
Readings for Tuesday of the 14th Week of the Year  
 
FIRST READING: Hosea 8:4-7, 11-13 
 
A reading from the Book of the Prophet Hosea: 
 
 Thus says the LORD: They made kings in Israel, but not by my authority; they established 
princes, but without my approval. With their silver and gold they made idols for themselves, to 
their own destruction. Cast away your calf, O Samaria! my wrath is kindled against them; How 
long will they be unable to attain innocence in Israel? The work of an artisan, no god at all, 
Destined for the flames— such is the calf of Samaria! When they sow the wind,  they shall reap 
the whirlwind; The stalk of grain that forms no ear can yield no flour; Even if it could, strangers 
would swallow it. When Ephraim made many altars to expiate sin, his altars became occasions 
of sin. Though I write for him my many ordinances, they are considered as a stranger’s. Though 
they offer sacrifice, immolate flesh and eat it, the LORD is not pleased with them. He shall still 
remember their guilt and punish their sins;  they shall return to Egypt. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
 
RESPONSORIAL: Psalm 115:3-4, 5-6, 7ab-8, 9-10 
The house of Israel trusts in the Lord. 
 
Our God is in heaven; whatever he wills, he does. Their idols are silver and gold, the handiwork 
of men. 
The house of Israel trusts in the Lord. 
 
They have mouths but speak not; they have eyes but see not; They have ears but hear not; they 
have noses but smell not. 
The house of Israel trusts in the Lord. 
 
They have hands but feel not; they have feet but walk not. Their makers shall be like them, 
everyone that trusts in them. 
The house of Israel trusts in the Lord. 
 
Gospel: Matthew 9:32-38 
 
+ A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew: 
 
 A demoniac who could not speak was brought to Jesus, and when the demon was driven 
out the mute man spoke. The crowds were amazed and said, “Nothing like this has ever been 
seen in Israel.” But the Pharisees said, “He drives out demons by the prince of demons.” Jesus 
went around to all the towns and villages, teaching in their synagogues, proclaiming the Gospel 
of the Kingdom, and curing every disease and illness. At the sight of the crowds, his heart was 
moved with pity for them because they were troubled and abandoned, like sheep without a 
shepherd. Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is abundant but the laborers are few; so 
ask the master of the harvest to send out laborers for his harvest.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 



Reflection for Tuesday of the 14th Week of the Year 
 
Hosea’s message is redemptive. Is it Hosea who brings redemption? No, redemption can only 
come from God. It is easy to forget that truth. Hosea, the prophet, was a preacher. His words 
revealed the Word of God. His words were not God’s actual words. God’s Word worked 
through Hosea’s words. Hosea’s words did not prevent the whirlwind of the Assyrians from 
invading, defeating and capturing God’s people. To heed Hosea’s words may have been what 
God wanted to happen, but so was the Diaspora. God’s will can be difficult to discern. In 
retrospect it is easier as we look back. Can anything occur outside of God’s will? There may be 
no free lunch in the short term. All of creation is God’s free and loving gift and is, perhaps God’s 
ultimate free lunch. We have life by God’s will. 
 
It is also difficult to see God’s gifts for what they are. Sometimes we don’t like them. Sometimes 
God’s gifts seem more like curses. Pandemics, social unrest, political polarization and human 
bigotry do not seem like gifts. They seem like curses, the effects of the sin of Adam. I was 
taught in grammar school by some members of the School Sisters of Saint Frances. They had 
the reputation of being the lady Jesuits. They would call water fountains or water coolers 
bubblers. They also defined stupidity as willful ignorance. Ignorance is being without 
knowledge. Having knowledge and choosing to ignore what we know or refusing to accept 
knowledge seems to accompany the human race throughout history. We, the human race, 
made in the image and likeness of God, yet flawed and limited, are part of God’s gift of 
creation. We are who we are. We have knowledge of God. Can we forget God, whom we know? 
 
In the midst of what seems to be curse, not gift, we can glimpse the possibility of God’s intent. I 
can be astounded by the generosity, self sacrifice, patience and compassion of what people can 
show. As all these catastrophic events take place, life goes on. We can put one foot in front of 
another, both literally and figuratively, by God’s grace. It is easy to forget that we live by God’s 
grace for we seem to do all the work. There is a fine line between knowing that we live by God’s 
grace and idolatry. When we do what is good or perform well is it us or God? Idolatry is when 
we choose the former. When we assume that it all depends on me, that is when we can fall into 
the trap of idolatry. 
 
The passage from Hosea mentions the golden calf as an idol and offering sacrifices idolatrous 
actions. How does that play out in life? When we approach God with all our good deeds and all 
our prayers, what is our intent? Do we want to show God how good we are? Do we want God 
to know that we are truly worthy of his grace to get what we want from him? If so, that is 
precisely what Hosea meant by invoking the symbol of the golden calf. If we take the sacrifices 
we make before God as offerings for our sins and do not seek the grace to change, perhaps we 
offer them to ourselves alone. Only God is good. Our goodness always happens through God’s 
grace. Only in God’s grace can our behavior change for the better. 
 
Having said this, sin can also be God’s gift. It can be the means for God to enter our lives. Many 
of the pivotal experiences that have brought about the greatest changes in our lives have been 
difficult and painful. Look at how each of us is born. Granted the pain and difficulty happens to 
our mothers and not us. How many people’s lives are lived for the better having given up 
smoking? The process of kicking an addiction may be on going and often fraught with the 
temptation to back-slide, but living life anew comes from the pain. Learning to play piano takes 
practice and discipline that can lead to a lifetime of delight. People say no pain; no gain for a 



reason. It’s true. For some, practicing the piano can reveal a God given talent, for others they 
have learned a God given skill. Not everyone can be an Art Tatum or a Daniel Barenboim. We 
can forget that all we have, everyone we know and all we know and can do are God’s gifts to 
us. 
 
There was a Jesuit priest from India, Anthony De Mello. He was a teacher, spiritual director, 
psychotherapist and writer. He died in 1987. I discovered him while on retreat at a Jesuit 
retreat house in a small book, “Hearts on Fire; Praying with Jesuits.” Each guest room had a 
copy of the book in it. There was one quote from him that caught me and has stayed with me 
for nearly thirty years. “Repentance reaches fullness when you are brought to gratitude for 
your sins.” At first reading it made little sense. At other readings it was crystal clear. Most of the 
time, I find it enigmatic. I have had to live with myself for many years. I know most of my 
strengths, weaknesses, talents and so on. I know where my skeletons are buried. That prayer 
has helped me to accept and then embraced my faults and flaws as part of the gift of who I am. 
Granted I like to present a persona of talent and intelligence to the world. Without my 
weaknesses and faults I would not be me. God loves me from all eternity and unconditionally 
despite my faults and sins. Because of my sins, and yours, God sent Jesus because God is love.  
 
What does this have to do with idolatry? We can find God’s presence as the source of our 
goodness and wellness. We can find God as the source of healing and forgiveness for our faults 
and sin. We can find God in our need for God. When do we need God the most? We need God 
most when we sin. Do you know what? God is there. The thought of God, the feeling of God’s 
presence or absence, the knowledge that God is the source of every personal triumph and a job 
well done, is where we can also know God in every pain, failure and bad deed.  
 
It may be difficult to accept, but God’s gift to us has also been this pandemic, time of social 
division and experience of systemic bigotry. For in them, laid out before us, is the vision of who 
we can become as believers, the difference our faith can make in our lives, the witness to faith 
we can make in the world as we meet the challenge of God’s will and Word in the midst of 
these troubles. 
 
Jesus told us, through today’s gospel, “The harvest is abundant but the laborers are few; so ask 
the master of the harvest to send out laborers for his harvest.” From where will the laborers 
com? Perhaps the laborers are already here. We, the faithful, are the ones who hear this 
message. We are the one’s God has sent. The challenge, the mission and the grace to meet 
them is ours. The Word of God, having entered our hearts and enkindled our faith, has changed 
us. We may not be able to change the world or other people, but God has changed us. Our 
witness to that change will show as we live. God works through us. 
 
God keep you safe. Become the person God intended you to be. 
 
James D. Beath 
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