
Readings for Sunday the 27th Week of the Year 
 
FIRST READING: Isaiah 5:1-7 
 
A reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah: 
 
 Let me now sing of my friend, my friend's song concerning his vineyard. My friend had a 
vineyard on a fertile hillside; he spaded it, cleared it of stones, and planted the choicest vines; 
within it he built a watchtower, and hewed out a wine press. Then he looked for the crop of 
grapes, but what it yielded was wild grapes. Now, inhabitants of Jerusalem and people of Judah, 
judge between me and my vineyard: What more was there to do for my vineyard that I had not 
done? Why, when I looked for the crop of grapes, did it bring forth wild grapes? Now, I will let 
you know what I mean to do with my vineyard: take away its hedge, give it to grazing, break 
through its wall, let it be trampled! Yes, I will make it a ruin: it shall not be pruned or hoed, but 
overgrown with thorns and briers; I will command the clouds not to send rain upon it. The 
vineyard of the LORD of hosts is the house of Israel, and the people of Judah are his cherished 
plant; he looked for judgment, but see, bloodshed! for justice, but hark, the outcry! 
 
The word of the Lord. 
 
RESPONSORIAL: Psalm 80:9, 12, 13-14, 15-16, 19-20 
The vineyard of the Lord is the house of Israel. 
 
A vine from Egypt you transplanted; you drove away the nations and planted it. It put forth its 
foliage to the Sea, its shoots as far as the River. 
The vineyard of the Lord is the house of Israel. 
 
Why have you broken down its walls, so that every passer-by plucks its fruit, The boar from the 
forest lays it waste, and the beasts of the field feed upon it? 
The vineyard of the Lord is the house of Israel. 
 
Once again, O LORD of hosts, look down from heaven, and see; take care of this vine, and 
protect what your right hand has planted the son of man whom you yourself made strong. 
The vineyard of the Lord is the house of Israel. 
 
Then we will no more withdraw from you; give us new life, and we will call upon your name. O 
LORD, God of hosts, restore us; if your face shine upon us, then we shall be saved. 
The vineyard of the Lord is the house of Israel. 
 
SECOND READING: Philippians 4:6-9 
 
A reading from the Letter of Saint Paul to the Philippians: 
 
 Brothers and sisters: Have no anxiety at all, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with 
thanksgiving, make your requests known to God. Then the peace of God that surpasses all 
understanding will guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. Finally, brothers and sisters, 
whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, 



whatever is gracious, if there is any excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise, think 
about these things. Keep on doing what you have learned and received and heard and seen in 
me. Then the God of peace will be with you. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
 
GOSPEL: Matthew 21:33-43 
 
+ A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew: 
 
 Jesus said to the chief priests and the elders of the people: "Hear another parable. There 
was a landowner who planted a vineyard, put a hedge around it, dug a wine press in it, and 
built a tower. Then he leased it to tenants and went on a journey. When vintage time drew 
near, he sent his servants to the tenants to obtain his produce. But the tenants seized the 
servants and one they beat, another they killed, and a third they stoned. Again he sent other 
servants, more numerous than the first ones, but they treated them in the same way. Finally, 
he sent his son to them, thinking, 'They will respect my son.' But when the tenants saw the son, 
they said to one another, 'This is the heir. Come, let us kill him and acquire his inheritance. They 
seized him, threw him out of the vineyard, and killed him. What will the owner of the vineyard 
do to those tenants when he comes?" They answered him, "He will put those wretched men to 
a wretched death and lease his vineyard to other tenants who will give him the produce at the 
proper times." Jesus said to them, "Did you never read in the Scriptures: The stone that the 
builders rejected has become the cornerstone; by the Lord has this been done, and it is 
wonderful in our eyes? Therefore, I say to you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you 
and given to a people that will produce its fruit." 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
 
Reflection for Sunday the 27th Week of the Year 
 
The story in Isaiah speaks of the ruin and neglect of someone’s vineyard. What is the well cared 
for vineyard? What are the wild, sour grapes? Who is the vintner? The vineyard is the land of 
Israel. The sour grapes are the people of Israel. The vintner is God. Isaiah predicted the 
destruction of Israel by the Assyrians and the destruction of Judah by the Babylonians. The 
people were carried off into Diaspora. The enemy armies that carried out the mayhem and 
death paled in comparison to the command of God. Despite the ruin, death and pain this 
reading predicts, is there mercy, compassion and hope? 
 
Did God abandon the children of Israel? Did God’s people no longer know God’s presence? God 
went with them into Diaspora. The people took God with them into the pagan world. Worship 
of God continued without the temple in Jerusalem. God’s mercy showed through the people’s 
pain. Jewish faith in God continues to this day. Today, Judaism is one of the world’s great 
religions practiced by millions all over the world. Sour grapes will still produce wine. God 
remains faithful even when people sin. 
 
The gospel parable tells a tale of seeming stupidity. I watched a lot of cowboy and cop shows as 
a kid. I remember watching as one of the program’s protagonists would do something really 



stupid and put them in peril. Sometimes I would talk to the television set and plead for them 
not to do it. This parable would come up each year, when I was a kid too. As the tale told itself, I 
would be tempted to call out in the same way. It was church and I kept my mouth shut. “Send 
your son; no, they’ll kill him!” On TV, the stupidity was necessary for the hero to enter and save 
the day. The same is true of the gospel. The Son saves sinners. Only, Jesus had to die first. 
 
Jesus asked a question, “What will the owner do?” The hearers answered, “He will put the 
wretches to a wretched death and find new agreeable tenants.” Then Jesus spoke of a rejected 
stone that became the cornerstone. Did God kill anyone? The stone was Jesus himself. Jesus 
had to die to save us. He was the sacrifice for our sins. Jesus was the one rejected. Jesus rose to 
new life. Good Friday was the path to Easter. Death leads to new life. There’s more to the first 
reading and gospel than we first hear. The Jewish faith still thrives. We are members of the 
Christian Church. We can turn to God for forgiveness and reconciliation. Most importantly, with 
the rising of Jesus from death, death leads to new life. 
 
Faith in God does not avert mayhem, suffering and death. Invoking the name of God does not 
ward off trouble. Through faith we can know God’s presence as we suffer. Through faith we can 
seek meaning in what seems to be meaningless. Paul seems to give naïve advice. In the face of 
our lives, have no anxiety at all. In the midst of a contentious election, massive unemployment, 
bigotry, civil unrest and a global pandemic, his advice is not just naïve, it is impossible. It’s as if 
he’s saying, “Don’t worry; be happy.” 
 
Paul was a man who experienced a drastic upheaval in his life. He started as one who 
persecuted the believers in Jesus and became the Church’s greatest preacher. He traveled all 
over the Mediterranean lands. He experienced shipwrecks, imprisonment and attempts on his 
life. He was someone who knew hardship and suffering. I don’t think he was naïve about life 
and his relationship with God. His advice came out of his life’s journey. The relationship he had 
with God had deep roots through prayer. 
 
As I read his words, I knew he was on target. Turn to God, he told us. What happens when we 
turn to God in times of trouble? What happens when we turn to other people in troubled 
times? We strengthen the bonds between us. We know that we are not alone. In turning to 
others we turn away from troubles, at least for a while. In those respites we can glimpse God. 
Paul spoke these words out of the depths of his experience. I heard his words out of my own. 
What we expect or anticipate may not overwhelm us. Out of the Assyrian and Babylonian 
captivities, Judaism thrives. From the death of the Son of God sprang the risen Christ and us. 
 
What happens when we pray? We stop to pray. We take a time out to pray. We spend a while 
seeking God’s presence. Our desire to pray is God seeking us out. Our desire is God’s gift. This is 
a powerful movement in human life. Here is an example. Several times, as I have been 
composing and typing this reflection, I have typed to a blank space. I had to stop, process my 
train of thought and change direction. I have always reveled in word-processing. In the days 
before computers, all I had was a note pad or a typewriter. Granted with a note pad, I could 
simply cross out unacceptable jottings or start a new page. I always liked corrasable bond 
typewriter paper. I make a lot of mistakes as I type. With a word-processor, all I have to do is 
delete and restart. Sometimes I set aside the work to do something else. A pause can refresh. A 



time out can help clarify my train of thought. A distraction can lead to inspiration. Sometimes 
this is how prayer works. 
 
There is also another way we pray. How often does the thought of God serendipitously pop into 
our heads? When that happens, God initiates those thoughts. God thinks about us. Sometimes 
we remember the people in our lives, perhaps those we haven’t seen in a while. Those too are 
moments of profound prayer. Prayer is so much more than memorized words. Prayer, as 
initiated by God, engages us in profound ways. In prayer we can know and express our deepest 
feelings. Sometimes we go to mass and find ourselves caught up in thoughts seemingly 
unrelated to what’s happening at mass. Sometimes we sit down to pray and find ourselves 
distracted with thoughts of other things. These are moments when God raises things for us. 
God brings us to prayer in those moments. He shows us the things for which he wants us to 
pray. Listen to the distractions for through them God speaks. 
 
We can feel lost and overwhelmed at times. Yet in the time it takes to turn to God, we share 
our burdens with God and for a time, God will relieve us of some of them. This was true in 
Isaiah’s days. Paul learned this. Jesus lived it; the Father and I are one. We remain part of God 
and God part of us. New life can be found where we least expect it, within ourselves. 
 
May God help us to keep one another safe and healthy. To wear a mask in public does two 
things. It can prevent us from inhaling the COVID 19 virus. If we have the virus already, wearing 
a mask helps us from spreading it to others as we exhale. As the president and the first lady 
have tested positive with COVID 19, we pray for their recovery. 
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