
Readings for the 7th Tuesday of Easter 
 
FIRST READING: Acts of the Apostles 20:17-27 
 
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles: 
 
 From Miletus Paul had the presbyters of the Church at Ephesus summoned. When they 
came to him, he addressed them, “You know how I lived among you the whole time from the 
day I first came to the province of Asia. I served the Lord with all humility and with the tears 
and trials that came to me because of the plots of the Jews, and I did not at all shrink from 
telling you what was for your benefit, or from teaching you in public or in your homes. I 
earnestly bore witness for both Jews and Greeks to repentance before God and to faith in our 
Lord Jesus. But now, compelled by the Spirit, I am going to Jerusalem. What will happen to me 
there I do not know, except that in one city after another the Holy Spirit has been warning me 
that imprisonment and hardships await me. Yet I consider life of no importance to me, if only I 
may finish my course and the ministry that I received from the Lord Jesus, to bear witness to 
the Gospel of God’s grace. “But now I know that none of you to whom I preached the kingdom 
during my travels will ever see my face again. And so I solemnly declare to you this day that I 
am not responsible for the blood of any of you, for I did not shrink from proclaiming to you the 
entire plan of God.” 
 
The word of the Lord. 
 
RESPONSORIAL: Psalm 68:10-11, 20-21 
Sing to God, O kingdoms of the earth. 
 
A bountiful rain you showered down, O God, upon your inheritance; you restored the land 
when it languished; Your flock settled in it; in your goodness, O God, you provided it for the 
needy. 
Sing to God, O kingdoms of the earth. 
 
Blessed day by day be the Lord, who bears our burdens; God, who is our salvation. God is a 
saving God for us; the LORD, my Lord, controls the passageways of death.  
Sing to God, O kingdoms of the earth. 
 
GOSPEL: John 17:1-11a 
 
+ A reading from the holy Gospel according to John: 
 
 Jesus raised his eyes to heaven and said, “Father, the hour has come. Give glory to your son, 
so that your son may glorify you, just as you gave him authority over all people, so that your 
son may give eternal life to all you gave him. Now this is eternal life, that they should know you, 
the only true God, and the one whom you sent, Jesus Christ. I glorified you on earth by 
accomplishing the work that you gave me to do. Now glorify me, Father, with you, with the 
glory that I had with you before the world began. “I revealed your name to those whom you 
gave me out of the world. They belonged to you, and you gave them to me, and they have kept 
your word. Now they know that everything you gave me is from you, because the words you 
gave to me I have given to them, and they accepted them and truly understood that I came 
from you, and they have believed that you sent me. I pray for them. I do not pray for the world 
but for the ones you have given me, because they are yours, and everything of mine is yours 



and everything of yours is mine, and I have been glorified in them. And now I will no longer be 
in the world, but they are in the world, while I am coming to you.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
 
Reflection for the 7th Tuesday of Easter 
 
Many of us, including me, have taken the precautions against COVID 19 seriously. I have spent 
more time alone than I ever have. I have remarked that I may have been a good candidate for a 
trip to Mars. Being alone, I have enjoyed the solitude. I have had moments of loneliness, but for 
the most part I have found comfort and solace being by myself. I have had much and valuable 
time for prayer, reflection and recollection. I hear echoes of my experience in Paul’s words 
today. 
 
This year, as I read today’s passage from Acts, I was struck by the reflective nature of Paul. He 
has taken a retrospective on his life’s work, preaching, service and path. He has had a lifetime 
of experience. The good and the painful have been gifts that have sustained him. His life had 
followed an unexpected and unbidden path. He welcomed it. His path continued to lead him in 
ways he could not fathom. He embarked on this path despite people’s warnings and their 
desire to keep him safe from more trouble. Despite the advice of others, Paul was willing to 
embrace all that would come. In the Holy Spirit, did he really have any other choice? Wasn’t 
this the path God chose for him? The Spirit made an offer Paul could not refuse. The offer was 
not made as a threat from a powerful mafia don, but made in love by the One, Powerful God. I 
like to point out that the Catholic Dictionary defined power as “the magnificent outpouring of 
love by the Holy Spirit.” Would that all those who seek power could adopt that definition for 
their desire. 
 
Paul is bidding farewell to the community to which he belonged and served. There is no real 
sense of time expressed in Luke’s Acts of the Apostles. We have little sense of the story 
unfolding in days or years. Luke’s narrative relates one event happening after another. He’s not 
telling a story of history but faith. This is important to note. Paul’s retrospective speaks of a 
lifetime lived in service. Many years, miles and people have passed. To Paul’s community he 
acknowledged when he left them, he would never see them again; they would never see him. 
 
I want to add some perspective and context to this. Paul was in Miletus and summoned the 
elders of the Church in Ephesus. These places are about 60 miles apart. This was close to a four 
day trip by foot. We take travel, today, for granted with our cars and interstates. For these 
elders, this was a substantial undertaking. Paul’s motives would have to have been dire to 
expect them. The round trip would have been more than a week. All the food and water they 
needed for the journey either had to be carried with them or purchased on the way. There 
were no MacDonald’s or ice machines either. Some of the food would have been live as not to 
spoil. 
 
I too, after a career vocation of more than forty years have reflected on the work, communities, 
people, and experiences I have had. In my reflection, the joys, sorrows, triumphs, and failures 
have been, all-in-all, blessings for me as well. There are people that I have not seen since I left 
their parish. I didn’t see my own family for the past year. All of them and I have been 
vaccinated against COVID 19 and I did see them on Mothers’ Day. It was also my mother’s 
ninety first birthday and my forty second anniversary as a priest. As Paul accepted his 
satisfaction and fulfillment from his musing, so do I. Paul did not know what the future would 



bring him and neither do any of us. This past year has shown us how our best laid plans can be 
diverted. He could and we can only trust in the providence of God and hope in the guidance of 
the Holy Spirit. Both have brought us to this day and brought Paul to eternal life. 
 
The context of today’s gospel is also a farewell. As Paul took leave of the communities of which 
he belonged and served, Jesus, at the Last Supper did the same thing. The hour that came was 
the culmination of God’s plan and Jesus’ mission to save us. The glory of God was and is to save 
the entire human race, created by God in love in God’s image and likeness. God, out of love, 
restored all people to live as God’s beloved children. Not all of us live that way all the time, but 
God’s love is sufficient to forgive us when we sin. Jesus’ death was the means. Jesus as God 
offered himself as a sacrificial offering to his Father. Through his death his life has become ours. 
The cross of Jesus is both the sign and symbol of God’s saving act and in turn God’s glory. This is 
not what we’d expect from God. This gospel contains some of Jesus last words to his disciples. 
This is from chapter seventeen. Chapter eighteen moved from the supper room to the garden 
and his arrest. 
 
Jesus’ words are part of a prayer offered to God for the disciples. This was not just a teaching 
moment for the lads. Jesus prayed on their behalf. This is also an insight into Jesus’ personal 
spiritual life. Not only did Jesus pray for them; he prayed for us. Jesus’ words span the centuries 
from his depths to ours. This is no trivial event. We offer our prayers to God all the time. What 
is the impact of God’s prayer to us? This like the manner of how God has saved us is not what 
we expect. Yet, don’t we believe that prayer is a two-way conversation with God? 
 
In John’s gospel, Jesus talks about the world in a couple of ways. In chapter three, verse sixteen, 
we read, “God so loved the world that he gave his only Son; that everyone who has faith in him 
may not perish but have eternal life.” Here the world means all people; the entire human race, 
including us. In the current passage the world means those who do not yet believe or those 
who are not Jesus’ disciples. Since we believe that faith in God and in Jesus is God’s gift, we 
entrust those who have not yet received faith into God’s loving arms. God gives the gift in God’s 
time, not ours. Our responsibility is to give witness to our faith as we live in this world. 
Judgment of all people is God’s job and personally, God is far more loving, compassionate and 
forgiving than any of us can be. God is love and God is infinite, eternal, and unconditional. 
 
Both of these readings reflect Paul and Jesus as they take leave of their people. In the past year, 
we have all lived having taken leave through social distance. As more people get their shots of 
vaccine, we can look forward in hope to reenter the company of others. I have found solidarity 
in the experiences of Paul and Jesus. Their experiences are not unlike our own. That can be the 
point of scripture. We can find ourselves reflected in God’s Word. That’s why we revere the 
saints. St. Paul was, while alive, a person like us. In the Incarnation, God became a human being 
like us in all but sin. Paul acted as a model and guide for us. God, through Jesus, knows exactly 
what our lives are, having lived a human life too. God is just a thought away to be known in all 
our experience and feeling. 
 
May we remain in Jesus prayers. 
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