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Family Faith Focus 
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Dates to Remember 
 

 March 13:  4:00 PM Mass 
 

 March 14   9:00 AM Mass 
 

 Please see our parish 
website for reservation 
information and links to 
view Sunday or weekday 
Masses online. 

                      The Ca thol ic  Community  of  D iv in e  Sa v ior  
 

Fourth Sunday of Lent          John 3: 14-21 
 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John. 
 

Jesus said to Nicodemus: 
“Just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the desert,  
so must the Son of Man be lifted up,  
so that everyone who believes in him may have eternal life.” 
 

For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son,  
so that everyone who believes in him might not perish  
but might have eternal life. 
For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world,  
but that the world might be saved through him. 
Whoever believes in him will not be condemned,  
but whoever does not believe has already been condemned,  
because he has not believed in the name of the only Son of God. 
And this is the verdict, 
that the light came into the world,  
but people preferred darkness to light, 
because their works were evil. 
For everyone who does wicked things hates the light 
and does not come toward the light,  
so that his works might not be exposed. 
But whoever lives the truth comes to the light,  
so that his works may be clearly seen as done in God. 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Act of Contrition 
 

 My God, 
  I am sorry for my sins with all my heart. 
  In choosing to do wrong 
  and failing to do good, 
  I have sinned against you 
  whom I should love above all things. 
  I firmly intend with the help of your grace, 
  to do penance, 
  to sin no more, 
  and to avoid whatever leads me to sin.  
  Jesus Christ suffered and died for us. 
  In his name, dear Father, forgive me.   Amen. 
 

Let Us Pray 
 

Christ shield me this day:  
Christ with me,  
Christ before me,  
Christ behind me,  
Christ in me,  
Christ beneath me,  
Christ above me, 
Christ in the heart of every 
person who thinks of me, 
Christ in every eye that 
sees me,  
Christ in every ear that 
hears me. 
 

I arise today 
Through a mighty strength, 
the invocation of the 
Trinity, 
Through belief in the 
Threeness, 
Through confession of the 
Oneness of the Creator of 
creation.  Amen. 

—St. Patrick 
 

St. Patrick (389-461) is 
the patron of Ireland.  His 
feast day is March 17. 
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Gospel Background:  The fourth Sunday of Lent is sometimes called 
Laetare Sunday. Laetare is a Latin word that means “rejoice.” 
Traditionally, Sundays are named after the first word of the liturgy's 
opening antiphon. On this Sunday, the antiphon is taken from the book of 
the prophet Isaiah (Isaiah 66:10-11). Even as we observe our Lenten 
sacrifices, we rejoice in anticipation of the joy that will be ours at Easter. 
 

Today's Gospel reading is taken from John's Gospel. It consists of two 
parts. The first part is the final sentence of Jesus' reply to Nicodemus, 
the Pharisee who approached Jesus at night. Nicodemus acknowledged 
Jesus as someone who had come from God and seemed to want to be a 
follower of Jesus. Jesus greeted Nicodemus with the observation that one 
must be born from above to see the Kingdom of God. The dialogue 
between Jesus and Nicodemus that followed was about the meaning of 
this phrase. Nicodemus misunderstood Jesus at every point, but there 
was no animosity in the questions he posed to Jesus. 
 

In the part of the conversation with Nicodemus in today's Gospel, Jesus referred to an incident 
reported in the Old Testament. When the Israelites grumbled against the Lord during their sojourn 
in the desert, God sent venomous serpents to punish them for their complaints. The Israelites 
repented and asked Moses to pray for them. The Lord heard Moses' prayer and instructed him to 
make a bronze serpent and mount it on a pole. All who had been bitten by a serpent and then looked 
upon the bronze serpent were cured. By recalling this story, Jesus alludes to the salvation that would 
be accomplished through his death and Resurrection. 
 

The second part of today's Gospel is a theological reflection on Jesus' words to Nicodemus. The Gospel 
of John is known for this kind of reflection offered within the narrative. The words of the Evangelist 
are in continuity with the words of the prologue to John's Gospel. In these reflections, John 
elaborates on a number of themes that are found in his Gospel: light and darkness, belief and 
unbelief, good and evil, salvation and condemnation. 
 

In John's reflection, we find an observation about human sinfulness. Jesus is the light that has come 
into the world, but people preferred the darkness. We wish to keep our sins hidden, even from God. 
Jesus has come into the world to reveal our sins so that they may be forgiven. This is the Good News; 
it is the reason for our rejoicing in this season of Lent and throughout our lives. 
 

Family Connection:  Parents whose children are afraid of the dark are struck by John's 
observation that darkness is preferred to light. Perhaps this is as it should be. God made us to live in 
the light of his love. But this original friendship with God was corrupted by sin. Our sin causes us to 
shy away from Christ, the light that has come into the world. During the season of Lent, we try to 
fight this tendency by remembering God's great mercy and the salvation that we have received 
through Jesus. We do not fear confessing our sins, knowing that God forgives us, and so, during Lent, 
we seek out opportunities to celebrate the Sacrament of Reconciliation. 

(Continued on page 3) 

Sunday Gospel Connection:  March 14 2021 
The Fourth Sunday of Lent, Cycle B 

John 3: 14-21 
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(Continued from page 2) 
 

After your family gathers, sit for a time in darkness, then light a candle. Invite people to talk 
about what it felt like to be in the darkness and to compare that to their feelings when the 
candle was lit. What are we able to see by the limited glow of the candlelight that we couldn't 
see when we were sitting in darkness? Read today's Gospel, John 3:14-21. John's Gospel 
teaches us that Jesus was the light that came into the world. In this light we know ourselves 
to be sinners, but we are not condemned. Instead we have been saved because we have been 
forgiven through Jesus' sacrifice on the cross. Conclude in prayer together, thanking God for 
the great gift of forgiveness we have received through Jesus. Pray together the Act of 
Contrition.  (See pg. 1) 
 

For more information and Sunday Connection resources visit:   
 

https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/fourth-
sunday-of-lent-cycle-b-sunday-connection/ 
 
 

Missionary Childhood Association — Lenten Almsgiving 
 

The Missionary Childhood Association (formerly the 
Holy Childhood Association) is one of the Pontifical 
Mission Societies of the Universal Church.  Begun in 
France in 1843 by Bishop Charles de Forbin-Janson, 
the MCA today continues Bishop Forbin-Janson’s 
vision of “children helping children” in the poorest 
places in our world through their prayers and 
financial sacrifices. 
 

Each year our FCFF students are encouraged to 
practice the discipline of almsgiving or charity during 
the season of Lent.  Unfortunately, this year we are 
not able to distribute the mission banks provided by 
the Missionary Childhood Association, but we hope 
that our FCFF children will still continue participating in this Lenten almsgiving program.  
Perhaps you and your children can make your own mission bank this year or designate a 
container that you have as a mission bank for your children’s offerings for the MCA. 
 

While there is no obligation to participate in this Lenten almsgiving program, we encourage 
our students to participate generously again this year and to pray for children throughout the 
world who are less fortunate. 
 

MCA Lenten Almsgiving Donations may be returned to the parish office anytime 
during Holy Week,  March 28 – April 3, or during Easter Week, April 4 - 10.  We are 
very proud of how generous our children and young persons continue to be each year in in 
their mission bank almsgiving.  Even with the pandemic that began during Lent last year, we 
were still able to send a check in the amount of  $200.37 to the Missionary Childhood 
Association.  We are grateful to all who participated! 
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St. Joseph 
Pray for us! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Since we are unable to host a Table this year, we still would like to 
help out those who are in great need.  The pandemic has increased 
the demand for basic human needs such as food and toiletries. 
Every week, you have been hearing about the plight of the food 
pantry at St. Eulalia and the increased need for food.   

 

In the spirit of St. Joseph, we are taking a collection in his honor.  
All monetary donations received will go toward purchasing  
non-perishable foods to help stock the St. Eulalia food pantry.   

 

How can you donate?    

Through the end of March, 2021, here are ways to donate.  
 

1)    A donation box will be in back of the church; 
2)    Mail a check payable to Divine Savior and make a note 

       on it for St. Joseph.  
3)    Go to church website and click on the Caravan of Care  

       Go Fund Me page. 
       https://www.gofundme.com/f/CaravanOfCareHelp 

 

                        We thank you for your generosity. 



Today’s readings: 2 Chronicles 36:14–16, 19–23; Psalm 
137:1–2, 3, 4–5, 6; Ephesians 2:4–10; John 3:14–21. “For 
God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that 
everyone who believes in him might not perish but might 
have eternal life.” This Scripture’s beauty, simplicity, and 
truth inspire people to answer the call of Jesus to spread the 
Good News. 

Though we know that God made the world and every-
thing in it and saw that it was good, we also see that the 
world is filled with darkness and difficulty. How can this be? 
Each of us can think of world events that break our hearts. 
We do not want to think about how our actions contribute to 
what breaks the hearts of others. In Chronicles, we hear that 

God sent messengers early and often to call the people away 
from their destructive decisions. In the Gospel, we hear that 
the people preferred darkness to light. 

A bright light can dazzle our eyes. It can reveal things 
that were not visible in the dark. We might prefer to sit in the 
dark. But because of God’s great love, Ephesians states, we 
have been given a gift we do not deserve. Brought to life in 
Christ Jesus, we might live. We must turn away from our 
discomfort, our feelings of exposure and vulnerability, and 
go forth to do the work that we have been called to through 
our baptism. Is there something in your life that makes you 
prefer the darkness? How can you take away its power by 
exposing it to the light? 

Sunday, March 14, 2021
Called to the Light

Live in the Light
Loving Father, 
in love you created the world, 
and in love you sent its redeemer.
Early and often you called 

to our ancestors.
Early and often you call to us too. 
Be merciful to us. 
We were made in your image 

and likeness.
You saw that we were very good.
We had all that we needed, yet you 

wanted to give us more.
This gift, which we cannot merit, 

is the gift of your Son’s life. 
Help us to live in your light.
Guide us away from the darkness,
that we, new creations, might do the 

good works to which we are called.
We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

Amen.

Fourth Sunday of Lent
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This Week at Home 
Monday, March 15
Life-Giving Word
Jesus’ second sign in Galilee, the healing of the official’s 
child, occurs from a distance. Jesus’ word provides healing 
and life to the boy, who is near death. We even hear that the 
fever left him at the time Jesus spoke. Jesus’ word gives new 
life. We hear in Isaiah the prophecy of the new heavens and 
the new earth. “No longer shall the sound of weeping be 
heard there.” How is this healing word of Jesus a sign of what 
is to come? What do you think the coming kingdom will be 
like? Today’s readings: Isaiah 65:17–21; Psalm 30:2 and 4, 
5–6, 11–12a and 13b; John 4:43–54.

Tuesday, March 16
Take Up Your Mat
Once again, Jesus’ word brings healing and life. After 
encountering the healing word of Jesus, a man who has been 
ill for many years is able to pick up his mat and walk, with 
all the possibilities this new life suggests. Jesus’ word gives 
life. It has power. Choose a phrase that Jesus states in 
Scripture and copy it three times. How is Jesus’ word invit-
ing you to new life today? Today’s readings: Ezekiel 47:1–9, 
12; Psalm 46:2–3, 5–6, 8–9; John 5:1–16.

Wednesday, March 17
St. Patrick
St. Patrick was a bishop in Ireland in the fifth century. He 
was responsible for the peaceful conversion of Ireland to 
Christianity. Kidnapped and sold into slavery in Ireland, he 
returned as a missionary to use his knowledge of Irish lan-
guage and culture to evangelize. Celebrate St. Patrick, patron 
of Ireland, by living as a loving witness to Jesus, so that oth-
ers might be brought to Christ through your love. Today’s 
readings: Isaiah 49:8–15; Psalm 145:8–9, 13cd–14, 17–18; 
John 5:17–30.

Thursday, March 18
St. Cyril of Jerusalem
St. Cyril of Jerusalem was a bishop and a Doctor of the 
Church who lived in the fourth century. He wrote for those 
who were in the process of becoming Christians and also 
against heresies that were causing divisions within the 
Church. St. Cyril was a great catechist. Is there an opportu-
nity for you to teach others about the faith? Today’s readings: 
Exodus 32:7–14; Psalm 106:19–20, 21–22, 23; John 5:31–47.

Friday, March 19
St. Joseph
St. Joseph’s vocation was one of the most important in his-
tory. God speaks to St. Joseph in dreams, but Joseph has no 
trouble distinguishing God’s voice from other voices. He acts 
in accordance with the words he receives. And in so doing, 
he protects Mary and Jesus from the forces that wish to harm 
them. We can surmise that his awareness of God’s voice 
might originate in a lifetime of attentiveness to God’s pres-
ence and action in his life. In our time, just as in St. Joseph’s, 
other voices vie for our attention and response. Ask St. 
Joseph to intercede for you, to ask God to help you to listen 
as he does. Then spend some time listening for God’s voice 
in silent prayer, with Scripture, or in the voice of a trusted 
friend. Today’s readings: 2 Samuel 7:4–5a, 12–14a, 16; 
Psalm 89:2–3, 4–5, 27 and 29; Romans 4:13, 16–18, 22; 
Matthew 1:16, 18–21, 24a or Luke 2:41–51a.

Saturday, March 20
Who Are You, Jesus?
As Jesus taught about the kingdom of God and did many 
signs, people who listened were divided about his identity. If 
Jesus is the messiah, raised from the dead, there is a reason 
for our hope. The ground of all reality is a love stronger than 
death. Yet often hope and trust are put in other things, and 
decisions are based on fear rather than love. How can you 
reorient your life so that your choices are guided by love, not 
fear? Today’s readings: Jeremiah 11:18–20; Psalm 7:2–3, 
9bc–10, 11–12; John 7:40–53.
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