
Readings for the 21st Sunday of the Year 
 
FIRST READING: Joshua 24:1-2a, 15-17, 18b 
 
A reading from the Book of Joshua: 
 
 Joshua gathered together all the tribes of Israel at Shechem, summoning their elders, their 
leaders, their judges, and their officers.  When they stood in ranks before God, Joshua 
addressed all the people: "If it does not please you to serve the LORD, decide today whom you 
will serve, the gods your fathers served beyond the River or the gods of the Amorites in whose 
country you are now dwelling. As for me and my household, we will serve the LORD." But the 
people answered, "Far be it from us to forsake the LORD for the service of other gods. For it 
was the LORD, our God, who brought us and our fathers up out of the land of Egypt, out of a 
state of slavery. He performed those great miracles before our very eyes and protected us 
along our entire journey and among the peoples through whom we passed. Therefore we also 
will serve the LORD, for he is our God." 
 
The word of the Lord. 
 
RESPONSORIAL: Psalm 34:2-3, 16-17, 18-19, 20-21, 22-23 
Taste and see the goodness of the Lord. 
 
I will bless the Lord at all times; his praise shall be ever in my mouth. Let my soul glory in the 
Lord; the lowly will hear me and be glad. 
Taste and see the goodness of the Lord. 
 
The Lord has eyes for the just, and ears for their cry. The Lord confronts the evildoers, to 
destroy remembrance of them from the earth. 
Taste and see the goodness of the Lord. 
 
When the just cry out, the Lord hears them, and from all their distress he rescues them. The 
Lord is close to the brokenhearted; and those who are crushed in spirit he saves. 
Taste and see the goodness of the Lord. 
 
Many are the troubles of the just one, but out of them all the Lord delivers him; he watches 
over all his bones; not one of them shall be broken. 
Taste and see the goodness of the Lord. 
 
SECOND READING: Ephesians 5:21-32 
 
A reading from the Letter of Saint Paul to the Ephesians: 
 
 Brothers and sisters: Be subordinate to one another out of reverence for Christ. Wives 
should be subordinate to their husbands as to the Lord. For the husband is head of his wife just 
as Christ is head of the church, he himself the savior of the body. As the church is subordinate 
to Christ, so wives should be subordinate to their husbands in everything. Husbands, love your 
wives, even as Christ loved the church and handed himself over for her to sanctify her, 



cleansing her by the bath of water with the word, that he might present to himself the church 
in splendor, without spot or wrinkle or any such thing, that she might be holy and without 
blemish. So also husbands should love their wives as their own bodies. He who loves his wife 
loves himself. For no one hates his own flesh but rather nourishes and cherishes it, even as 
Christ does the church, because we are members of his body. For this reason a man shall leave 
his father and his mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh. This is a 
great mystery, but I speak in reference to Christ and the church. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
 
GOSPEL: John 6:60-69 
 
+ A reading from the holy Gospel according to John: 
 
 Many of Jesus' disciples who were listening said, "This saying is hard; who can accept it?" 
Since Jesus knew that his disciples were murmuring about this, he said to them, "Does this 
shock you? What if you were to see the Son of Man ascending to where he was before? It is the 
spirit that gives life, while the flesh is of no avail. The words I have spoken to you are Spirit and 
life. But there are some of you who do not believe." Jesus knew from the beginning the ones 
who would not believe and the one who would betray him. And he said, "For this reason I have 
told you that no one can come to me unless it is granted him by my Father." As a result of this, 
many of his disciples returned to their former way of life and no longer accompanied him. Jesus 
then said to the Twelve, "Do you also want to leave?" Simon Peter answered him, "Master, to 
whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. We have come to believe and are 
convinced that you are the Holy One of God." 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
 
Reflection for the 21st Sunday of the Year 
 
“As for me and my household, we will serve the Lord.” This is Joshua’s statement of faith and 
commitment. What is ours? The gospel story told us that many of Jesus’ disciples walked away 
from him when he revealed that he was God. Is our statement of faith and commitment like 
Peter’s? “Master, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. We have come to 
believe and are convinced that you are the Holy One of God.” What does it take to make such a 
statement like Joshua and Peter? We take Jesus’ identity for granted as we already believe in 
him. We don’t hear his words as challenging. We live in a post Easter and Pentecost world. The 
People of Israel had witnessed God’s mighty deeds of the Exodus. An invitation to serve God is 
more like an offer few could refuse. 
 
Faith is a grace, a gift from God. We may choose to believe, but God gives us what we need to 
do so. For Jesus’ disciples who had not yet witnessed his death, resurrection, ascension and 
descent of the Spirit, I have some sympathy and compassion. They had to make a leap of faith 
that was too great for them to reach. The great leap is God leaping into us. That only happened 
for some, not all. Sometimes it can be difficult to trust that God will work in God’s own time. 
Jesus did not seem very bothered. He focused on those who remained. Perhaps we can learn 
from Jesus in a powerful way. In what we experience as the Church, our parish, we can learn 



Jesus' way. Form the remnant that remained, Jesus nurtured those who would from the 
Church. He worked with those he had. They were imperfect and limited people, as are we, but 
through them the Spirit has led their faith to us. If we focus on those who no longer join with 
us, we miss the opportunity to enter the mystery of Jesus with one another; those who still 
make up our local Church, Divine Savior Parish. 
 
We accept that Jesus is Messiah, God and Savior by faith. We believe that bread and wine 
become the Body and Blood of Jesus within our celebration of the Eucharist. We know that 
when two or three gather in Jesus’ name that he’s in their midst. These things we believe by 
God’s amazing grace. Jesus words reflect what we already practice. We don’t take offense. 
What of the words of Paul today? “Be subordinate,” Paul said. Perhaps this message is difficult 
or painful for us to hear. 
 
Subordination is a term for use within a hierarchy. What institutions do we know like that? The 
Church, military and business perhaps? Has Paul implied that a family is one too? From his First 
Century, Middle Eastern perspective, maybe he did. How an unmarried, celibate man could give 
that kind of advice may stymie some. That also describes me. Each time this passage comes up, 
every three years I cringe for that’s not the language I use. These words Paul uses for wives. His 
advice for husbands is different. Love your wives and respect them as you do your own body. 
This presents a much different tone. 
 
I always remember the language used by Marriage encounter. A successful marriage is not a 
50%-50% relationship. It’s a 100%-100% one. Both people must give it their all. As trite as this 
language may seem, it’s true. As a priest, without a wife, children and grandchildren what can I 
offer as wisdom? Everyone needs relationships, friends, family, co-workers and neighbors. For 
those of us who have no relationship “built-in,” we must actively seek and nurture the 
important relationships in our lives. This takes effort too. The personal benefits always 
outweigh the work. Paul in other places can speak of love and relationships in better and 
beautiful ways. “There are but three things that endure; faith, hope and love and the greatest 
of these is love.” “If I speak with the voice of angels, but have not love, I am a noisy gong or a 
clashing cymbal.” 
 
Paul added another aspect to his advice on relationships; Christ. Relate to each other as you 
relate to Jesus. How does Jesus relate to us? Jesus relates out of love; God’s love infinite, 
eternal and unconditional. We can look for the presence of Jesus in everyone we meet. Jesus is 
there. For us to put our faith in action is the best way to witness to faith. For without an active 
witness to faith we say, “Don’t do as I do; do what I tell you to do.” Without listening to others 
we can wind up nagging them. Without loving them, our words are empty. 
 
How deep is our faith and commitment? Are Paul’s words the limits of our willingness to 
change? Can we submit to Christ? Can we admit to our subordination to God’s will? If we find 
the presence of Jesus in all we meet, how do we care for them? If all people are God’s beloved 
creations and children can we find God in our enemies and those who hurt us? By faith we can. 
With God’s grace we will. Perhaps the advice of Paul is meant to be jarring. Often our most 
profound changes come from such stern words; from our doctors to change what we eat and 
exercise and most critically today to get vaccinated and wear a mask in public. We don’t like 
those words either, but we know our responsibility for others, by God’s good grace. 



 
In our own families there are sometimes members who want nothing to do with religion and 
Church. Do they have love? If so then maybe they are closer to God than we think. “Love 
consists in this: it is not so important that we love God but that God loves us. God who first 
loves us is the source, we believe, of our ability to love. Listen to why they want nothing to do 
with Church. Perhaps there is a good reason. The best we can do is love them, pray for them 
and place them into God’s care. That’s always worked in my family. It only seems ineffective for 
it allows God to act in God’s own time. 
 
Joshua and the people of Israel made a commitment to serve the Lord. Their relationship with 
God and one another changed. How? They remained sinners who needed God to save them. 
Peter made the same commitment to Jesus. He too remained a sinner. What of us? Even 
though we have chosen to serve the Lord we are still sinners. The Lord is the source of our faith, 
hope and love. The statement of commitment is not so much a single event, but the beginning 
of a process that will lead to eternal life and the Kingdom of God. 
 
May we seek God’s protection as we act for the good of others. Become vaccinated and wear a 
mask in public. 
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