
Readings for the 25th Sunday of the Year 
 
FIRST READING: Isaiah 55:6-9 
 
A reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah: 
 
 Seek the LORD while he may be found, call him while he is near. Let the scoundrel forsake 
his way, and the wicked his thoughts; let him turn to the LORD for mercy; to our God, who is 
generous in forgiving. For my thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways my ways, says 
the LORD. As high as the heavens are above the earth, so high are my ways above your ways 
and my thoughts above your thoughts. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
 
RESPONSORIAL: Psalm 145:2-3, 8-9, 17-18 
The Lord is near to all who call upon him. 
 
Every day will I bless you, and I will praise your name forever and ever. Great is the Lord and 
highly to be praised; his greatness is unsearchable. 
The Lord is near to all who call upon him. 
 
The Lord is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and of great kindness. The Lord is good to all 
and compassionate toward all his works. 
The Lord is near to all who call upon him. 
 
The Lord is just in all his ways and holy in all his works. The Lord is near to all who call upon him, 
to all who call upon him in truth. 
The Lord is near to all who call upon him. 
 
SECOND READING: Philippians 1:20c-24, 27a 
 
A reading from the Letter of Saint Paul to the Philippians: 
 
 Brothers and sisters: Christ will be magnified in my body, whether by life or by death. For to 
me life is Christ, and death is gain. If I go on living in the flesh, that means fruitful labor for me. 
And I do not know which I shall choose. I am caught between the two. I long to depart this life 
and be with Christ, for that is far better. Yet that I remain in the flesh is more necessary for your 
benefit. Only, conduct yourselves in a way worthy of the gospel of Christ. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
 
GOSPEL: Matthew 20:1-16a 
 
+ A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew: 
 
 Jesus told his disciples this parable: "The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went 
out at dawn to hire laborers for his vineyard. After agreeing with them for the usual daily wage, 



he sent them into his vineyard. Going out about nine o'clock, the landowner saw others 
standing idle in the marketplace, and he said to them, 'You too go into my vineyard, and I will 
give you what is just.' So they went off. And he went out again around noon, and around three 
o'clock, and did likewise. Going out about five o'clock, the landowner found others standing 
around, and said to them, 'Why do you stand here idle all day?' They answered, 'Because no 
one has hired us.' He said to them, 'You too go into my vineyard.' When it was evening the 
owner of the vineyard said to his foreman, 'Summon the laborers and give them their pay, 
beginning with the last and ending with the first.' When those who had started about five 
o'clock came, each received the usual daily wage. So when the first came, they thought that 
they would receive more, but each of them also got the usual wage. And on receiving it they 
grumbled against the landowner, saying, 'These last ones worked only one hour, and you have 
made them equal to us, who bore the day's burden and the heat.' He said to one of them in 
reply, 'My friend, I am not cheating you. Did you not agree with me for the usual daily wage? 
Take what is yours and go. What if I wish to give this last one the same as you? Or am I not free 
to do as I wish with my own money? Are you envious because I am generous?' Thus, the last 
will be first, and the first will be last." 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
 
Reflection for the 25th Sunday of the Year 
 
The opening words of Isaiah’s reading today haunt me. After months of pandemic, social and 
political unrest as forests burn, is God near now? Or has God been practicing social isolation? 
The look and feel of our world is not always pretty. If God, after creation, saw that all was good, 
why are things so bad? These are some powerful questions. Sometimes I wish I could answer 
them. Isaiah is right. Neither God’s thoughts nor God’s ways are like ours. Can we ever know 
what God is thinking? Can we ever know God’s way? The world seems full of scoundrels and 
wicked people. It was true in Isaiah’s day as it is now. Why hasn’t God changed them? 
 
With that question I will change my approach. The wicked scoundrels of the world do not read 
Isaiah’s words. I do; you do. Who are we? As human beings we are as flawed and turbulent as 
the world around us. For whom are these words meant? They are for us who read them. 
Perhaps we are the very scoundrels God intended. God does not alter reality or environments. 
Scripture reveals to us a people’s experience of God in their lives. Isaiah, as God’s prophet, 
attempts to share God’s word as he hears it. God’s thoughts and God’s ways come to us 
through Isaiah. 
 
Some of the most powerful prayers any one can pray go like these. God help me. God lead me 
and guide me along your way. Let me walk with you, Lord. Mold me into the person you want 
me to become. I say this because in the prayer Jesus taught us to pray, we begin it, “Thy 
kingdom come; thy will be done.” The ones I mentioned have paraphrased these words of 
Jesus. 
 
Isaiah’s message is not a magical incantation to invoke God to act. It is a canticle that calls us to 
enter more deeply into a relationship with God. What Isaiah’s prayer offers us is God’s mercy 
and forgiveness. Being saved, receiving forgiveness and knowing God’s eternal and 
unconditional mercy transforms each of us, not our surroundings and certainly not those who 



have not yet received God’s gift of faith. Faith has transformed us. How does God save the 
world? One person at a time. 
 
It is our witness to God’s word that will make clearer God’s thoughts and ways to the world. 
God works through us as God worked through Isaiah. Our witness is about what we do; having 
been forgiven and saved, not what others do or don’t do. Our concern is with our own 
relationship with God and one another. The best we can do is entrusting those others into 
God’s mercy. God works in God’s time. If I had written this passage, I would have added God’s 
time is far beyond our time. God is eternal; in this life each of us will die. We can only glimpse 
eternity as with the thoughts and ways of God. 
 
Still, is God always near? There’s an ancient story. A man was out for a walk. As he ambled, a 
tiger picked up his scent. All of a sudden, the man became aware of the tiger’s pursuit. He 
searched for shelter, a tree to climb or a dwelling to enter. There were none. There was a cliff 
over the valley below. The man made his choice. He preferred death by the fall rather than to 
be devoured by a wild beast. As the man leapt over cliff’s edge, he grasped a vine growing out 
of the rock-face. Relieved, he hung there for a moment to regain his bearing and give thanks for 
the vine. He looked up to see the tiger, slavering above him. As he descended the cliff-face 
down, hand below hand, he glanced below him and saw yet another tiger slavering on the 
ground beneath. 
What could he do? Where could he go? Neither up nor down; no where. He had no other 
option but cling to the vine and wait. Then, just above his head, he noticed two mice come out 
of a hole in the rock. They started to gnaw on the vine. As in limbo, he hung there unable to 
move, helpless and hopeless. All of a sudden he spotted strawberries that grew out of the rock. 
They were red and ripe. They tasted very sweet. 
 
I’ve always liked this story. It’s a lot like life. Into this life we are born. During our lives we live. 
We will die. Apart from Jesus’ promise of eternal life, we live now. To spend time and effort to 
fret and worry about the fact that the world is crazy can enable us to miss the sweetness and 
wonder that also exists all around. As the late archbishop Fulton J. Sheen called his old 
television program. “Life is Worth Living.” As I type this reflection and as you read this 
reflection, we are alive amid wonder and awe. 
 
Why then, did Paul write as he did about his living or dying? Did he face a pandemic too? I like 
to point out that the readings we read at mass are often taken out of their proper context. Our 
lectionary picks and assembles passages from the Jewish and Christian Scriptures. The four 
readings we have each Sunday are edited together for their theme. Paul was writing to the 
church in Philippi while he was in prison. We know this from the context of the entire letter. 
Scholars are unsure of where or when this imprisonment was. Paul faced the threat of his 
execution. Tradition tells us that Paul became a saint through his martyrdom. Even though we 
believe that Paul has attained eternal life, to receive that gift he had to die in this life to attain 
it. He’s not just engaging in existential musing on life with God or life to minister, he faced a real 
possibility of being killed. Paul has shared with us an inner struggle as he faced his unpleasant 
fate. Not only did Paul reveal God’s word, he revealed a bit about himself too. What a gift he 
gave us. Paul was someone like us. 
 



What is the lesson from the gospel? As always with scripture, there is not one lesson but many 
possible lessons. It is possible to discover something new each time we read it. One reason for 
this is that as people, we can be dynamic. We are never the same person we were. Sometimes 
we are wiser others older; always older. One possible lesson can be to extol the benefits of 
procrastination. Always put off what we can do now for later. Keep sinning right up until the 
end; God will still forgive. Maybe God will. If I were God, I probably wouldn’t. Fortunately, I am 
not God. God’s love is eternal and unconditional. So are God’s compassion, mercy and 
forgiveness. In writing a Sunday reflection, I do the writing; it does not write itself. I start my 
preparations for my writing on Monday and Tuesday as I write on Thursday. God’s time is not 
my time. 
 
Cause and effect is a concept that drives our world. Everything we do or don’t do has a 
consequence. Sometimes they are bad or good. Sometimes we work as if our like depends on it 
only to discover it was for naught. When we read the story of Jesus’ parable, can we set aside 
our focus on the action and take to heart the gift given? It is the gift of God’s grace. God’s grace 
is love, forgiveness, healing and salvation. God owes us nothing yet God’s grace abounds in our 
lives. Can we approach the story without comparing people who receive God’s grace and focus 
on the gifts God gives to each of us? Each human being is God’s beloved child and therefore has 
a unique relationship with God. Each of us is a different person. God’s relationship with each of 
us is as unique as we are. God’s ways, thoughts and time will be expressed as differently as we 
are too. 
 
There’s always a tension between fairness and justice. What’s just is not always fair and vice 
versa. There’s a commercial I saw recently. I see a lot of commercial, lately. Two little girls, I 
believe they are twins sit on the floor with a plate of chocolate pieces of candy on it. A voice 
over of an adult gives them conditions for taking a piece of chocolate. There are several; I will 
mention only two. If you like to eat vegetables, take a piece of candy. One girl does the other 
doesn’t. If you like to share take a piece of candy. They both sit and stare, for a moment, at the 
plate. All of a sudden the little one stage right grabs one and hands it to the other. This is a 
convergence of justice and fairness that is akin to this passage’s message. 
 
I have gotten so sick and tired of auto insurance, car delivery and theme park/casino 
commercials. This one is different, surprising and a real insight into the wonder and awe of 
human behavior and, in turn, the providence of God. While I will tune out and mute most 
commercials, I smile each time I see it. As I relate its story, I feel hope swell within me. God’s 
grace is amazing. Through it people can change. 
 
Jesus says that this parable is like the kingdom of God. He does not use his story to define it. 
We all have responsibility. There are tasks we need to accomplish. There are behaviors towards 
others we must take on. Life continues as time passes. We live lives that are interdependent 
with other people. Somebody must take out the trash. Jesus does not tell us to be lax with our 
responsibilities. This isn’t money that God offers us. God has offered us life. We live, together. 
Life, family and community are the first of God’s gifts. Faith, hope and love are more. The 
strength to continue as we put one foot in front of the other is the strength of God working 
within us. The ability to gripe and complain, though unpleasant while on the receiving end, can 
become prayer when we offer them to God. Only God will listen with patience. 
 



In this gospel we hear the extent of God’s generosity. God’s thoughts, ways, time and 
generosity come from a source both eternal and unconditional. They are so far beyond the 
limited and reluctant human nature we all share. Fortunately God shares the bounty of infinity. 
God’s grace will amaze us all. 
 
I pray you are patient and safe. As the months roll on, health and safety we all need. To keep 
one another safe as we practice social distancing, wash our hands and wear our masks in public 
we need patience. May God give us patience. 
 
James D. Beath 
September 19-20, 2020 


