
FIRST READING: 2 Corinthians 8:1-9 
 
A reading from the second Letter of Saint Paul to the Corinthians: 
 
 We want you to know, brothers and sisters, of the grace of God that has been given to the 
churches of Macedonia, for in a severe test of affliction, the abundance of their joy and their 
profound poverty overflowed in a wealth of generosity on their part. For according to their 
means, I can testify, and beyond their means, spontaneously, they begged us insistently for the 
favor of taking part in the service to the holy ones, and this, not as we expected, but they gave 
themselves first to the Lord and to us through the will of God, so that we urged Titus that, as he 
had already begun, he should also complete for you this gracious act also. Now as you excel in 
every respect, in faith, discourse, knowledge, all earnestness, and in the love we have for you, 
may you excel in this gracious act also. I say this not by way of command, but to test the 
genuineness of your love by your concern for others. For you know the gracious act of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, that for your sake he became poor although he was rich, so that by his poverty you 
might become rich. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
 
RESPONSORIAL: Psalm 146:2, 5-6ab, 6c- 7, 8-9a 
Praise the Lord, my soul! 
 
Praise the LORD, my soul! I will praise the LORD all my life; I will sing praise to my God while I 
live. 
Praise the Lord, my soul! 
 
Blessed he whose help is the God of Jacob, whose hope is in the LORD, his God, Who made 
heaven and earth, the sea and all that is in them. 
Praise the Lord, my soul! 
 
Who keeps faith forever, secures justice for the oppressed, gives food to the hungry. The LORD 
sets captives free.  
Praise the Lord, my soul! 
 
The LORD gives sight to the blind. The LORD raises up those who were bowed down; the LORD 
loves the just. The LORD protects strangers.  
Praise the Lord, my soul! 
 
Gospel: Matthew 5:43-48 
 
+ A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew: 
 
 Jesus said to his disciples: “You have heard that it was said, You shall love your neighbor and 
hate your enemy. But I say to you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, 
that you may be children of your heavenly Father, for he makes his sun rise on the bad and the 
good, and causes rain to fall on the just and the unjust. For if you love those who love you, what 
recompense will you have? Do not the tax collectors do the same? And if you greet your 
brothers only, what is unusual about that? Do not the pagans do the same? So be perfect, just 
as your heavenly Father is perfect.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 



Reflection for the 11th Tuesday of the Year 
 
When people think of St. Paul, his preaching and teaching come to mind. Paul set the standard 
for all preachers. So what great heights had Paul reached today? He was asking for people’s 
money! Today’s passage is a fundraiser. He was twisting arms, heaping guilt and using all his 
rhetorical tricks to persuade the people of Corinth to part with their cash. He’s raising money 
for the Church in Jerusalem. This is not the only example of an appeal. Several of his letters do 
this. One can forget that the world then, as it does now, ran on cash. 
 
Unlike a business that deals in manufacture, merchandise and services, the church offers the 
gospel and we deal with people’s salvation. We offer them, not sell them. They are gifts of God 
not commodities for commerce. Paul, himself, stated that he offered the gospel free of charge. 
He also stated that he supported himself. He was a tent maker. What gives? Hopefully the 
communities where Paul made his appeals. They may not have had a high overhead with 
property, buildings and utilities as do we, but in order to travel across the eastern 
Mediterranean seaboard they required substantial financial backing. Paul traveled with an 
entourage partly for protection and partly as an evangelical team of missionaries. Travel took 
days, weeks and perhaps months. To support fifteen or twenty people on mission cost a great 
deal of money. How did they support such endeavors? The same way we do now; with the 
generous support by loving, committed congregations. Through the millennia, the Church’s 
mission and means of support have remained the same. 
 
I will add that Paul was successful in his fundraising. We, at Divine Savior in Norridge are fruits 
of his appeals. Generosity is still one of the greatest gifts that the Church possesses. 
 
Today’s gospel is one of the most challenging messages of Jesus. Another is the Prayer of Jesus. 
When we pray the Our Father, how often do we really pay attention to the words Jesus taught 
us? Instead of thy kingdom come; thy will be done, don’t we really want to win the lottery? 
How often do we pray for God to do our will? We like the part about getting our daily bread, 
but don’t we secretly want a juicy steak instead? When we pray for God’s forgiveness, do we 
really want to forgive our worst enemies? Often we seek retribution and revenge for those 
who’ve done us wrong. God’s justice is always forgiveness and mercy. God is infinite, eternal 
and unconditional love. He can forgive with ease where we struggle. 
 
I remember the night that the Seal Team entered the Bin-Laden compound in Pakistan to kill 
Osama. I was haunted by this passage in Matthew, “Love your enemies and pray for those who 
persecute you.” Did we show ourselves as children of our heavenly father or as pagans? That 
night, instead of dancing for joy in the street, I prayed for those involved. I remember Jesus 
words in the gospel of Luke, “Father, forgive them for they know not what they do.” When 
Jesus spoke of God being perfect that’s what he meant. I can’t always say that. It’s only possible 
with God’s amazing grace. 
 
Jesus spoke of becoming children of our heavenly father and of recompense. Does Jesus reward 
goodness and punish sin? Is there another way to look at this? What can we show when we 
forgive our enemies and treat them as fellow children of God? We can show God’s nature. Our 
witness can be the means for others to glimpse God’s goodness and love. As kids we thought in 
terms of rewards and punishments but this gospel mentions perfection as a goal. If only God is 
perfect, for whom do we work? To what goal do we strive? We work and strive for the Kingdom 
of God. We seek to be transformed by the love of God into the people God wants us to 
become, just like him. That will only happen in God’s Kingdom when Jesus returns. In the 
meantime, we have Jesus’ words and through our faith, a new way to live. 



 
May God’s love transform us all. 
 
James D. Beath 
June 15, 2021 


