
Fourteenth Week in Ordinary Time Monday Year II 

 

Readings for Monday the 14th Week of the Year 
 
FIRST READING: Hosea 2:16, 17c-18, 21-22 
 
A reading from the Book of the Prophet Hosea: 
 
 Thus says the LORD: I will allure her; I will lead her into the desert and speak to her heart. 
She shall respond there as in the days of her youth, when she came up from the land of Egypt. 
On that day, says the LORD, She shall call me “My husband,” and never again “My baal.” I will 
espouse you to me forever: I will espouse you in right and in justice, in love and in mercy; I will 
espouse you in fidelity, and you shall know the LORD. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
 
RESPONSORIAL: Psalm 145:2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9 
The Lord is gracious and merciful. 
 
Every day will I bless you, and I will praise your name forever and ever. Great is the LORD and 
highly to be praised; his greatness is unsearchable. 
The Lord is gracious and merciful. 
 
Generation after generation praises your works and proclaims your might. They speak of the 
splendor of your glorious majesty and tell of your wondrous works.  
The Lord is gracious and merciful. 
 
They discourse of the power of your terrible deeds and declare your greatness. They publish the 
fame of your abundant goodness and joyfully sing of your justice.  
The Lord is gracious and merciful. 
 
The LORD is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and of great kindness. The LORD is good to all 
and compassionate toward all his works. 
The Lord is gracious and merciful. 
 
Gospel: 
 
+ A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 9:18-26 
 
 While Jesus was speaking, an official came forward, knelt down before him, and said, “My 
daughter has just died. But come, lay your hand on her, and she will live.” Jesus rose and 
followed him, and so did his disciples. A woman suffering hemorrhages for twelve years came 
up behind him and touched the tassel on his cloak. She said to herself, “If only I can touch his 
cloak, I shall be cured.” Jesus turned around and saw her, and said, “Courage, daughter! Your 
faith has saved you.” And from that hour the woman was cured. When Jesus arrived at the 
official’s house and saw the flute players and the crowd who were making a commotion, he 
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said, “Go away! The girl is not dead but sleeping.” And they ridiculed him. When the crowd was 
put out, he came and took her by the hand, and the little girl arose. And news of this spread 
throughout all that land. 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
 
Reflection for Monday the 14th Week of the Year 
 
 
This morning we encounter the prophet Hosea for the first time. Hosea was a contemporary of 
Amos. We have no idea if they ever met. Hosea came from Israel, the northern kingdom. His 
times were turbulent politically, socially and religiously. Invasion by Assyria was a real threat. 
Hosea had a turbulent home life. His wife was unfaithful. He questioned if the children he was 
raising were actually his. He separated from his wife and children for a while. During the 
separation, his anger and sense of betrayal began to be replaced by mercy and love. He missed 
them and they were all reunited as a family. He was husband and father to them and they were 
wife and children to him. 
 
Hosea used this experience of his domestic life to symbolize God’s relationship with Israel. The 
covenant of his marriage mirrored the covenant between God and God’s people. Love and 
mercy were divine characteristics too. The images of God with God’s people take place in the 
desert. The desert was the context of the Exodus from Egypt, covenant, and the Law of Moses. 
The reconciliation of God and Israel would be in the form of a lover wooing the beloved. This is 
a truly intimate and personal experience. It could only serve to deepen the relationship 
between God and Israel. 
 
However, the Assyrians did destroy Israel and carry the people into captivity and Diaspora. This 
was the context of the encounter in the desert with God. The destruction, death and grief 
became the means of God’s reconciliation with God’s people. This, at first, seems to be absurd. 
The original experience of the formation of the covenant was no walk in the park. The people of 
Israel wandered, lost in the desert for forty years. The entry into the Promised Land was a 
series of bloody battles with the peoples who already lived there. The process of establishing 
the covenant was painful. The process of salvation for us was also painful. Jesus suffered and 
died on the cross. The early Church suffered persecution. The new covenant was sealed with 
Jesus’ blood and the blood of many martyrs. 
 
I have been going on retreats since high school. Except for a few that happened in place, for the 
most part I have always travelled to a retreat house or center to leave my normal environment 
to become immersed in the retreat. Up until my mid-thirties, I always went to a preached 
retreat with times for socialization. From then on I began to go to silent, directed retreats. The 
first of these were called, “The Desert Experience.” During these last months of social distance, 
I have spent a great deal of time alone and silent. There have been moments when the distance 
between those I love and I have seemed insurmountable. There have been other time, when on 
the phone with them or conversing through email they have seemed very close. The nature of 
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these reflections, I have been writing, is also a way of staying close to others. As I compose 
these reflections, it is like letter writing. The last time I wrote letters to anyone was in 1993 
while I was on sabbatical for three months in Ireland. Time alone can be lonely, but also an 
experience of solitude. I can be alone with God. Prayer time can be powerful. 
 
This has given me a better sense of what Hosea meant with the intimate images of his life 
applied to God’s relationship with God’s people. The turmoil of pandemic and prejudice has 
been a means of strengthening the sense of intimacy with God and the need for relationships 
with others. The path has not been easy and seems to have an indefinite end. We can discover 
our limits and our need for God’s gifts, God’s presence, one another and hope. 
 
The gospel has two extraordinary events, two powerful miracles. Two people seek out Jesus in 
their desperate need. A father has lost his daughter to death and a woman is hemorrhaging to 
death. The woman touches the tassel of Jesus’ cloak. Jesus turns to acknowledge her faith. She 
is cured. At the home of the official, the mourning of his daughter is in full swing. Jesus sent the 
mourners away. He restores the daughter to life. Jesus performed these miracles for the 
woman and the father. Can he do the same for us? Can Jesus end a pandemic and finally 
change people’s hearts so we can all get along? 
 
I will return to Hosea and the encounter with his family, to the establishment of the covenant 
and to the cross. None of these experiences were pleasant, easy or without a lot of work. In a 
relationship, how does reconciliation work? Hosea and his wife could have forgiven each other 
as they were separated. They were not able to reconcile until they met face to face and say the 
words to each other, “I’m sorry” and “I forgive you.” The people of Israel began to discover the 
presence of God not just in good times and in tough times but also in the times between the 
two. Through the death of Jesus on the cross, we discover the living God. Jesus died in our 
places for the forgiveness of our sins. Jesus rose from the dead so that we may rise to new life. 
As we live in God; God lives in us. 
 
Yes, God could work a miracle. However, the stories in scripture, the lives we lead and the 
decisions we make are the ways that God works. We are participants in living life, in dealing 
with events and the people we meet. Do I want an easy way out? Do I seek a quieter path 
through the drama? In someway I do. Then the challenge of living would be lessened. My free 
will would be diminished. I maintain that the greatest miracle is in knowing God when we need 
God the most. Each of us needs God the most when we sin. It is in reconciliation with God that 
can lead to the greatest intimacy with God. 
 
As we begin to gather as a community for the Eucharist, we show our responsibility to one 
another all the more. As we wear our face masks, keep social distance and wash our hands we 
live our Christian faith to keep one another safe. 
 
James D. Beath 
July 6 2020 


