
Readinds for the 15th Sunday of the Year 
 
FIRST READING: Wisdom 12:13, 16-19 
 
A reading from the Book of Wisdom: 
 
 There is no god besides you who have the care of all, that you need show you have not unjustly 
condemned. For your might is the source of justice; your mastery over all things makes you lenient to all. For 
you show your might when the perfection of your power is disbelieved; and in those who know you, you 
rebuke temerity. But though you are master of might, you judge with clemency, and with much lenience you 
govern us; for power, whenever you will, attends you. And you taught your people, by these deeds, that 
those who are just must be kind; and you gave your children good ground for hope that you would permit 
repentance for their sins. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
 
RESPONSORIAL: Psalm 86:5-6, 9-10, 15-16 
Lord, you are good and forgiving. 
 
You, O Lord, are good and forgiving, abounding in kindness to all who call upon you. Hearken, O Lord, to my 
prayer and attend to the sound of my pleading. 
Lord, you are good and forgiving. 
 
All the nations you have made shall come and worship you, O Lord, and glorify your name. For you are great, 
and you do wondrous deeds; you alone are God. 
Lord, you are good and forgiving. 
 
You, O Lord, are a God merciful and gracious, slow to anger, abounding in kindness and fidelity. Turn toward 
me, and have pity on me; give your strength to your servant. 
Lord, you are good and forgiving. 
 
SECOND READING: Romans 8:26-27 
 
A reading from the Letter of Saint Paul to the Romans: 
 
 Brothers and sisters: The Spirit comes to the aid of our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we 
ought, but the Spirit himself intercedes with inexpressible groanings. And the one who searches hearts knows 
what is the intention of the Spirit, because he intercedes for the holy ones according to God's will. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
 
GOSPEL: Matthew 13:24-43 
 
+ A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew: 
 
 Jesus proposed another parable to the crowds, saying: "The kingdom of heaven may be likened to a man 
who sowed good seed in his field. While everyone was asleep his enemy came and sowed weeds all through 
the wheat, and then went off. When the crop grew and bore fruit, the weeds appeared as well. The slaves of 
the householder came to him and said, 'Master, did you not sow good seed in your field? Where have the 
weeds come from?' He answered, 'An enemy has done this.' His slaves said to him, 'Do you want us to go and 
pull them up?' He replied, 'No, if you pull up the weeds you might uproot the wheat along with them. Let 
them grow together until harvest; then at harvest time I will say to the harvesters, "First collect the weeds 
and tie them in bundles for burning; but gather the wheat into my barn."'" He proposed another parable to 
them. "The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed that a person took and sowed in a field. It is the 



smallest of all the seeds, yet when full-grown it is the largest of plants. It becomes a large bush, and the 'birds 
of the sky come and dwell in its branches.'" He spoke to them another parable. "The kingdom of heaven is 
like yeast that a woman took and mixed with three measures of wheat flour until the whole batch was 
leavened." All these things Jesus spoke to the crowds in parables. He spoke to them only in parables, to fulfill 
what had been said through the prophet: "I will open my mouth in parables, I will announce what has lain 
hidden from the foundation of the world." Then, dismissing the crowds, he went into the house. His disciples 
approached him and said, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds in the field." He said in reply, "He who 
sows good seed is the Son of Man, the field is the world, the good seed the children of the kingdom. The 
weeds are the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sows them is the devil. The harvest is the end of 
the age, and the harvesters are angels. Just as weeds are collected and burned up with fire, so will it be at the 
end of the age. The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all who cause 
others to sin and all evildoers. They will throw them into the fiery furnace, where there will be wailing and 
grinding of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Whoever has ears 
ought to hear." 
 
The Gospel of the Lord 
 

Reflection for the 15th Sunday of the Year 
 
I am uncomfortable with scriptural analogies to agriculture an animal husbandry. I am basically 
a city boy, having been born and raised here in Chicago. I had family who owed a farm near 
Kokomo, IN and have spent vacations on their farm. I am not unfamiliar with raising crops and 
critters. Sometimes the comparison is a stretch. However, I have seen a powerful phenomenon 
when I have visited the deserts of New Mexico and Arizona that makes fitting sense. Isaiah 
compared the effectiveness of God’s word to the effectiveness of rain. Often I traveled to the 
Southwest in mid June. This is two to three weeks before the summer monsoon season. Rain is 
still rare in the monsoon season with a few showers and cloudbursts. Once in a while there 
were brief showers while I visited. Within hours of the rain, the desert would bloom. Flowers, 
greenery, birds and insects would suddenly appear. Color, scents and sounds would fill the 
environment lasting a day or two afterward. 
 
This dramatic and impressive transformation of the environment is the point of Isaiah’s 
comparison. The word of God is as effective in transforming the lives of people as the rain 
makes the world green. The gospel of John, in its prologue, states, “The Word became flesh; he 
lived among us.” I had a homiletics professor while in graduate school. Some may at least 
recognize his name, Fr. Willard Jabusch. He composed some of the songs we sing at mass. 
“What so ever you do,” is one of them. He had a catch phrase he used a lot, “You have to put 
pizzazz in the pulpit.” He stated a truth that most of us know. With most preachers, instead of 
the Word becoming flesh, alive and vibrant it remains just words, dull and boring. This passage 
from Isaiah was the basis of his vision of what preaching can do. 
 
When I approach the daily scripture I have to ask myself an important series of questions. How 
has God’s word transformed me? What is the message that God intends for me to hear? How 
can I put that experience into words? At the heart of these questions is prayer and reflection. If 
anyone has ever had to spend time in a steady or driving rain, one gets soaked. That’s the 
experience behind good preaching. One needs to get soaked by and immersed in the word of 
God. On the page, the Word is just letters and words. The Word of God is alive, though, in you 
and me. We live the Word and thereby bring Jesus into a waiting world. We are living witnesses 
to the effectiveness of Isaiah’s prophesy. I may preach in words, but we all best preach by our 
actions as we interact with one another. 



 
Sometimes Paul’s letters can seem removed from our normal experience. Today’s reading 
speaks words that strike home, deeply. The pandemic has the world in its grasp. There is no 
treatment and no vaccine. The number of deaths from it continues to mount and relentless is 
its spread. As I write this Illinois’s infections spiked yesterday at nine hundred eighty. 
Worldwide there have been 5,500,000 deaths. Not only do we groan at the social, financial and 
physical toll the disease has taken but the entire creation as well. Paul’s words are especially 
prophetic. It as if he is speaking directly to our hearts as well as our times. 
 
What does Paul actually say to us? Does Paul just state the obvious and comment on pain and 
suffering or is there a point to our experience. What do these experiences reveal in us? What 
do we gain? How do we share in the freedom of God’s children? What is our hope of 
redemption? Granted, people can just be people, but haven’t we, as the entire human race, 
come to know our responsibility to one another? Wearing a face mask can help keep us all safe. 
Think of all those on the front lines who face infection as they work to keep the world running. 
Whether people know it or not, even if they do not know God, God is working in, through and 
with each individual to bring about what’s best in us. Our response during this crisis witnesses 
to what we can become in faith. 
 
We all know the promise of redemption from our sins and the promise of eternal life won for us 
by the dying and rising of Jesus. If this only remains on a spiritual level and will only be fulfilled 
when we die, what good is it? During this time of crisis we can see the promise as it unfolds in 
all our actions. Paul’s words reveal the Word of God in a beautiful and powerful manner. Our 
freedom in Christ shows forth as we choose to act rightly as we keep each other safe. We give 
thanks for all those on the front lines. We remember the dead and those who love them. We 
pray for all those infected and who suffer from COVID 19. As we place all these into the loving 
arms of God, we offer ourselves, as well, to God. God comforts us through the prayers we offer. 
 
The good sisters taught that prayer is a conversation with God. However, most of the time if 
seems like a monologue and only one way. We talk to God but God remains silent, often. Our 
concept of praying usually involves saying or reciting prayers. Prayer can happen without any 
words. How often do we get lost or carried away in prayer? During mass and perhaps during my 
homilies have you ever found yourself serendipitously thinking about something or someone 
else? Some report they feel ashamed that they found themselves caught in a daydream. I call 
those moments something else; prayer. God has brought to our attention the things, or people, 
about which God wants us to pray. I define those moments as the true reasons for why we go 
to mass in the first place. Even though, in my vanity, I hope that everyone could hang onto 
every word I speak, I know that the reason I preach is for you and I to become close to God. In 
those moments of drift, God comes close to us. The Spirit prays in us without words. 
 
There is a marked difference between our western mode of farming and farming in the time of 
Jesus. The plow revolutionized farming. We first break open the soil with the plow and then 
plant the seeds in the furrows. The method in Jesus time was to scatter seeds and then plow, 
turn the soil thereby burying the seeds. Modern farming methods are less wasteful too. The 
question is still the same. How do plants grow? They need good soil, sun and water. Plants 
seem to grow all by themselves. Anyone who has a lawn knows this as they cut the grass. 
 



I remember hearing this parable as a kid and hoping that I was good soil not the shallow, rocky 
or weedy soil. This is where the agricultural analogy can become a stumbling block. It’s not 
about the soil. It’s not about the seed falling on the ground at all. It is how God gives the gift of 
faith. I presume something if you are reading this. You and I believe. We believe in God; Father, 
Son and Spirit. From that perspective, God has made us fertile ground. God prepared us, led us 
and helped us to believe. When we compare ourselves to the weedy, rocky or shallow ground 
what are we doing? We really make a comparison between us and others. When we make the 
comparison we judge. What does Jesus tell us about judging others? “The measure with which 
you measure will be measured back to you.” The message of this gospel is most effective when 
we accept the gift and live it. Our focus is to be the abundance of fruit that comes from the 
faithful lives we lead. Before God, each of us is responsible for the lives we lead. I am not 
responsible for the life you lead and vice versa. If we spend all our energy as busy bodies, there 
are no fruits of faith manifest in our own lives. How others live is a distraction.  
 
To offer advice or to give direction is something else. That’s what I hope these reflections do. 
When finished with this reflection, I face the message. I seek meaning in God’s word too. These 
may be words that I have written. I need to hear them too. The gospel is a message I need. I am 
a seeker of God. I live this life. I am a sinner. Without hearing, accepting and integrating the 
message of the gospel, I have nothing to say or offer but opinion. The gospel has much more 
truth. We all have an opinion. Through faith, we have God. Through faith, God has us. 
 
May God keep you safe and on the path to God. 
 
James D. Beath 
July 11-12, 2020 


