
Readings for Thursday the 21st Week of the Year 
 
FIRST READING: 1 Corinthians 1:1-9 
 
A reading from the beginning of the first Letter of Saint Paul to the Corinthians: 
 
 Paul, called to be an Apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and Sosthenes our brother, 
to the Church of God that is in Corinth, to you who have been sanctified in Christ Jesus, called 
to be holy, with all those everywhere who call upon the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, their 
Lord and ours. Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. I give 
thanks to my God always on your account for the grace of God bestowed on you in Christ Jesus, 
that in him you were enriched in every way, with all discourse and all knowledge, as the 
testimony to Christ was confirmed among you, so that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift as 
you wait for the revelation of our Lord Jesus Christ. He will keep you firm to the end, 
irreproachable on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. God is faithful, and by him you were called 
to fellowship with his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
 
RESPONSORIAL: Psalm 145:2-3, 4-5, 6-7 
I will praise your name for ever, Lord. 
 
Every day will I bless you, and I will praise your name forever and ever. Great is the LORD and 
highly to be praised; his greatness is unsearchable. 
I will praise your name for ever, Lord. 
 
Generation after generation praises your works and proclaims your might. They speak of the 
splendor of your glorious majesty and tell of your wondrous works. 
I will praise your name for ever, Lord. 
 
They discourse of the power of your terrible deeds and declare your greatness. They publish the 
fame of your abundant goodness and joyfully sing of your justice. 
I will praise your name for ever, Lord. 
 
Gospel: Matthew 24:42-51 
 
+ A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew: 
 
 Jesus said to his disciples: “Stay awake! For you do not know on which day your Lord will 
come. Be sure of this:  if the master of the house had known the hour of night when the thief 
was coming, he would have stayed awake and not let his house be broken into. So too, you also 
must be prepared, for at an hour you do not expect, the Son of Man will come. “Who, then, is 
the faithful and prudent servant, whom the master has put in charge of his household to 
distribute to them their food at the proper time? Blessed is that servant whom his master on 
his arrival finds doing so. Amen, I say to you, he will put him in charge of all his property. But if 
that wicked servant says to himself, ‘My master is long delayed,’ and begins to beat his fellow 
servants, and eat and drink with drunkards, the servant’s master will come on an unexpected 



day and at an unknown hour and will punish him severely and assign him a place with the 
hypocrites, where there will be wailing and grinding of teeth.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
 
Reflection for Thursday the 21st Week of the Year 
 
Today we begin Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians. Corinthian is an ornate style of support 
column with fluted uprights and elaborate bases and capitals. Corinth is a Greek coastal city. It 
is located on the Isthmus of Corinth and has known human habitation for five thousand years. 
Its history, in Paul’s time is interesting. Check out the article on Wikipedia, Ancient Corinth. It’s 
worth reading. 
 
Paul began his letter with an elaborate greeting. All of his letters begin this way. It was the 
greeting style of his day. I had always found them to be fluff and therefore I tended to skip over 
them to reach the meat of the text. However, the content of the introduction is not just pro-
forma. The greeting is also for us, today, as we read it. He stated his identity and stated his 
credentials. Sosthenes may have been Paul’s secretary who took dictation. He may have been 
his co-author. We can’t be sure because Paul merely mentioned the man. 
 
As Paul wrote to the Corinthians and to us, he stated their and our identity as the Church. In 
this he stated the call we have received from God. He blessed us and offered thanks. The Greek 
word for that offering is Eucharistia. From it we get the English word Eucharist. His greeting 
contained a liturgical reference. He finished the greeting by offering what Jesus won for us by 
the cross as a statement of faith and trust in God. There’s real solid content here. Often these 
greetings make up our canticles, the New Testament form of the Psalms. 
 
The greeting links us, today, to Paul, the Corinthian community of believers and inevitably to 
Christ. The word Paul used is, “Fellowship.” Today, in the revision of the Roman Missal, we use 
the word, “Communion.” I prefer the use of fellowship. We receive communion in fellowship 
with one another through Christ. The Romans receive communion in communion. I find the 
Roman jargon confusing. Do we mean communion or communion? The word fellowship also 
shows that the Church, though separated by politics and theology into Catholic, Protestant and 
Orthodox, is still meant to be one. We borrowed the word from the Protestants in the 1960s. 
 
Even though this letter is an Epistle of Paul to the Corinthians, it can still be a personal letter 
written to each of us. This elaborate greeting is the reminder. 
 
Jesus told us he will return like a thief in the night. Why would Jesus call himself a thief? Is Jesus 
returning a bad thing? Why has he told us to stay awake and remain vigilant? What is the price 
we will pay if Jesus’ return catches us off-guard? Beatings and torture are very bad things. Can 
Jesus want these for us? This sounds very bad. It sounds as if Jesus wants us to prepare for 
disaster. The gospel is good news. What did Jesus say to us? 
 
Wake up and look around. Political rhetoric is firing up. The animosity of our two-party system 
will try to increase the distance between people. The police have again shot a black man 
multiple times in the back and in front of his three children. This is a horror. A shooting is bad 



enough; in front of three kids? Infections and death continue to mount because of COVID 19. 
There are people who believe that wearing a mask reduces their personal freedom or protests 
against over-reach of government. Disaster is all around. 
 
The call Jesus makes to each of us is, “Repent, the Kingdom of God is near.” To repent is to 
acknowledge our sins and seek God’s forgiveness. Repentance leads to conversion of life. 
Conversion of life is to live anew as God’s faithful. We cannot prevent a disaster like the COVID 
19. We can help to prevent its spread if we act for the common good. We cannot change how 
other people treat others. We can change our attitudes and treat others as fellow children of 
God. 
 
Jesus provided a vision of who we can be in him. He showed the possibility of new life in the 
kingdom. He provided hope to a fallen world. By God’s grace we can be transformed through 
faith in Jesus. Jesus has also described the world as it is. Pollution, prejudice and pandemic are 
with us now; so is Jesus. 
 
What will the return of Jesus be? Has Jesus ever left us? It can like that a lot. We are people of 
faith. We live by faith and not our feelings. Jesus promised his presence in, with and among us 
until the end of the age. Jesus accompanies us in all the pandemonium. Disasters come and go. 
Some may remain a long time. Jesus never leaves us.  
 
Jesus did not come as a thief in the night. Jesus is our living redeemer. He is the loving Word of 
God who offers glimpses of the kingdom. Jesus offered himself on the cross to save us from 
disaster. How does Jesus save the world? He saves it one person at a time and in God’s own 
time. The real miracles of God transform the human heart. We expect God to transform our 
world and take away our woes. In faith God has transformed each of us. God works through 
each of us to give witness and bring God into the world. Our vigilance allows us to know this 
 
Please, wash your hands often, keep adequate social distance from others and wear a mask in 
public spaces. May God help us keep one another safe. 
 
James D. Beath 
August 27, 2020 
 


