
Fifth Week of Easter Thursday 

 
FIRST READING: Acts of the Apostles 15:7-21 
 
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles: 
 
 After much debate had taken place, Peter got up and said to the Apostles and the presbyters, “My 
brothers, you are well aware that from early days God made his choice among you that through my 
mouth the Gentiles would hear the word of the Gospel and believe. And God, who knows the heart, 
bore witness by granting them the Holy Spirit just as he did us. He made no distinction between us and 
them, for by faith he purified their hearts. Why, then, are you now putting God to the test by placing 
on the shoulders of the disciples a yoke that neither our ancestors nor we have been able to bear? On 
the contrary, we believe that we are saved through the grace of the Lord Jesus, in the same way as 
they.” The whole assembly fell silent, and they listened while Paul and Barnabas described the signs 
and wonders God had worked among the Gentiles through them. After they had fallen silent, James 
responded, “My brothers, listen to me. Hymen has described how God first concerned himself with 
acquiring from among the Gentiles a people for his name. The words of the prophets agree with this, 
as is written: After this I shall return and rebuild the fallen hut of David; from its ruins I shall rebuild it 
and raise it up again, so that the rest of humanity may seek out the Lord, even all the Gentiles on whom 
my name is invoked. Thus says the Lord who accomplishes these things, known from of old. It is my 
judgment, therefore, that we ought to stop troubling the Gentiles who turn to God, but tell them by 
letter to avoid pollution from idols, unlawful marriage, the meat of strangled animals, and blood. For 
Moses, for generations now, has had those who proclaim him in every town, as he has been read in the 
synagogues every sabbath.” 
 
The word of the Lord. 
 
RESPONSORIAL: Psalm 96:1-2a, 2b-3, 10 
Proclaim God’s marvelous deeds to all the nations. 
 
Sing to the LORD a new song; sing to the LORD, all you lands. Sing to the LORD; bless his name. 
Proclaim God’s marvelous deeds to all the nations. 
 
Announce his salvation, day after day. Tell his glory among the nations; among all peoples, his 
wondrous deeds. 
Proclaim God’s marvelous deeds to all the nations. 
 
Say among the nations: The LORD is king. He has made the world firm, not to be moved;  he governs 
the peoples with equity. 
Proclaim God’s marvelous deeds to all the nations. 
 
GOSPEL: John 15:9-11 
 
+ A reading from the holy Gospel according to John: 
 
 Jesus said to his disciples: “As the Father loves me, so I also love you. Remain in my love. If you 
keep my commandments, you will remain in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments 



and remain in his love. “I have told you this so that my joy might be in you and your joy might be 
complete.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
 
Thursday Reflection the 5th Week of Easter 
 
Today’s passage from the Acts of the Apostles shows the Holy Spirit working within the Church. Change 
is never easy for there are always growing pains. The Church had grown far beyond the small, Jewish 
communities in Judea and Galilee. There were now Christian Communities firmly founded all over the 
Middle East. The painful part of this growth had to do with the fact that the Church was moving away 
from Judaism. Language, culture and practice were now a source of division, tension and separation. 
The Aramaic speaking Christians were now a minority. The Greek speaking Christians had no real 
interest in practicing Judaism. This was a difficult situation that could have killed the newly-formed 
Christian Faith. 
 
Fortunately, the Spirit guided the way. In the discussion and debate, the focus was on the Faith of Jesus 
and what Jesus’ death and resurrection had won for those who believed in him. Salvation came from 
and act of God, dying on the cross as a powerful gift. The Church was united by faith in Jesus. This is 
clearly described in the text. What had united the Jewish believers was also the practice of Judaism. In 
the Gospel of John, Jesus puts forth one commandment: Love one another. In Judaism there are more 
than 600 commandments.  
 
There is a common misconception in Christianity as to how salvation within Judaism actually works. In 
order to be saved, one must obey all 600 commandments. Salvation is earned! This is not true. For us, 
faith and salvation is a gift of God. The same is true for Jews as well. For us obeying the 
commandments is a sign that we have faith, that is, to believe in God and in Jesus whom God sent. 
That is also true in Judaism, less Jesus of course. God revealed in the covenant, “I will be your God and 
you will be my people.” This unbidden offer was God’s gift. People followed the Law of Moses as sign 
to the world of God’s powerful love. 
 
The gifts of Salvation and forgiveness are two separate things. Both are gifts of God. Both come to us 
through God’s gift of Faith. We believe; therefore God saves us. We turn to God in sin and God will 
forgive us. Both of these gifts come to us because God loves each of us. We share these two gifts with 
Judaism. Faith has come to Christians through the God of Abraham. 
 
Many of the Jewish Christians maintained their Jewish practices and worship. Gentile Christians had no 
experience of them. What united them was Jesus. Peter’s words focus on the gifts of Jesus and the 
grace and movement of the Holy Spirit. The context of these words is important to note. The Church 
gathered together. Traditionally this is the first Ecumenical Council. The word Ecumenical, today, 
means the unity of the entire Church in Christ through the power of the Holy Spirit. The word comes 
from the Greek, as many theological terms do. This reflects the actual history that Greek was the 
common language at that time. Greek was the language of commerce and trade. It means of the 
inhabited world, to inhabit and home. In the context of today’s narrative, it is a fitting word. 
 



I have stopped for a bit. The Blue Angels just made their fly-over in tribute to the First Responders. I 
heard them and didn’t see them. They flew too fast and I’m getting slow. 
 
I always have some trouble in the way the Greek text of the New Testament is translated into English in 
the lectionary we use. They use the Greek word Christ instead of the Hebrew word Messiah or the 
English words the Anointed One. They use the Greek word presbyter instead of the English word elder. 
A presbyter also means priest. A priest offers sacrifice for sins, those of others and his own. An elder is 
one who is older and wiser. An elder can also be one whose faith in action is deep and shows 
dedication. It is my opinion that elders were those in leadership who worked with the apostles. The 
word apostle can also mean missionary. The apostles guaranteed the continual growth of the Church 
through mission and the elders worked to solidify and maintain the local Churches. 
 
The story begins by acknowledging much debate. Paul and Barnabas journeyed to Jerusalem with an 
entourage. These were members of the community of Gentiles. Their presence, at this council, showed 
that the faith of Gentiles was real and their concerns valid. Along with debate, people also listened. All 
present witnessed God salvation in action. They relied on the two resources we still use: prayer and 
scripture as well. The Church worked. The Spirit guided. Here we are today.  
 
Peter spoke only to declare the consensus which was the decision of the Whole Church. Peter spoke 
infallibly with the unity and decision of the Church behind him. The Holy Spirit guided them all. The 
Church was set, more firmly, on the path to the Kingdom of God. I am sure there was dissent and 
disagreement. There always is when new practices happen. The decision they made has affected us. 
We do not practice Judaism. 
 
When Jesus said, “As the Father loves me, so I love you” what did he mean? The word “you” is 
ambiguous. Is it singular or plural? It can be either or both. In John 3:16 we hear, “God so loved the 
world that he sent his son to be our savior.” God does love all of humanity. God also loves each one of 
us. That is so important to remember. We can forget God’s unconditional, personal love. Jesus loves 
you and me. We can put our own names in that statement. The power of this insight can be 
overwhelming. None of us deserves that kind of love. That’s the whole point of the gospel. We call it 
good news for a reason. 
 
We all know the Ten Commandments or have at least heard of them. Those, we can think, are the 
commandments of which Jesus spoke. Jesus summed them up with the greatest commandment. “You 
shall love the Lord, your God, with all your heart, strength and mind. The second is like it: love your 
neighbor as your self.” The command is to love as God loves. It works this way. One cannot love God 
without loving one’s neighbor. One cannot love neighbor without loving one’s self. There is and 
element missing. How can I love myself? God first loves me! I am able to discover God in myself. I can 
find God reflected in my neighbor. I may not like my neighbor, but I can still discover God in him or her. 
Therefore I can love God in someone else and me. It all begins in God’s love for each of us. God loved 
each one of us to life, faith, love and to be heirs to eternal life.  
 
What is complete joy? Joy is different from happiness. Happiness is an emotion. Emotions come and 
go. Joy can be abiding. Joy can be found in many things. I mentioned Tuesday that I did not drive to 
Wisconsin for either my mother’s 90th birthday on Saturday or Mothers’ Day on Sunday. I feel sad for 
that. Instead I spoke on the phone. We spoke to one another. There’s joy in the fact that I love and 



remember her through 200 miles of separation. We have all committed sins. We can regret and be 
sorry. Yet, through Jesus’ dying on the cross, we know that God forgave us already. All we need to do is 
turn our hearts to God and remember Jesus’ cross. Since the COVID 19 pandemic prevents our 
celebration of the Sacrament of Reconciliation. We can have sorrow for sins. Sorrow is another 
emotion that will pass. We can still rejoice in the forgiveness Jesus gave us through his cross. 
Throughout our lives we remain in the love of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit unconditionally; they in 
us and we in them. 
 
May God keep us safe as keep social distance. We remember each other and offer the rest of humanity 
in prayer. It is all too easy to feel alone and forget that each human being faces the same, invisible 
threat. We are all in this together. 
 
May God guide those who are developing a treatment for symptoms and a vaccine for prevention. May 
God help those who are first to test them. 
 
James D. Beath 
May 14, 2020 
 


