
Readings for the Third Tuesday of Advent 
 
FIRST READING: Zephaniah 3:1-2, 9-13 
 
A reading from the Book of the Prophet Zephaniah: 
 
 Thus says the LORD: Woe to the city, rebellious and polluted, to the tyrannical city! 
She hears no voice, accepts no correction; In the LORD she has not trusted, to her God she has 
not drawn near. For then I will change and purify the lips of the peoples, That they all may call 
upon the name of the LORD, to serve him with one accord; From beyond the rivers of Ethiopia 
and as far as the recesses of the North, they shall bring me offerings. On that day You need not 
be ashamed of all your deeds, your rebellious actions against me; For then will I remove from 
your midst the proud braggarts, And you shall no longer exalt yourself on my holy mountain. 
But I will leave as a remnant in your midst a people humble and lowly, Who shall take refuge in 
the name of the LORD: the remnant of Israel. They shall do no wrong and speak no lies; Nor 
shall there be found in their mouths a deceitful tongue; They shall pasture and couch their 
flocks with none to disturb them. 
The word of the Lord. 
 
RESPONSORIAL: Psalm 34:2-3, 6-7, 17-18, 19 and 23 
The Lord hears the cry of the poor. 
 
I will bless the LORD at all times; his praise shall be ever in my mouth. Let my soul glory in the 
LORD; the lowly will hear me and be glad. 
The Lord hears the cry of the poor. 
 
Look to him that you may be radiant with joy, and your faces may not blush with shame. When 
the poor one called out, the LORD heard, and from all his distress he saved him. 
The Lord hears the cry of the poor. 
 
The LORD confronts the evildoers, to destroy remembrance of them from the earth. When the 
just cry out, the LORD hears them, and from all their distress he rescues them. 
The Lord hears the cry of the poor. 
 
The LORD is close to the brokenhearted; and those who are crushed in spirit he saves. The 
LORD redeems the lives of his servants; no one incurs guilt who takes refuge in him. 
The Lord hears the cry of the poor. 
 
GOSPEL: Matthew 21:28-32 
 
+ A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew: 
 
 Jesus said to the chief priests and the elders of the people: “What is your opinion? A man 
had two sons. He came to the first and said, ‘Son, go out and work in the vineyard today.’ The 
son said in reply, ‘I will not,’ but afterwards he changed his mind and went. The man came to 
the other son and gave the same order. He said in reply, ‘Yes, sir,’ but did not go. Which of the 
two did his father’s will?” They answered, “The first.” Jesus said to them, “Amen, I say to you, 



tax collectors and prostitutes are entering the Kingdom of God before you. When John came to 
you in the way of righteousness, you did not believe him; but tax collectors and prostitutes did. 
Yet even when you saw that, you did not later change your minds and believe him.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
 
Reflection for the Third Tuesday of Advent 
 
If the Lord hears the cry of the poor, who are the poor? Are they people without money, food, 
shelter or jobs? Are they people without family or friends? Are they people without God? Are 
they sinners? Can the rich be poor? The scriptures do not specify. That leaves us to struggle 
with the message of scripture. Life is full of ambiguity. We can be confused easily. Every human 
being can fall into one of these groups. However, the scriptures are written for those who read 
them. We can be very good at noting how others need to repent and change. It’s easy to forget 
our own sin and need to repent. 
 
The scriptures invite us to accept the challenge to change, incorporate its message as our own 
and put our faith into action. Faith and prayer are not just an opportunity for navel gazing. God 
calls us to new life that we actually live. We have a relationship with God that is integral to all 
our relationships. We experience God in others. They experience God in us. Every human being 
is a sinner. We all need the eternal and unconditional love, mercy and forgiveness of God. Jesus 
gave us the greatest commandment. Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your 
soul, and with your entire mind. Love your neighbor as yourself. Jesus linked our inner life with 
God in the life we live with others. 
 
Given that, Zephaniah described an evil polluted city with its people. This sounds to me as a 
good description of life and our situation today. How will God purify God’s people? Will God 
punish those who sin? Will God destroy all the institutions of inequity? Is unemployment, social 
unrest and disease the means to cull the herd? As scripture, that’s bad news. The prophet tells 
of people who call upon the name of the Lord. Isn’t that what we all do now? 
 
The heart of Zephaniah’s prophesy is simple. We need not be ashamed of our sin. God will 
remove pride from our lives. How will we do what is right and speak the truth? God lives in our 
midst; God never leaves our lives. God forgives sinners. Each of us, not just our neighbors, is 
one. God works best in our lives through an invitation. God invites us to trust in his name and 
mercy. God gives us what we need as a gift. Life, love, faith and hope are gifts. We belong to 
God. God belongs to us. We belong to each other. Are these the gifts we seek? They are the 
gifts God offers. 
 
We all seek things from God. What do we really seek from God? The authorities sought more 
information from Jesus. They protected the integrity of an ancient institution. They wanted to 
know how Jesus had any authority to do what he did. Both Jesus and John the Baptist had large 
followings. They sought forgiveness, healing and conversion in living their faith in God. The 
authorities remained unchanged. Sinners who came to Jesus and John found what they sought. 
 
Rules and regulations are important. God’s Law is important. Religion has a moral code. It also 
has, as its center, the eternal and unconditional love of God. Following rules and laws is critical. 



However, obedience without love can be self righteous and devoid of any mercy; devoid of 
God’s presence. The authorities made demands. Jesus offered an invitation; come to me. In 
Jesus we will all find rest, healing and forgiveness. This allows us to offer to others the gifts God 
first gave to us. 
 
The two sons of Jesus story live out the demand of authority and the invitation of Jesus. It’s 
easy to provide lip-service to a demand. When we hear the invitation we can respond from the 
heart. When told to do something, do we hear a command or demand or do we hear a request 
for help? We may not like to do another’s bidding but we all have a desire to be helpful. Our gift 
of faith changes what we see and hear. Faith changes our perspective. God is present in all 
those we meet. When we respond to others, in this light, we give witness that others can 
receive. 
 
We all want to know how God works in the world. We, in whom God lives, are the means 
through whom God happens. The source of God’s working comes out of God’s nature, eternal 
and unconditional love. 
 
May this reading find you well. May Christ continue to come to us all. May we know him in the 
breaking of the bread, soon. 
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