
	
FIRST	READING:	Isaiah	35:4-7a	
A	reading	from	the	Book	of	the	Prophet	Isaiah:	
	 Thus	says	the	LORD:	Say	to	those	whose	hearts	are	frightened:	Be	strong,	fear	not!	Here	is	
your	God,	he	comes	with	vindication;	with	divine	recompense	he	comes	to	save	you.	Then	will	
the	eyes	of	the	blind	be	opened,	the	ears	of	the	deaf	be	cleared;	then	will	the	lame	leap	like	a	
stag,	then	the	tongue	of	the	mute	will	sing.	Streams	will	burst	forth	in	the	desert,	and	rivers	in	
the	steppe.	The	burning	sands	will	become	pools,	and	the	thirsty	ground,	springs	of	water.	
The	word	of	the	Lord.	
	
RESPONSORIAL:	Psalm	146:7,	8-9,	9-10	
Praise	the	Lord,	my	soul!	
The	 God	 of	 Jacob	 keeps	 faith	 forever,	 secures	 justice	 for	 the	 oppressed,	 gives	 food	 to	 the	
hungry.	The	Lord	sets	captives	free.	
Praise	the	Lord,	my	soul!	
The	Lord	gives	 sight	 to	 the	blind;	 the	 Lord	 raises	up	 those	who	were	bowed	down.	The	Lord	
loves	the	just;	the	Lord	protects	strangers.	
Praise	the	Lord,	my	soul!	
The	fatherless	and	the	widow	the	Lord	sustains,	but	the	way	of	the	wicked	he	thwarts.	The	Lord	
shall	reign	forever;	your	God,	O	Zion,	through	all	generations.	Alleluia.	
Praise	the	Lord,	my	soul!	
	
SECOND	READING:	James	2:1-5	
A	reading	from	the	Letter	of	Saint	James:	
	 My	brothers	and	sisters,	show	no	partiality	as	you	adhere	to	the	faith	in	our	glorious	Lord	
Jesus	Christ.	For	if	a	man	with	gold	rings	and	fine	clothes	comes	into	your	assembly,	and	a	poor	
person	 in	 shabby	 clothes	 also	 comes	 in,	 and	 you	 pay	 attention	 to	 the	 one	wearing	 the	 fine	
clothes	and	say,	"Sit	here,	please,	"	while	you	say	to	the	poor	one,	"Stand	there,	"	or	"Sit	at	my	
feet,	"	have	you	not	made	distinctions	among	yourselves	and	become	judges	with	evil	designs?	
Listen,	my	beloved	brothers	and	sisters.	Did	not	God	choose	those	who	are	poor	in	the	world	to	
be	rich	in	faith	and	heirs	of	the	kingdom	that	he	promised	to	those	who	love	him?	
The	word	of	the	Lord.	
	
GOSPEL:	Mark	7:31-37	
+	A	reading	from	the	holy	Gospel	according	to	Mark:	
	 Again	Jesus	left	the	district	of	Tyre	and	went	by	way	of	Sidon	to	the	Sea	of	Galilee,	into	the	
district	of	the	Decapolis.	And	people	brought	to	him	a	deaf	man	who	had	a	speech	impediment	
and	begged	him	to	lay	his	hand	on	him.	He	took	him	off	by	himself	away	from	the	crowd.	He	
put	 his	 finger	 into	 the	 man's	 ears	 and,	 spitting,	 touched	 his	 tongue;	 then	 he	 looked	 up	 to	
heaven	and	groaned,	and	said	to	him,	"Ephphatha!"	that	is,	"Be	opened!"	And	immediately	the	
man's	 ears	 were	 opened,	 his	 speech	 impediment	 was	 removed,	 and	 he	 spoke	 plainly.	 He	
ordered	 them	 not	 to	 tell	 anyone.	 But	 the	 more	 he	 ordered	 them	 not	 to,	 the	 more	 they	
proclaimed	it.	They	were	exceedingly	astonished	and	they	said,	"He	has	done	all	things	well.	He	
makes	the	deaf	hear	and	the	mute	speak."	



The	Gospel	of	the	Lord.	
Reflection	for	the	23rd	Sunday	of	the	Year	
	
How	will	the	eyes	of	the	blind	and	ears	of	the	deaf	be	opened?	How	do	the	blind	come	to	see	
and	the	deaf	hear	in	this	modern	age?	I	wear	glasses.	My	mother	wears	hearing	aids.	Somehow,	
the	curing	of	our	disabilities	may	not	be	exactly	what	 Jesus	had	 in	mind.	Healing	can	happen	
without	 a	 cure.	 Our	 society	 is	 polarized	 today.	 Neither	 side	 listens	 to	 the	 other.	 People	 are	
divided	by	their	point	of	view.	People	continue	to	spread	COVID	19	because	they	will	not	act	for	
the	common	good.	It	is	so	easy	to	say,	“I	am	right	and	you	are	wrong.	God	is	on	my	side	and	not	
on	yours.”	We	can	be	blind	and	deaf	even	though	we	can	see	and	hear.	Our	challenge	for	being	
believers	in	Jesus	is	to	see	and	hear	as	he	does.	Each	of	us	commits	sin	with	hearts	hardened	
toward	others.	
	
The	message	of	Isaiah	can	be	mistaken	to	mean	that	God	will	intervene	to	transform	the	desert	
wasteland	into	lush,	fertile	land.	The	prophet’s	words	are	poetic	and	allegorical.	God	seeks	the	
inner	and	communal	transformation	of	God’s	people.	The	true	miracle	of	Isaiah’s	prophesy	is	to	
change	the	human	heart	and	behavior.	God	wants	people	to	seek,	 listen	and	 join	 together	 in	
God’s	 love.	 All	 the	 prophets,	 evangelists	 and	 letter	 writers	 have	 this	 same	 message.	 Our	
understanding	of	this	movement	is	at	best	spotty.	Sometimes	being	able	to	see	and	hear	is	not	
enough.	Listening	to	another,	seeking	who	they	are	may	be	the	elements	we	all	need	today.	As	I	
get	older,	my	vision	and	hearing	have	only	deteriorated.	In	listening	and	seeking	what	another	
can	 offer,	 each	 of	 us	 can	 endeavor	 to	 know	 the	 presence	 of	 Christ	 in	 them.	 Like	 a	 good	
neighbor,	Jesus	is	there.	
	
There	can	be	a	sense	of	entitlement	that	accompanies	being	a	priest.	All	of	us	clergy	have	this	
to	some	extent.	Some	of	the	priests	I	know	like	to	go	to	restaurants	wearing	their	priestly	collar.	
Often,	 not	 always,	 they’ll	 get	 better	 service	 or	 a	 free	 drink.	 I	 have	 always	 liked	 anonymity.	
When	I	go	to	dine,	I	don’t	like	to	stand	out	as	special,	because	I	am	no	more	special	than	any	
other	beloved	child	of	God.	I	did,	however,	wear	my	black	suit	and	collar	for	my	drivers’	license	
photo,	 in	 the	 hope	 of	 a	 Catholic	 cop’s	 deference	 if	 ever	 stopped	 for	 a	 ticket.	 It	 has	 never	
worked.	
	
The	Benedictine	order	has	two	mottos,	“ora	et	 labora.”	Seek	God	 in	both	work	and	prayer.	 It	
can	also	mean	prayer	through	work.	They	have	a	second.	Treat	all	guests	as	Christ.	Christ	will	
return	someday.	The	intent	of	both	mottos	has	the	same	basis.	We	can	encounter	God	through	
any	 experience,	 event	 or	 person.	 Hospitality	 and	 prayer	 form	 the	 structure	 of	 Benedictine	
communities.	I	have	a	classmate	who	was	a	Benedictine	monk	for	twenty	five	years.	He	told	me	
that	in	his	formation	as	a	monk,	today’s	passage	from	James	was	crucial	for	his	understanding	
of	community	life.	
	
Nothing	brings	extra	value	to	human	life.	Each	person,	believer	or	not,	is	created	in	the	image	
and	likeness	of	God.	God	is	the	source	of	every	person’s	life.	Each	is	God’s	beloved	Child.	When	
God	sees	each	of	us,	God	sees	God	reflected	in	us.	When	we	see	another	person,	so	can	we.	For	
God	 it	 is	 easy.	 For	 us	 we	 need	 mindfulness	 to	 see	 God’s	 abiding	 presence.	 God	 shows	 no	



partiality	to	sinners.	Jesus	died	once	and	for	all,	not	just	Christians	who	happen	to	be	Catholic	
and	go	to	mass.	People	with	whom	we	disagree,	people	who	look,	sound	and	believe	differently	
than	we	and	 those	we	can’t	 stand,	all	of	us,	are	God’s	 children.	For	us	 it	 takes	an	effort	and	
perhaps	a	reminder	too	as	James	has	offered.	
	
As	 Jesus	 encountered	 the	man	who	 could	 not	 hear	 and	 speak	 properly,	 Jesus	 did	 some	 odd	
things.	The	man	came	to	Jesus	through	the	intervention	of	a	group	of	people.	He	took	the	man	
away	and	apart	from	that	group.	If	Jesus	healed	the	man’s	hearing	and	speech,	why	did	he	not	
wish	 those	 people	 to	 witness	 what	 he	 was	 about	 to	 do?	 After	 the	 man	 was	 healed,	 Jesus	
ordered	 him	 to	 keep	 the	 incident	 quiet.	 Jesus	 also	 stuck	 his	 fingers	 in	 the	 man’s	 ears,	 spit	
(presumably	on	the	ground	and	not	at	the	man)	and	touched	his	tongue.	Touching	earwax	and	
saliva	 is	 gross.	 Having	 spent	many	 years	 giving	 communion	 to	 people	 in	 their	 mouths	 I	 can	
attest	to	that.	There	are	always	lickers	and	biters.	When	Jesus	groaned	was	it	in	pain?	Was	it	in	
ecstasy?	Was	it	a	prayer	that	Jesus	was	not	able	to	put	 in	words?	Who	told	this	story	 if	Jesus	
took	the	man	away	from	the	crowd?	
	
Was	 the	 man’s	 speech	 and	 hearing	 really	 the	 issue?	 The	 people	 were	 captivated	 by	 the	
miraculous	aspect	of	this	encounter	and	undoubtedly	wanted	such	wonders	for	themselves.	For	
those	of	a	certain	age,	I	remember	a	scene	from,	“Jesus	Christ	Superstar.”	Jesus	got	mobbed	by	
those	who	sought	a	miracle	for	themselves.	The	chorus	of	the	song	for	the	scene	mounted	in	
volume	and	tempo	to	an	excruciating	crescendo.	Jesus’	preaching,	healing	and	service	was	his	
work.	Jesus	was	more	than	his	work.	
	
His	mission	was	more	and	most	important.	God	was	born	a	human	being.	Jesus’	mission	was	to	
suffer	and	die	on	the	cross	to	save	the	entire	human	race.	He	was	to	rise	to	give	everyone	the	
promise	of	eternal	like.	He	was	to	return	to	the	Father	to	send	the	Holy	Spirit	to	his	Church.	God	
was	 to	 die	 for	 God’s	 people.	 At	 this	 point	 in	Mark’s	 narrative,	 this	 was	 yet	 to	 happen.	 The	
disciples	may	 have	 known	 Jesus	mission	 already	 but	 the	 crowd	 did	 not.	We	 live	 after	 these	
events.		We	already	believe	by	the	grace	of	the	Holy	Spirit.	
	
If	 the	man	 could	 now	 hear	 and	 speak	 plainly,	 what	 did	 he	 hear?	 The	 noises	 around	 him	 or	
more?	He	heard	the	voice	and	words	of	 Jesus.	What	did	he	plainly	speak	with	his	new-found	
voice?	Did	he	 spread	 the	news	 that	 Jesus	didn’t	want	 spread?	Did	he	 speak	 the	greatness	of	
God?	Did	he	spread	the	Good	News	of	the	gospel?	Mark	is	often	subtle,	hinting	at	deeper	truths	
by	the	seeming	simplicity	of	his	narrative.	He	has	left	us,	the	readers	to	speculate	and	wonder.	
	
We	live	twenty	centuries	after	these	events.	What	we	believe,	 in	a	post	Easter	and	Pentecost	
world,	we	accept	fully.	We	catch	a	glimpse	of	our	faith’s	beginnings	as	these	events	unfold	as	
Mark	tells	the	story	of	the	gospel.	Many	of	this	crowd	would	witness	the	cross,	the	Risen	Christ,	
and	 the	 gifts	 of	 the	Holy	 Spirit.	 They	would	 come	 to	 form	 the	 community	 that	made	up	 the	
early	Church.	Perhaps	this	man’s	new	voice	was	one	of	the	first	to	proclaim	the	gospel.	
	
This	story	took	place	so	many	years	ago.	What	of	us?	Jesus	used	the	word,	“effatha”	be	opened.	
What	 in	 our	 lives	 needs	 to	 be	 opened?	Merely	 our	 eyes	 and	 ears?	 Do	we	 see	 and	 hear	 the	



things	we	want	to	perceive?	Or	do	we,	 like	the	man,	perceive	the	world	and	others	 from	the	
perspective	of	Jesus,	seeing	with	his	eyes,	hearing	with	his	ears	and	speaking	the	Word	of	God?	
Perhaps	our	hearts	can	open	to	others	with	compassion	and	mercy.	
	
May	the	grace	of	God	fill	us	to	the	point	we	can	no	longer	contain	but	share	it	with	others.	
	
James	D.	Beath	
September	4-5,	2021	


