of her life, as the one chosen 
by God to bear His Son. 
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Gospel Background:  In the context of 
Luke, today's Gospel appears near the end 
of Jesus' teaching in Jerusalem, just prior to 
the events that will lead to his crucifixion. 
His warnings and predictions are ominous 
but can be read in many ways. 
 

To those who first heard Luke's Gospel, 
those may have been words of 
encouragement. The destruction of the 
Temple in Jerusalem by the Romans was 
history (70 A.D.); Luke's Gospel, Catholic 
scholars propose, was written between 80 
and 90 A.D. His audience was probably 
Gentile Christians. Luke here tries to 
interpret the fall of Jerusalem for them and 
to locate it in God's plans for humankind (salvation history). At the same time, Luke is suggesting to 
his audience that there will be a considerable elapse of time before Jesus' final coming. Luke's 
listeners have likely seen much upheaval and are anxious to know if these are the signs of Jesus' 
coming. Luke is urging greater patience. 
 

In the second part of today's Gospel, Jesus warns that his followers will face persecution for their 
beliefs. Luke presents persecution as an opportunity for the followers of Jesus for “It will lead to your 
giving testimony” (Luke 21:13). In persecution God's wisdom and power will be shown in the example 
of followers of Jesus. Perseverance in the face of persecution will lead to their salvation. 
 

Here Jesus is assuring his followers that God is present to all believers, even in times of trouble. 
Ultimately, Jesus will witness to this with his own death. As disciples of Jesus, we try to follow his 
example, trusting in God's mercy and protection, even when we are facing difficulties. 
 

Family Connection:  Children, while innocently naïve about most world events, are also 
profoundly sensitive to the concerns felt by adults. We can help children interpret adult concerns by 
sharing information about current events in appropriate ways. We can also put these concerns in the 
light of God's kingdom and the assurance of God's care for us. 
 

Discuss with your children one or more current events or a situation in your family which shows 
difficulties that may challenge our trust in a God who cares for us. Then read together today's 
Gospel, Luke 21:5-19. Notice how Jesus said that even when his disciples are persecuted, God would 
be with them. 
 

Together with your children, talk about ways in which God might bring good out of the difficult 
events you discussed. Talk together about some actions you might take as a family to make better 
the situations you discussed. Conclude by praying for the needs of the people involved in the events 
you named. In prayer, place each of these difficult situations into 
God's hands. 
 
For more information and Sunday Connection resources visit:   
 

https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/33rd-sunday-in-
ordinary-time-c-sunday-connection  

Sunday Gospel Connection:  November 17, 2019 
The Thirty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time, Cycle C 

Luke 21: 5-19 


