
Readings for the 22nd Tuesday of the Year 
 
FIRST READING: 1 Thessalonians 5:1-6, 9-11 
 
A reading from the first Letter of Saint Paul to the Thessalonians 
 
 Concerning times and seasons, brothers and sisters, you have no need for anything to be 
written to you. For you yourselves know very well that the day of the Lord will come like a thief 
at night. When people are saying, “Peace and security,” then sudden disaster comes upon 
them, like labor pains upon a pregnant woman, and they will not escape. But you, brothers and 
sisters, are not in darkness, for that day to overtake you like a thief. For all of you are children 
of the light and children of the day. We are not of the night or of darkness. Therefore, let us not 
sleep as the rest do, but let us stay alert and sober. For God did not destine us for wrath, but to 
gain salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, who died for us, so that whether we are awake or 
asleep we may live together with him. Therefore, encourage one another and build one 
another up, as indeed you do. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
 
RESPONSORIAL: Psalm145:8-9, 10-11, 12-13ab, 13cd-14 
The Lord is just in all his ways. 
 
The LORD is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and of great kindness. The LORD is good to all 
and compassionate toward all his works. 
The Lord is just in all his ways. 
 
Let all your works give you thanks, O LORD, and let your faithful ones bless you. Let them 
discourse of the glory of your Kingdom and speak of your might. 
The Lord is just in all his ways. 
 
Making known to men your might and the glorious splendor of your Kingdom. Your Kingdom is 
a Kingdom for all ages, and your dominion endures through all generations. 
The Lord is just in all his ways. 
 
The LORD is faithful in all his words and holy in all his works. The LORD lifts up all who are falling 
and raises up all who are bowed down. 
The Lord is just in all his ways. 
 
Gospel: Luke 4:31-37 
 
+ A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke: 
 
 Jesus went down to Capernaum, a town of Galilee. He taught them on the Sabbath, and 
they were astonished at his teaching because he spoke with authority. In the synagogue there 
was a man with the spirit of an unclean demon, and he cried out in a loud voice, “What have 
you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are–the 
Holy One of God!” Jesus rebuked him and said, “Be quiet! Come out of him!” Then the demon 



threw the man down in front of them and came out of him without doing him any harm. They 
were all amazed and said to one another, “What is there about his word? For with authority 
and power he commands the unclean spirits, and they come out.” And news of him spread 
everywhere in the surrounding region. 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
 
Reflection for the 22nd Tuesday of the Year 
 
Both Paul and the Church in Thessalonica have experienced setbacks and pain. Paul has just 
returned from a failed mission. People rejected him and the message of the gospel. The 
Christians of Thessalonica have experienced persecution. When Paul spoke of the Day of the 
Lord, what did he mean? How could the return of Jesus bring renewal to them all? Paul is a 
fellow human being and has a few flaws. He was a bounty-hunter and hit-man who, before his 
conversion to faith in Jesus, was one who rejected the gospel and actively persecuted those 
who believed in Jesus. Paul has internalized the Word of God and preached it as he shared in 
the Church’s mission. 
 
Yet his human flaws are all too apparent as a fellow sinner. In his letter to the Romans, he 
related Jesus message to pray for one’s enemies and for those who hurt us. This is solidly 
rooted in Jesus teaching. Unfortunately, Paul added his own personal addition. “Do this for it 
will be like heaping hot coals on them in the after-life!” Paul did not reflect true forgiveness; his 
desire for revenge tainted his sentiments. When Paul said that he was the first of sinners he 
meant it. Did he recognize the limits of his humanity and ability to judge and thereby sin? He’s 
dead. We can’t ask him. Since he’s dead, he’ll never sin again. Fortunately, Paul is not Jesus. 
Jesus words contain no strings. Jesus is God whose love is infinite, eternal and unconditional. In 
fact, the sinner Paul is now a saint who lives in eternity united to Jesus. That’s the hope for all 
of us. 
 
For Paul, the Day of the Lord will bring the Kingdom of God for those faithful to Jesus and 
damnation for those who are not. Those persecuted for Christ and the Gospel will benefit and 
their detractors, persecutors and tormentors will face eternal damnation. This is one way to 
interpret what Paul has written. Could there be other ways? The gospel remains Good News. 
Damnation is bad news. Did Jesus die just for those who believe in him? There is some biblical 
evidence to yes, but there’s a lot more to say no. Jesus mission was to redeem all of humanity 
not just Jews. Many Jews, after all, still remain good, believing and faithful to the First Covenant 
with God. Paul’s ministry saw the transition to the many other peoples who came to believe in 
Jesus, the Gentiles. 
 
Paul had the same limitations the rest of us have. We all share human nature. Today we face all 
sorts of pain and grief. The world can be chaotic. There are still wars, natural disasters and 
people still hurt each other. Politics, religion and ethnicity still divide us. Do we long for God to 
give us life and kill off those we feel have harmed us? Don’t we wish for God to intervene and 
change those others to our point of view? Don’t we wish the world was pre-COVID? These are 
real human traits we show. Doesn’t faith in Jesus alter our vision of these things? 
 



Paul continued his mission to his death. He found strength, healing and forgiveness to do so. 
The faith of the Thessalonians is now ours. By the grace of the Holy Spirit, this is so. We await 
the return of Jesus and the Kingdom of God, but the Day of the Lord is now. Do we see it? Can 
we know, like Paul and the community of Thessalonica, the presence of God? God is near to the 
broken hearted, sinners and those in pain. In the bible, the words for blessing and happiness 
are interchangeable. The Good News of the gospel brings joy during good times and hope 
during the bad. The words of the Beatitudes verify Jesus presage. We may live most of life in 
the in-between times. I say this often. God is only a thought away. Since Jesus is alive in each of 
us always, remembering is his gift. 
 
Staying awake and alert is to recognize God’s nearness in all our experience and encounters. 
This, I think, is a better way to interpret Paul’s words. This is what he was trying to do as he 
coped with his failure and sin; turn to the Lord for healing and forgiveness. Remember and 
celebrate the nearness of Jesus when he needed the Lord the most. This is also the comfort he 
offered the community of believers. As we read and reflect upon his words today, doesn’t he 
offer us the same message of hope? Jesus is near to us too in the chaos of life now. 
 
What of the rest of people? There are, like in the time of Paul, people who will not, do not and 
cannot believe in Jesus. What of them? Who is our judge? It is Jesus. The judgment of Jesus is 
the Justice of God. God’s Justice is always forgiveness. For any of us to act as their judge is to 
act in place of God. None of us has Divine Mercy; our compassion is limited by our human 
sinfulness and pain. Since we rely on God’s compassion for mercy and forgiveness, can we place 
the rest in God’s arms? Surely as God has forgiven and saved us through the gift of faith, God 
will share these gifts with them too, in God’s own time and manner. In that way, we share 
God’s compassion with them as we act with compassion. Somehow this makes more sense 
from the perspective of God’s love for humanity. God did send Jesus to save the entire human 
race, of which there is only one. 
 
Of the three synoptic gospels, scholars think that Mark is the earliest. Each of the gospels has 
unique themes that reflect the vision of their authors, the evangelists Matthew, Mark, Luke and 
John. Mark likes to keep Jesus identity a secret one. In today’s gospel, Luke has carried on this 
Messianic Secret in his telling of the story. Jesus is the Messiah, Savior and the Lord God. Why 
wouldn’t Jesus want this to be revealed? It wasn’t yet time for this to be known. No one must 
know until Jesus dies and rises from the dead. Jesus life reaches fullness upon the completion 
of his mission; to die for our sins and rise to give us eternal life. All Jesus’ words and wonders 
come from the perspective of faith. Mark wrote the gospel years after these events took place. 
 
As we read them, we already believe in Jesus. The people in the stories, with the exception of 
Jesus disciples, had no idea of Jesus true identity and mission. For the most part these people 
were good, practical Jews. They were already faithful to God. We can never read the gospel of 
Mark from their perspective; we, as Catholics, are members of the Christian Church not 
Judaism. They and we have similar levels of commitment to living our faith in God through the 
structure of our respective, though related, religions. We believe in the same God. We share, 
read and revere their scripture, though they do not share ours. I have great compassion for 
them. This message that Jesus brought rocked their lives. Jesus’ message violated their ancient 
faith. 
 



They did not believe. The demon was a different story. The demon knew Jesus. His identity, 
message and mission were clear. In silencing the demon and keeping the people living in the 
moment, he also healed the crazy guy. Jesus dealt with two situations with the same effort. 
Since demons are of the devil and therefore evil, in a sense Jesus forgave the man as he healed 
the man. The demon’s question, “Have you come to destroy us?” is curious. Jesus did not come 
to destroy evil. Sin and evil are still powerful realities in the world. Just read the news. Evil 
persists; our capacity to sin is still part of our persons. 
 
What did Jesus actually come to do? Just what is the salvation that Jesus has won for us? I look 
at the means through which Jesus saved us. Jesus suffered and died the death of a criminal. He 
was tortured and executed. God did this. Salvation was through Jesus Passion. God suffered 
pain, fear and sorrow. God, in Jesus, is like us in that. When we remember the cross, do we 
remember its effects upon Jesus? The path to glory is through the gory. Can we make the sign 
of the cross in the same way, mindful of this? 
 
When Jesus told us to pick up our cross and follow him, ours and his suffering in mind. Jesus 
walks with us as we face all life offers. Sin and evil have been the catalyst for salvation. Sin is 
the means for God’s forgiveness. Each time we turn to God, in joy, sorrow, contrition, 
thanksgiving and need we live Jesus’ way, the way of the cross. We renew our covenant with 
God each time we remember and recognize Jesus presence in our lives. Each time we forgive 
we reveal God’s life and presence to others. 
 
May Jesus reveal himself in all our words and actions. 
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