
Readings for Thursday of the 14th Week of the Year 
 
FIRST READING: Hosea 11:1-4, 8e-9 
 
A reading from the Book of the Prophet Hosea: 
 
 Thus says the LORD: When Israel was a child I loved him, out of Egypt I called my son. The 
more I called them, the farther they went from me, Sacrificing to the Baals and burning incense 
to idols. Yet it was I who taught Ephraim to walk, who took them in my arms; I drew them with 
human cords, with bands of love; I fostered them like one who raises an infant to his cheeks; 
Yet, though I stooped to feed my child, they did not know that I was their healer. My heart is 
overwhelmed, my pity is stirred. I will not give vent to my blazing anger, I will not destroy 
Ephraim again; For I am God and not man, the Holy One present among you; I will not let the 
flames consume you. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
 
RESPONSORIAL: Psalm 80:2ac and 3b, 15-16 
Let us see your face, Lord, and we shall be saved. 
 
O shepherd of Israel, hearken. From your throne upon the cherubim, shine forth. 
Rouse your power.  
Let us see your face, Lord, and we shall be saved. 
 
Once again, O LORD of hosts, look down from heaven, and see: Take care of this vine, and 
protect what your right hand has planted, the son of man whom you yourself made strong.  
Let us see your face, Lord, and we shall be saved. 
 
 
Gospel: Matthew 10:7-15 
 
+ A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew: 
 
 Jesus said to his Apostles: “As you go, make this proclamation: ‘The Kingdom of heaven is at 
hand.’ Cure the sick, raise the dead, cleanse the lepers, drive out demons. Without cost you 
have received; without cost you are to give. Do not take gold or silver or copper for your belts; 
no sack for the journey, or a second tunic, or sandals, or walking stick. The laborer deserves his 
keep. Whatever town or village you enter, look for a worthy person in it, and stay there until 
you leave. As you enter a house, wish it peace. If the house is worthy, let your peace come 
upon it; if not, let your peace return to you. Whoever will not receive you or listen to your 
words— go outside that house or town and shake the dust from your feet. Amen, I say to you, it 
will be more tolerable for the land of Sodom and Gomorrah on the day of judgment than for 
that town.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
 
 



Reflection for Thursday of the 14th Week of the Year 
 
Hosea’s imagery of family and child rearing as the relationship that God has with God’s people 
stems from the experience of his own life. He married a woman who was unfaithful to him. He 
questioned the paternity of the children he was raising as his own. He separated from his family 
by throwing them out of his and their home. As his anger, hurt and suspicions faded, they were 
replaced with longing, love and forgiveness. He missed his wife and kids. They were his family 
and he was part of them. The book of the prophet Hosea does not relate if his suspicions were 
true, but we do know that his love and mercy showed forth as he forgave and reunited the 
family. 
 
This tender passage of familial intimacy links God’s forgiveness to God’s people. God is our 
healer. God guides our steps. God keeps us safe. This passage begs a question. How does this 
play out in a pandemic in a world of social, political and religious upheaval. I am struck with the 
irony of God’s promise, at the end of Hosea’s passage. The Jewish communities in Europe, 
during WWII were destroyed. The millions of the dead wound up in mass graves or in ashes 
from the crematoria. Does the hand of God truly heal or does it kill? Is the love of God truly 
eternal and unconditional? 
 
I have known survivors of the holocaust. Some remained firmly rooted in faith. Some had lost 
faith. I remember one woman. She never spoke of her experience or origin. She would have 
been a small child during WWII. She was a volunteer at one of the parishes where I served. She 
worked our soup kitchen, our food pantry and answered our phone and doorbell in the 
evenings. She had a serial number tattooed on her left wrist. I never saw her in church. We had 
a few local Jewish people who volunteered in the parish as well. They never saw her at the local 
synagogue either. She may not have worshiped God but she served God as she served others. 
She still gave witness, through her deeds, to God’s compassion, mercy and presence. God works 
in mysterious ways which are sublime and beyond us. What she experienced may have been a 
stumbling block to religion but it led her to a life of compassionate service of God’s people. God 
heals and God’s love shines through our human limitations. 
 
Give without cost. Why does the Church always ask for more money? We have to pay our bills. 
The message Jesus gave is not just for those sent out on mission. Jesus’ message is to and for all 
of us who hear it. We are all baptized and therefore, by nature of our faith on mission. Each of 
us is to give without cost, even through our donation to pay the bills. There is a biblical term for 
this, tithe. Each believer is to give 10% of their wealth to support the mission. We, as Christian, 
interpret this as 5% of time and service and 5% of wealth. This concept is less familiar to us as 
Catholic. Still, it is a significant part of how we live our faith.  
 
What is the mission we share? We proclaim the good news. The good news is God’s eternal and 
unconditional love. It is best proclaimed in John 3:16. “For this is how God loved the world: he 
gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal 
life.” No sacrifice we can offer can expiate our sins. So God sent Jesus to become the sacrifice 
that did. God offered his own son to die in our place. Jesus death on the cross redeemed us. 
Because of the cross, we no longer need fear sin and death. Jesus died for our sins once and for 
all. Jesus resurrection won for us the promise of eternal life, our resurrection and Jesus’ return 



to establish the Kingdom of God. Some of us preach this and all of us live this. We give our 
witness in thought, word and action. 
 
I had a dear, old friend who once said, “God doesn’t have grand children.” What God does have 
is children, God’s beloved daughters and sons. Before God, we have responsibility to live what 
we believe. We do not have responsibility to God for how others live. We trust in God that, in 
God’s time, God will give others the gift of faith too. We are saved by faith in God and in the 
one God sent, Jesus and nothing else. Because faith in God is a transforming experience, having 
faith changes how we think, feel, relate to others and act. In turn, God gives us what we need 
to live and witness. 
 
As we offer peace, peace will always return to us. Not only can it return when not received, but 
when people offer it back. Jesus is the source of peace. The gift, though, comes as does faith, in 
God’s own time. I remember the story of Saul, his transformation into Paul and after Paul dies, 
into Saint Paul. How long did Saul persecute the believers in Jesus? How many died at his hands 
like Steven? When Saul encountered Jesus, as Saul journeyed to Damascus to continue his 
mission of death, Jesus changed Saul to Paul and transformed his mission to spread the good 
news of salvation. Paul’s conversion occurred in God’s time. We read Paul’s story, today, in 
Paul’s letters and in the Acts of the Apostles. 
 
When Jesus tells us to deal with rejection by shaking the dust from our feet, what’s he saying? 
Judgment of the rejection is not ours to give. We also don’t know what’s in God’s mind for 
those who have rejected what we have offered. Look at Saul. Jesus gives us the pattern in the 
action for forgiveness. Sometimes we feel that if we forgive some one it means that the wrong 
they did is now right. It means that someone had gotten away, Scott-free. When we sin and 
approach Jesus for forgiveness, we receive absolution not a free pass. Our sin was still wrong. It 
will still be wrong if we do it again. When God forgives us we are free of its effects and can start 
anew. When we forgive some one else, we let go of the hurt, the desire for revenge, and we 
release the offender from our anger. Shaking the dust from our feet is a visualization of the 
process of letting go and moving on. Sometimes that process can take years if the pain is deep. 
Forgiving some one else frees us before God. God has no grandchildren. Those who hurt us are 
also God’s beloved children too. God forgives all sinners through faith. When St. Paul writes 
about sinners he always adds, of whom I am the first. I always pray for God’s justice. My justice 
is often punishment. God’s justice is always mercy and forgiveness. 
 
Sometimes we don’t feel God’s tender love. Sometimes we feel far from God. During this time 
of social distance we may be physically far from those we love. We can be close in our thoughts 
and feelings. Feeling far from God is not an accurate gauge. We live by faith not feeling. God is 
always close to us. Jesus’ cross has made us worth our keep. God’s love, mercy and forgiveness 
are unconditional and eternal. 
 
As COVID 19 continues to spread and more people die, we remember them and their families. 
We give thanks for all those who provide care for them and for us. We keep ourselves safe as 
we keep others safe. 
 
James D. Beath July 9, 2020 
 


