
Readings for the Fourth Sunday of Advent 
 
FIRST READING: 2 Samuel 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16 
 
A reading from the second Book of Samuel: 
 
 When King David was settled in his palace, and the LORD had given him rest from his 
enemies on every side, he said to Nathan the prophet, “Here I am living in a house of cedar, 
while the ark of God dwells in a tent!” Nathan answered the king, “Go, do whatever you have in 
mind, for the LORD is with you.” But that night the LORD spoke to Nathan and said: “Go, tell my 
servant David, ‘Thus says the LORD: Should you build me a house to dwell in?’ “It was I who 
took you from the pasture and from the care of the flock to be commander of my people Israel. 
I have been with you wherever you went, and I have destroyed all your enemies before you. 
And I will make you famous like the great ones of the earth. I will fix a place for my people 
Israel; I will plant them so that they may dwell in their place without further disturbance. 
Neither shall the wicked continue to afflict them as they did of old, since the time I first 
appointed judges over my people Israel. I will give you rest from all your enemies. The LORD 
also reveals to you that he will establish a house for you. And when your time comes and you 
rest with your ancestors, I will raise up your heir after you, sprung from your loins, and I will 
make his kingdom firm. I will be a father to him, and he shall be a son to me. Your house and 
your kingdom shall endure forever before me; your throne shall stand firm forever.” 
 
The word of the Lord. 
 
RESPONSORIAL: Psalm 89:2-3, 4-5, 27, 29. 
For ever I will sing the goodness of the Lord. 
 
The promises of the LORD I will sing forever; through all generations my mouth shall proclaim 
your faithfulness. For you have said, “My kindness is established forever”; in heaven you have 
confirmed your faithfulness. 
For ever I will sing the goodness of the Lord. 
 
“I have made a covenant with my chosen one, I have sworn to David my servant: Forever will I 
confirm your posterity and establish your throne for all generations.” 
For ever I will sing the goodness of the Lord. 
 
“He shall say of me, ‘You are my father, my God, the Rock, my savior.’ Forever I will maintain 
my kindness toward him, and my covenant with him stands firm.” 
For ever I will sing the goodness of the Lord. 
 
SECOND READING: Romans 16:25-27 
 
A reading from the Letter of Saint Paul to the Romans: 
 
 Brothers and sisters: To Him who can strengthen you, according to my gospel and the 
proclamation of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery kept secret for long 
ages but now manifested through the prophetic writings and, according to the command of the 



eternal God, made known to all nations to bring about the obedience of faith, to the only wise 
God, through Jesus Christ be glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
 
Gospel: Luke 1:26-38 
 
+ A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke: 
 
 The angel Gabriel was sent from God to a town of Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin 
betrothed to a man named Joseph, of the house of David, and the virgin’s name was Mary. And 
coming to her, he said, “Hail, full of grace! The Lord is with you.” But she was greatly troubled 
at what was said and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. Then the angel said to her, 
“Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. “Behold, you will conceive in your 
womb and bear a son, and you shall name him Jesus. He will be great and will be called Son of 
the Most High, and the Lord God will give him the throne of David his father, and he will rule 
over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” But Mary said to the 
angel, “How can this be, since I have no relations with a man?” And the angel said to her in 
reply, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow 
you. Therefore the child to be born will be called holy, the Son of God. And behold, Elizabeth, 
your relative, has also conceived a son in her old age, and this is the sixth month for her who 
was called barren; for nothing will be impossible for God.” Mary said, “Behold, I am the 
handmaid of the Lord. May it be done to me according to your word.” Then the angel departed 
from her. 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
 
Reflection for the Fourth Sunday of Advent 
 
Through the prophet Nathan, God made a bold promise to King David. The house, kingdom and 
throne of David would last forever. Unfortunately, in two generations from David, the kingdom 
divided into two. Hundreds of years later, the Assyrians and then the Babylonians conquered 
the two kingdoms carrying off king and people and dispersing them throughout their empires. 
On the surface, it seemed as if God had reneged on his promise. The Jewish people may have 
gone into Diaspora, but in doing so, they brought their faith in God with them. The scriptures, 
ritual, prayers and traditions of Israel still enrich the world. The ancient Hebrew faith thrives. 
God lives through, with and in God’s chosen people. It is God’s kingdom, God’s house and God’s 
throne. We Christians have recognized this aspect of the promise. We await the fullness of 
God’s kingdom when Jesus returns. The promise is not about location, buildings and furniture. 
It is about the living God’s nearness to God’s people. 
 
Our expectations of God’s promise can help us to seek out God’s ways. It can also limit us. 
Sometimes when we pray, we don’t add what Jesus added to the prayer. Jesus always added, 
“Thy will be done.” The word “thy” is not just an out-dated word for you. I studied Spanish for 
many years. The Spanish language has two forms of the second person pronoun, usted and tu. 
When we translate them into English we use the same word, you. Usted is the formal form of 
the second person pronoun. It is used when addressing or talking to a stranger or a superior. Tu 



is the familiar word for you. It is used when addressing a child, parent, relative, friend or God. 
Thy, thee and thine is the familiar form of the second person pronoun in English. When 
addressing God, its use connoted not just familiarity bit intimacy. Jesus spoke to his Father, 
whom he addressed as Abba. Abba means daddy or papa. Sometimes when we pray we really 
mean, “My will be done.” Jesus taught us to pray as he did, seeking to accept and do God’s will.  
 
Jesus established his Church and sent the Holy Spirit to lead and guide it. As I reflect on this 
passage from 2 Samuel, I have to take note of the communities at which I have served. Two of 
the parishes I have served have closed. Their church buildings shuttered and emptied. Several 
others are now campuses of renamed combined communities. Their futures as communities 
are uncertain. To recognize how God’s promise unfolds in the present and within our lives has 
to become unlinked to place, buildings and furniture too. This wasn’t easy for God’s people in 
Israel and Judah as they faced Diaspora. Neither is it for us as communities continue to be 
combined. We bring the gifts that God has given us with us in what ever happens. 
 
In Romans, Paul spoke of a mystery that is hidden and secret. It is found in the gospel. We have 
all heard it. He spoke without naming it. What is the mystery? What is the gospel? Sometimes 
we need to remember the forest that contains all the trees. It is often beyond what we can see 
in front of our faces. As Paul said, “There are but three things that last; faith, hope and love. 
The greatest of which is love.” In this passage, Paul never told us what is hidden. He fell into the 
problem that most of us who preach face; inarticulate rambling. The great danger is when the 
Word remains words. The gospel of John told us the Word became flesh and dwelt among us. 
 
For us to discover and know the presence of Jesus in our lives is at the heart of the mystery. 
Rarely, if never, will we see the heavens open to the glory of God. Most of the time, we witness 
the mundane and ordinary events of our lives. Yet, if we look amid the ordinary, we can see 
Jesus. It is not really hidden either because our prayers and thoughts are often of God. We can 
know the mystery through our daily experiences. The first time I held my goddaughter, I was 
filled with a powerful sense of wonder and awe. Her tiny, perfectly formed features, the way 
her tiny hand grasped my finger revealed what Paul called the hidden mystery. God is great, 
wondrous and loving. 
 
Sometimes we experience the way of the gospel to be a hidden mystery. We can interpret it as 
a handbook of what we must do and what we must avoid doing. We don’t always do what is 
right and good. Sometimes we do what’s bad. Temptations are difficult to fight. Often we give 
in and sin. We can be afraid of the consequences; punishment and hell we wish to avoid. 
Sometimes we seek a get-out-of-jail card. This represents a misinterpretation of the gospel’s 
message. The Ten Commandments are a guide. We hear, “Thou shalt not.” While that is part of 
nine of the ten, (Remember to keep holy the Sabbath is the one exception.) each 
commandment also begins with the intimate statement of familiarity. “I am the Lord thy God 
who brought thee out of Egypt, out of slavery.” The basis of the Ten Commandments shows 
God’s desire to save, protect and guide God’s beloved and intimate children. God’s action and 
Word proclaim God’s nature and identity. God is Love, eternal and unconditional. God seeks 
out each of God’s beloved children and forgives their sins. The Scriptures tell us the Good News, 
always, for we turn to a loving, merciful and compassionate God. When we assume anything 
other than God’s Love, whom do we seek; God or something else? 
 



The word “gospel” means good news. In the gospel Jesus was born, lived, preached and 
ministered to God’s people. His followers received the gift of Faith in Jesus. In Jesus, God 
became a human being just like us in all but sin. Through the cross, Jesus took on all our 
weaknesses, faults and sins and died in our place. He became the one perfect sacrifice offered 
to God to forgive our sins; God himself. Through Jesus’ rising we have gained the promise of 
eternal life. In Jesus’ ascension to the Father we have the promise of the Kingdom and Jesus’ 
return. Through Pentecost we received the gift of the Holy Spirit and have become Jesus’ 
Church. The gospel has revealed the Word made Flesh to a waiting world. 
 
The heart of the mystery of God is God’s eternal and unconditional love. It is why God created 
the cosmos. It is why God has given us the gift of faith. It is why Judaism has lived and thrived to 
this day. It is how we can cope and thrive in the midst of a pandemic. God became one like us. 
God is very near to those who need God the most. As sinners, we always need God the most. 
We need forgiveness which God gives. 
 
When we approach the story of the Annunciation, because of the religious significance of this 
event, we can approach it with an abundance of reverence and piety. If we do we can forget a 
powerful truth. The world is not always, if ever, a safe place. The reign of Davidic kings has 
ended. His kingdom was overrun. His palace ruined. However, God’s people live, believe and 
thrive throughout the world. The world in which Mary lived was much the same. She risked 
much in agreeing to God’s plan. An un-married, pregnant teenager would be suspected of 
adultery, a sin whose punishment was death. She risked much by her choice. Yet, Mary did not 
live in a vacuum. Mary had a loving family. She had a mother and father, at least one sister and 
a wider circle of kinship. We know this because Mary was born. Every person born has a 
biological mother and father. The gospels told us of Elizabeth, a kinswoman, possibly a cousin. 
She had a sister who stood with her at the foot of the Jesus’ cross in the gospel of John. They 
loved her. What loving family would, in the love of God turn on Mary as a young woman in her 
greatest time of need? We can think of the days of Jesus as ideal times. In reality there was as 
much threat and dysfunction in their lives as in ours. The witness these people gave to their 
faith in God can inspire us. 
 
I remember in one scripture group I led, we got to the part where the angel left her. One 
woman in the group remarked that it was typical that the guy left her alone. I was quick to 
respond that angel may have left her but God remained near. She carried God, for nine months, 
within her; in faith, God within her always. As Mary carried Jesus to a waiting world, she did 
God’s will to bring to life God’s Word. Mary was full of God’s grace to do that as she was filled 
with the growing life of Jesus. God was near as she risked. That’s what Paul has tried to get at; 
the mystery we know, the secret we hold and the truth we now accept; Immanuel, God is with 
us. 
 
At one parish I served, we had a Lenten Program with the slogan, “God has your back.” I 
remember my un-ease with that. It may have seemed like that when Mary agreed to be come 
the mother of God. However, even though she managed to avoid execution, she didn’t have an 
easy life. Mary gave birth to Jesus in a stable and placed him in an animal food trough. There 
was Simeon’s prophesy. He promised that her heart would be pierced with sorrow. There’s also 
the scene of the Pieta. Mary held the dead body of Jesus in her arms. Did God have her back or 
did he accompany her through her difficulties. I prefer the latter. Faith in God and God’s 



presence is not a good-luck-charm nor is it protection from troubles and pain. God did not 
prevent Mary’s pain but helped her to cope. God gave Mary all she needed to accomplish God’s 
will. We call experiences like that God’s grace. 
 
Mary’s “Yes” to God had world changing consequences. We say “Yes” to God all the time 
without even noticing. Our response to God is no less important. The salvation of the world 
may not depend upon our “Yes” but ours does. We say yes when we get out of bed to begin our 
day. We say yes when we care for others. We say yes when we wear our masks, wash our 
hands and keep social distance. We all sin, but our sin allows God to say “Yes” to us. 
 
I spoke with my spiritual director via Zoom on Thursday. She began our session with a simple 
question. During this Advent Season and amid the pandemic, how have you come to recognize 
the person of Jesus in others? I had to admit that in attempting social distance, it hasn’t been 
easy. I see relatively few people and only for brief periods of time. Those encounters have to 
suffice for the basis of my social life. However, since I spend a lot of time alone and I can still 
enjoy solitude, I have looked elsewhere to find the person of Jesus. There are many small 
things, things that I often miss. I have been able to take delight in those small moments and 
experiences. What I normally take for granted can be wondrous and awesome moments. 
There’s the taste of coffee in the morning as I sip and savor it instead of the caffeine lift as I 
gulp it down. There’s the fact that I wake up in the morning and greet a new day. What has 
changed is my perspective. I have discovered, too, the grace that God has sought me out. I can 
say that I have coped with this past year with God’s unlimited and unconditional Love. I know 
that in all my little “yeses” God has said “yes” to me. 
 
I want to revisit Nathan’s prophesy. It told what God has done and told us what God will do. I 
gave you birth and formed you. I gave you faith and family. I will fix your place with me. I will 
raise up an heir for you, Jesus. I will be a father to you. In these months, I have had much time 
to reflect. It’s easier to see where God has been and what God has done by looking back 
through reminiscence.  It is a bit more difficult to see where God is and what God does, now. 
The process is the much the same for both. We call it discernment. All it takes is a bit of interest 
and curiosity on our part. We can take a few moment of wonder as we approach our lives. For 
the most part God does the rest. The Holy Spirit works in us. The word “spirit” is basis for the 
words respiration, inspiration and perspiration. The Spirit is closer than we think. God says 
“yes” to us in those moments. God’s “yes” to us saves us. 
 
May this Fourth Sunday of Advent find you in God’s Spirit and in good health. May we know and 
celebrate the presence of God with us and know the meaning of Immanuel. 
 
James D. Beath 
December 19-20 2020 


