
 

 

Readings for Thursday the 30th Week of the Year 
 
FIRST READING: Ephesians 6:10-20 
 
A reading from the Letter of Saint Paul to the Ephesians: 
 
 Brothers and sisters: Draw your strength from the Lord and from his mighty power. Put on the 
armor of God so that you may be able to stand firm against the tactics of the Devil. For our struggle is 
not with flesh and blood but with the principalities, with the powers, with the world rulers of this 
present darkness, with the evil spirits in the heavens. Therefore, put on the armor of God, that you may 
be able to resist on the evil day and, having done everything, to hold your ground. So stand fast with 
your loins girded in truth, clothed with righteousness as a breastplate, and your feet shod in readiness 
for the Gospel of peace. In all circumstances, hold faith as a shield, to quench all the flaming arrows of 
the Evil One. And take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. 
With all prayer and supplication, pray at every opportunity in the Spirit. To that end, be watchful with all 
perseverance and supplication for all the holy ones and also for me, that speech may be given me to 
open my mouth, to make known with boldness the mystery of the Gospel for which I am an ambassador 
in chains, so that I may have the courage to speak as I must.  
The word of the Lord. 
 
RESPONSORIAL: Psalm 144:1b, 2, 9-10 
Blessed be the Lord, my Rock! 
 
Blessed be the LORD, my rock, who trains my hands for battle, my fingers for war. 
Blessed be the Lord, my Rock! 
 
My mercy and my fortress, my stronghold, my deliverer, My shield, in whom I trust, who subdues my 
people under me. 
Blessed be the Lord, my Rock! 
 
O God, I will sing a new song to you; with a ten-stringed lyre I will chant your praise, You who give 
victory to kings, and deliver David, your servant from the evil sword. 
Blessed be the Lord, my Rock! 
 
Gospel: Luke 13:31-35 
 
+ A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke: 
 
 Some Pharisees came to Jesus and said, “Go away, leave this area because Herod wants to kill you.” 
He replied, “Go and tell that fox, ‘Behold, I cast out demons and I perform healings today and tomorrow, 
and on the third day I accomplish my purpose. Yet I must continue on my way today, tomorrow, and the 
following day, for it is impossible that a prophet should die outside of Jerusalem.’ “Jerusalem, Jerusalem, 
you who kill the prophets and stone those sent to you, how many times I yearned to gather your 
children together as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, but you were unwilling! Behold, your 
house will be abandoned. But I tell you, you will not see me until the time comes when you say, Blessed 
is he who comes in the name of the Lord.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
 



 

 

Reflection for Thursday the 30th Week of the Year 
 
I remember the old Flip Wilson show. He dressed up in drag as Geraldine. She would do and say 
outrageous things and then add, “The devil made me do it!” That always struck me as a cop-out. 
Geraldine was never able to take responsibility for bad speech and actions. If the devil is responsible for 
all temptation, impulse and evil, can any of us really sin? Temptations come from within me not from 
without me. I see something, think of something and desire something. I am the source of these things, 
not anyone else. The devil does not experience these things; I do. I choose to act upon my desires and 
sin; no one else is responsible for my actions. Paul saw evil as an entity out there. The greatest evil 
comes from what is in me. Granted, COVID 19 is an evil. It has infected and affected millions. Over a 
million people have died, world-wide, from it. People have been pushed into poverty because of it. 
Everyone who has to deal with the public is susceptible to become infected. It is spread, however, by 
people interacting with each other. The virus has one biological purpose. It seeks to survive. 
Unfortunately it survives very well in us. 
 
We have the same biological purpose. The evil comes due to the intersection of the shared purpose. I 
cannot change or reverse the way viruses interact with living tissue, but I can help to slow down its 
spread. I can limit my interaction with others by staying home. I can wash my hands often. I can wear a 
mask whenever I have to deal with people. I can practice safe, social distancing. I cannot change the 
nature of a virus but I can change my behavior. Through those simple actions I can do good and not evil 
in the face of COVID 19. 
 
Faith is not a shield that wards off evil. Bad things happen to good people. Faithful people are always 
touched by evil. Faith in God doesn’t stop anyone from sinning. Faithful people still commit sins. I am 
and will remain a sinner despite my faith in God and in Jesus. Faithful people turn to God for 
forgiveness. We all seek forgiveness from God. Jesus died for our sins to save us. Jesus rose from the 
dead to give us the gift of eternal life. God is eternal. God is love. God’s love is unconditional. Faith in 
Jesus is the gift that heals the evil that comes from within us. 
 
Paul drew his strength from God. How can some one do that? Paul endured a great deal of hardship. He 
had to support himself as a tentmaker. He was shipwrecked, jailed, beaten and eventually killed for faith 
in Jesus. Paul’s travels were grueling. Even though he traveled in an entourage or caravan, travel in his 
day took days, weeks or months. How did he do it? Was if by Paul’s force of will? What are the trials we 
face? How to we face them? Raising a family, living within a family and having to support our selves are 
trials. Are these trials or tasks? We live life one day at a time. When we need help to cope or do the 
tasks we face, we ask for help, hopefully. We can ask others and we can ask God. 
 
Real people can do real things for us. There help can be physical. It can also be more. We have the 
knowledge that others care. They are significant to us and we to them. We are part of each other’s lives. 
So is God. Right now I’m attempting to compose and type a reflection on today’s readings. If I rely only 
on my insights and creativity, I may author a reasonably interesting piece of creative writing. That’s not 
my purpose. This is a reflection, a written form of what I would give as a homily to preach God’s Word. I 
need help to do this. 
 
There are several things I need to prepare to do this. I have to read the readings. I have to pray about 
what I’ve read. I have to want to find meaning in the words I’ve read. I have to ask what the passages 
mean to me. What is God trying to tell me? How is God asking me to change? Do these words have any 
significance in witnessing to Christ? These questions can help my prayer. The prayer can help to form my 
thoughts into words. I don’t have to stop there. I have some good commentaries that others have 



 

 

written on scripture. They help when I get stuck. I do get stuck too. I’ve been blest to know some good 
guides to call too for hints. 
 
I listen to the radio as I work much of the day. On it I hear the news. Always there is trouble. Pandemic, 
partisanship, prejudice and problems abound in the world. All of the world’s evil is played over the 
speakers of my radio. About them I can do little. Here’s what I can do. I can, and did, vote. I can do my 
best to treat others well with respect and compassion. Granted I don’t see too many people these days. 
I can take precautions to slow the spread of COVID 19. I can keep in touch with others via email, text or 
phone call. It may not be much but together with others? Sitting alone and typing, I have hope. I hope to 
finish this reflection. Tomorrow is my day off. The closing paragraph of this paper I will read in place of a 
full homily at mass on Thursday. These are simple things. Hope is one of the gifts God gives us. I am alive 
and have faith. I am human and fallible. God can work through my foibles. I enjoy socializing with people 
and miss it. I have been savoring my solitude. I have discovered the presence of God within me.  
 
Today’s gospel gave a big surprise. The Pharisees act on Jesus’ behalf; they warn him of Herod’s 
treachery. However, they didn’t understand that Jesus had begun his journey to Jerusalem to fulfill his 
mission. Jesus, both fully human and fully God, became one like us to die on the cross in fulfillment of 
God’s plan for our salvation. Jesus gave the tender lament in response to hearing the threat. We will see 
him too. We believe that Jesus came in the name of the Lord. Jesus is Lord. 
 
I go back to ask, how Paul could rely on the strength of God? In the gospel, how did Jesus continue on 
his journey to Jerusalem where he would suffer and die? Perhaps they did as I have described above in 
my meanderings. Ask others and ask God. Paul described it well, all is a gift and all is a grace. They saw 
the presence of God within themselves, others, events and reflection. Grace and gifts may feel good or 
bad, but if seen through our eyes of faith, what can we see? We can see God. Jesus had an advantage 
none of us have. He’s also God. He also promised he’d never leave us alone. Through Jesus and his word, 
we can glimpse God’s glory. 
 
As the numbers of infections, hospitalizations, and death mount, do what you can to slow COVID’s 
spread. It will help to keep us safe and healthy. 
 
James D. Beath 
October 29, 2020 


