
Readings and Reflection for the Feast of the Transfiguration 
 
FIRST READING: Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14 
 
 
A reading from the Book of the Prophet Daniel: 
 As I watched: Thrones were set up and the Ancient One took his throne. His clothing was bright as 
snow, and the hair on his head as white as wool; his throne was flames of fire, with wheels of burning 
fire. A surging stream of fire flowed out from where he sat; thousands upon thousands were ministering 
to him, and myriads upon myriads attended him. The court was convened and the books were opened. 
As the visions during the night continued, I saw: One like a Son of man coming, on the clouds of heaven; 
When he reached the Ancient One and was presented before him, The one like a Son of man received 
dominion, glory, and kingship; all peoples, nations, and languages serve him. His dominion is an 
everlasting dominion that shall not be taken away, his kingship shall not be destroyed. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
 
RESPONSORIAL: Psalm 97:1-2, 5-6, 9 
The Lord is king, the Most High over all the earth. 
 
The LORD is king; let the earth rejoice; let the many islands be glad. Clouds and darkness are round 
about him, justice and judgment are the foundation of his throne. 
The Lord is king, the Most High over all the earth. 
 
The mountains melt like wax before the LORD, before the LORD of all the earth. The heavens proclaim 
his justice, and all peoples see his glory. 
The Lord is king, the Most High over all the earth. 
 
Because you, O LORD, are the Most High over all the earth, exalted far above all gods.  
The Lord is king, the Most High over all the earth. 
 
SECOND READING: Peter 1:16-19 
 
A reading from the second Letter of Saint Peter: 
 
 Beloved: We did not follow cleverly devised myths when we made known to you the power and 
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we had been eyewitnesses of his majesty. For he received honor 
and glory from God the Father when that unique declaration came to him from the majestic glory, “This 
is my Son, my beloved, with whom I am well pleased.” We ourselves heard this voice come from heaven 
while we were with him on the holy mountain. Moreover, we possess the prophetic message that is 
altogether reliable. You will do well to be attentive to it, as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until day 
dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts.  
 
The word of the Lord. 
 
 
 
 



Gospel A: Matthew 17:1-9 
 
+ A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew: 
 
 Jesus took Peter, James, and his brother, John, and led them up a high mountain by themselves. And 
he was transfigured before them; his face shone like the sun and his clothes became white as light. And 
behold, Moses and Elijah appeared to them, conversing with him. Then Peter said to Jesus in reply, 
“Lord, it is good that we are here. If you wish, I will make three tents here, one for you, one for Moses, 
and one for Elijah.” While he was still speaking, behold, a bright cloud cast a shadow over them, then 
from the cloud came a voice that said, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased; listen to 
him.” When the disciples heard this, they fell prostrate and were very much afraid. But Jesus came and 
touched them, saying, “Rise, and do not be afraid.” And when the disciples raised their eyes, they saw 
no one else but Jesus alone. As they were coming down from the mountain, Jesus charged them, “Do 
not tell the vision to anyone until the Son of Man has been raised from the dead.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
 
Reflection for the Feast of the Transfiguration 
 
What is love? Can anyone define it? I will cut to the point; no, we can only describe it. When we say love 
is something, we are really saying love is like something. Try to define the taste of chocolate. As tasty as 
it is, we merely describe the taste. We all know what love is for we’ve all known love. We love others; 
others love us. Most of us love chocolate too. Loving a person is different from loving chocolate. Both 
are still love and we know the difference. 
 
We also know and love God too. Can we adequately say to someone else who God is? If we could, 
wouldn’t it be easy to spread our faith. That’s not in our hands though. Knowing God, loving God and 
believing in God, it turns out, are gifts that also come from God. We are inspired to faith. All of us have 
moments of inspiration when it all comes together. We gain insight. Artists, musicians, poets, students, 
problem solvers, people who work with their hands and lovers know those moments. Hopefully, with a 
little introspection, all of us have known those moments. We can catch a glimpse of the glory of God. 
 
With Jesus, God became one of us humans in everything but sin. However, God is also completely other, 
someone beyond our comprehension. I remember my first glimpse of this. I was in third grade, eight 
years old. We had begun to learn “the new math.” Remember that? One afternoon three things fell into 
place. In math we had just learned about positive and negative numbers. One could always add or 
subtract one more number. There was no first or last number. There may have been a zero, but it was 
neither the origin nor the end of numbers. Numbers were infinite. In science we learned much the same 
thing. Space was infinite. Space went infinitely in all directions without beginning, end or center. In 
religion we learned that God, too, was infinite. God always was and always will be. This would have been 
1961. The Second Vatican Council was still in session in Italy. Satellites and astronauts were shot into 
orbit or sub-orbit as the case may be. The newness of all this stuff was overwhelming to an eight-year-
old. 
 
I remember, after all these years, vividly, an experience I had. I sat cross-legged over the cold air return 
vent in our dining room of the house where I grew up. To my left was my mother’s sewing machine. In 
front of me was a new table-top stereo FM radio my father had just bought my mother. Stereo was a big 
new thing at that time. It also had something new and revolutionary; AFT or automatic fine tuning. 



Without it, FM would drift off tune sometimes to another station. This radio was in its day truly 
wondrous. On my right was the family HiFi console. I had just discovered that its radio had AM, FM and 
short-wave. I could tune in the world. There were three windows behind each of these items, a bay. The 
left showed the two-flat next door. The right looked into our enclosed back-porch where we ate as a 
family. The middle looked out into the yard. 
 
I remember looking out the middle window into the sky. All of a sudden all this wonder fell into place. I 
was filled with a sense of awe I never experienced before. For a brief moment I was one with infinity. I 
had no idea of what had happened. These moments, fortunately, have happened throughout my life 
and can occur often. These glimpses are moments of deep prayer. God comes close to me. The mystics 
like Catherine of Sienna, John of the Cross and Teresa of Avila wrote about them. Jesus and the twelve 
lads knew them too. The book of Daniel tells one today. We hear that God is wonderful, glorious and 
completely other-worldly. Daniel attempts to describe a mystical experience. His description is vivid and 
sensual. He tries to convey the wonder of his experience of God’s presence using words, images and 
symbols to do so. Our mind’s eye can visualize what he describes. 
 
Peter mentions that he was an eyewitness to Jesus signs, wonders, words and resurrection. He also 
testifies that He heard God’s voice in praise of Jesus. I maintain that the mystics I mentioned above were 
eyewitnesses too through their experiences. By mine, so am I. I believe that all of us have had moments 
of mystical inspiration too, making most people eyewitnesses to glimpsing God. Daniel’s witness may 
sound extraordinary and personal. With a bit of self reflection, so are ours. 
 
For whom are the scriptures written? They are written for those who read or hear them. In other words 
they are written for you and me. Their purpose is to convey the lived faith experience of our ancestors in 
faith. They witness to the experience of God living in the lives of God’s people. We find meaning in 
them. We find God in them. We can discover our own lives in them as well. The events, people and 
movements of scripture can parallel our lived experience. They can be a mirror that reflects ourselves 
and God. 
 
For whom was the Transfiguration? Did Jesus have a need to reveal himself as God once in a while like 
Clark Kent revealing Superman? God has no need to do that. This event was for Peter, James and John. 
They witnessed, experienced and knew the Glory of Jesus as the Messiah and Son of God. This was all 
for their benefit. The presence of Moses and Elijah has specific meaning. When Moses died, God 
promised another to be born like him. Moses was the first priest, prophet and king of God’s people. 
Jesus is that one. Elijah did not die. He was carried to God in a fiery chariot. As he journeyed to God, he 
dropped his cloak to his disciple and successor, Elisha. Upon receiving this gift, Elisha gained a threefold 
portion of Elijah’s spirit. Elijah was promised to return. At each Passover Seder Meal, the family leaves 
an empty place at table for Elijah’s return. His return would signal the immediate coming of the Messiah. 
 
On the mountain top, Peter, James and John had a shared, mystical and powerful glimpse of Jesus’ glory 
as God. It all fell into place. Jesus is the Messiah who is linked to the promises of God. Moses’ and 
Elijah’s presence signal the dawn of God’s Kingdom. God was not just among them; God bound them 
together. All six on that mountain were united in God. Isn’t that what we hope to do as we gather for 
the Eucharist at mass? We gather with Jesus to become one in him. We share with one another Jesus’ 
body and blood, in the form of bread and wine. The Transfiguration prefigured our gathering in Christ. 
 
I hope this reading finds you in good health. May you remain so keeping others safe. 
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