
Readings for the 24th Thursday of the Year 
 
FIRST READING: 1 Timothy 4:12-16 
 
A reading from the first Letter of Saint Paul to Timothy: 
 
Beloved: Let no one have contempt for your youth, but set an example for those who believe, 
in speech, conduct, love, faith, and purity. Until I arrive, attend to the reading, exhortation, and 
teaching. Do not neglect the gift you have, which was conferred on you through the prophetic 
word with the imposition of hands by the presbyterate. Be diligent in these matters, be 
absorbed in them, so that your progress may be evident to everyone. Attend to yourself and to 
your teaching; persevere in both tasks, for by doing so you will save both yourself and those 
who listen to you. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
 
RESPONSORIAL: Psalm 111:7-8, 9, 10 
How great are the works of the Lord! 
 
The works of his hands are faithful and just; sure are all his precepts, Reliable forever and ever, 
wrought in truth and equity. 
How great are the works of the Lord! 
 
He has sent deliverance to his people; he has ratified his covenant forever; holy and awesome is 
his name. 
How great are the works of the Lord! 
 
The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom; prudent are all who live by it. His praise 
endures forever. 
How great are the works of the Lord! 
 
Gospel: Luke 7:36-50 
 
+ A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke: 
 
A certain Pharisee invited Jesus to dine with him, and he entered the Pharisee’s house and 
reclined at table. Now there was a sinful woman in the city who learned that he was at table in 
the house of the Pharisee. Bringing an alabaster flask of ointment, she stood behind him at his 
feet weeping and began to bathe his feet with her tears. Then she wiped them with her hair, 
kissed them, and anointed them with the ointment. When the Pharisee who had invited him 
saw this he said to himself, “If this man were a prophet, he would know who and what sort of 
woman this is who is touching him, that she is a sinner.” Jesus said to him in reply, “Simon, I 
have something to say to you.” “Tell me, teacher,” he said. “Two people were in debt to a 
certain creditor; one owed five hundred days’ wages and the other owed fifty. Since they were 
unable to repay the debt, he forgave it for both. Which of them will love him more?” Simon said 
in reply, “The one, I suppose, whose larger debt was forgiven.” He said to him, “You have 
judged rightly.” Then he turned to the woman and said to Simon, “Do you see this woman? 
When I entered your house, you did not give me water for my feet, but she has bathed them 



with her tears and wiped them with her hair. You did not give me a kiss, but she has not ceased 
kissing my feet since the time I entered. You did not anoint my head with oil, but she anointed 
my feet with ointment. So I tell you, her many sins have been forgiven; hence, she has shown 
great love. But the one to whom little is forgiven, loves little.” He said to her, “Your sins are 
forgiven.” The others at table said to themselves, “Who is this who even forgives sins?” But he 
said to the woman, “Your faith has saved you; go in peace.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
 
Reflection for the 24th Thursday of the Year 
 
There is a difference between a disciple and an apostle. A disciple is a student, a follower and a 
person in formation who has a wise, holy and learned leader and teacher. Paul was very fond of 
Timothy who had been one of Paul’s disciples. When his education and formation led Timothy 
to be ready, as determined by Paul, his teacher, he was sent out on mission and became an 
apostle. An apostle is one who is sent out with a mission, message and for service (i.e. ministry). 
In this passage, we have heard, or read, how Timothy was sent out. The Elders of the 
community laid hands on him thus conferring on him the gospel and mission. At that moment, 
Timothy became an Elder. The text used the Greek word, Presbyter. This is the word that, in 
English, has become priest. 
 
Twenty years ago, I was sent to St. Dorothy Church on the southeast side of Chicago. It was an 
African American community. The music director had a ritual question she would ask the 
congregation before she announced the opening song. “Elders, May we begin our worship?” 
This is a common question in some African American Churches. Elders, here, mean the older, 
long-time members who can have great status within the community. She got upset, a few 
times because I always answered, “yes,” with them. I explained that the Greek word for priest, 
presbyter, means elder. As a priest, and a member of the community, she also asked me. This is 
the situation that Timothy discovered as he ministered within his assigned Church. Paul had 
advised him that “eldership” was conferred upon him when his fellow elders accepted him as a 
peer and sent him on mission. 
 
Timothy had authority. Its purpose was not to control others or direct their behavior. Paul 
reminded him that he had the responsibility to live his life in Christ by word, action and 
example. Paul was saying to his former disciple now fellow elder and apostle to “do as I do.” 
Paul had modeled for Timothy the kind of service he was to give as an elder of the community. 
In doing that, God would work through him as a sign of his faith. It is faith in God and Jesus that 
saves us and prompts us to give witness. God worked through Timothy and God worked 
through the community. The gift of salvation flowed through the entire community and 
enriched their lives and the life of the Church. 
 
This is still the dynamic of the Holy Spirit within the Church. This is a glimpse into the life and 
operation of this early apostle and the community to which he was sent, and parallels our own 
community, here at Divine Savior. Sometimes one may despair that human nature is still sinful, 
but when we witness the Holy Spirit’s gifts, we share hope as we trust in the magnificent 
outpouring of love, that is the power of God. 
 



I always wonder what actually went through Jesus’ host’s mind at this event. This event was a 
scandal. Jesus, as a rabbi, would be rendered impure having been touched by a sinful woman, 
let alone to have such a sensuous foot massage. This was a public event in the Pharisee’s 
private home. Jesus allowed it to happen as well. Any self respecting Rabbi of the time would 
never let the woman get near him. Jesus let her perfume his feet and let her hair caress them. 
This sensuousness verges on the erotic, dare I say. What ever went through Simon’s mind? 
What goes through ours? 
 
The effects on Jesus are important to note. Whereas Simon’s thoughts may have been 
judgmental; first of the woman and her reputation and then of Jesus, Jesus saw her actions as a 
sign of her repentance and her desire to seek forgiveness. What was their difference in 
attitude? There was nothing about Jesus that showed his nature as God, Messiah and Savior. 
Simon the Pharisee saw a preacher, wonderworker and holyman. Jesus had no halo that 
demarked divinity. This is a pre-Passion, pre-Easter and pre-Pentecost world. Jesus had not yet 
died, rose and returned to his father. That would happen later in Luke’s gospel. 
 
We also have no idea if Simon was a believer or disciple. Perhaps his invitation was out of 
politeness or curiosity. Jesus was a public figure and popular celebrity. He preached, taught, 
healed others and worked wonders throughout the land. We have no idea of the Pharisee’s 
inner life. The story is about the inner life of the woman who was a notorious sinner. She 
turned to Jesus and ministered to him. Jesus taught Simon but he forgave the woman. The 
impact upon Jesus’ host is not an issue. What is this gospel’s impact upon us as we read it? 
 
We read this story from a completely different perspective. All those things have happened. We 
live; having been saved by Jesus’ cross and resurrection. We believe through the gift of faith, 
revealed to us by the Holy Spirit. We have received forgiveness for our sins as well. We know 
what Jesus has offered. There is a bit of culture that Jesus revealed in his story. Forgiving a 
greater debt was due greater gratitude. If I owe somebody ten bucks and have none, and no 
way at all to cover the debt, it matters not if I owed much more, the outcome is the same. I 
have no money to repay my creditor. How great could my gratitude be? 
 
My maternal grandfather’s parents moved to the United States from the Austrian Tyrol in about 
1904, when he was about two years old. In order to “get in” to the country, they had to have a 
sponsor. They had neither family nor friends in the States. No one here knew them from Adam, 
yet, since I was born, they must have. They solicited and paid for a family to sponsor them, a bit 
of a bribe if you will. Most of us have roots like this. For the rest of their lives, my great-
grandparents gave them a gift at Christmas and their wedding anniversary. My mother and her 
siblings called them “aunt” and “uncle” even though they were not related. This is the type of 
gratitude that Jesus described. One that lasts a life-time. 
 
We can take God’s mercy and compassion for granted. God is love and sometimes love is just a 
four letter word. Each time we gather together for mass, we celebrate God’s love; 
remembering Jesus’ death and resurrection. God loved us so much that he willingly died for our 
sakes. All we need is faith in God and Jesus. God’s love leads us through this life, to eternal life 
and to life in the Kingdom of God. To celebrate means that we remember as if these events 
happen now and not happened just in the past. We show our gratitude to God for Eucharist 
means thanksgiving. 
 



May our gratitude for God’s gifts continue to grow. 
 
James D. Beath 
September 16, 2021 
 
 


