
Readings for Tuesday the 31st Week of the Year 
 
FIRST READING: Philippians 2:5-11 
 
A reading from the Letter of Saint Paul to the Philippians: 
 
 Brothers and sisters: Have among yourselves the same attitude that is also yours in Christ 
Jesus, Who, though he was in the form of God, did not regard equality with God something to 
be grasped. Rather, he emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, coming in human likeness; 
and, found human in appearance, he humbled himself, becoming obedient to death, even 
death on a cross. Because of this, God greatly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that 
is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, of those in heaven and 
on earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of 
God the Father. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
 
RESPONSORIAL: Psalm 22:26b-27, 28-30ab, 30e, 31-32 
I will praise you, Lord, in the assembly of your people. 
 
I will fulfill my vows before those who fear him. The lowly shall eat their fill;  they who seek the 
LORD shall praise him: “May your hearts be ever merry!” 
I will praise you, Lord, in the assembly of your people. 
 
All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the LORD; All the families of the nations 
shall bow down before him. 
I will praise you, Lord, in the assembly of your people. 
 
For dominion is the LORD’s, and he rules the nations. To him alone shall bow down all who 
sleep in the earth. 
I will praise you, Lord, in the assembly of your people. 
 
To him my soul shall live; my descendants shall serve him. Let the coming generation be told of 
the LORD that they may proclaim to a people yet to be born the justice he has shown. 
I will praise you, Lord, in the assembly of your people. 
 
Gospel: Luke 14:15-24 
 
+ A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke: 
 
 One of those at table with Jesus said to him, “Blessed is the one who will dine in the 
Kingdom of God.” He replied to him, “A man gave a great dinner to which he invited many. 
When the time for the dinner came, he dispatched his servant to say to those invited, ‘Come, 
everything is now ready.’ But one by one, they all began to excuse themselves. The first said to 
him, ‘I have purchased a field and must go to examine it; I ask you, consider me excused.’ And 
another said, ‘I have purchased five yoke of oxen and am on my way to evaluate them; I ask 
you, consider me excused.’ And another said, ‘I have just married a woman, and therefore I 



cannot come.’ The servant went and reported this to his master. Then the master of the house 
in a rage commanded his servant, ‘Go out quickly into the streets and alleys of the town and 
bring in here the poor and the crippled, the blind and the lame.’ The servant reported, ‘Sir, your 
orders have been carried out and still there is room.’ The master then ordered the servant, ‘Go 
out to the highways and hedgerows and make people come in that my home may be filled. For, 
I tell you, none of those men who were invited will taste my dinner.’” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
 
Reflection for Tuesday the 31st Week of the Year 
 
Paul made a bold statement today. Become like Jesus. Now Jesus is also God. Did Paul tell us to 
become God? How can any of us as a flawed human being become God? Jesus, as God, became 
a human being, someone like us in all but sin. Jesus divested himself of power and Glory. There 
is a difference between power and authority. Many cannot tell the difference between the two. 
Power tends to be something self-contained. Those in power tend to act according to self 
interest. Sometimes they act regardless of the needs of others. Authority is a bit different. One 
who has authority has responsibility too. They are responsible to and for others. Jesus gave his 
life for others, literally. 
 
There’s an analogy in what Paul said with parenting. Parents have the responsibility to care, 
nurture, educate and love their children. It is a task that begins with the child’s birth and 
continues for the rest of their lives. The task of parenting may end when the child becomes a 
parent, but the relationship will continue. In the twenty one or so years of childhood pass, 
Parents have given much of their lives to the task that has built deep relationships. They have 
emptied their youth in raising a child to adulthood. I think that this is the point that Paul has 
tried to make. 
 
Within the corporate, ecclesial and governmental world, what is the task of leadership? Some 
think it is to protect the integrity of their respective institution. Abraham Lincoln spoke of 
government for, of and by the people. The pattern of Jesus was to give his life for the sake of 
God’s people. A corporation produces products or services for those who buy them. This is an 
ideal notion. The ideal Paul has written is not an ideal to be built or carved in stone but 
practiced and lived. 
 
He also spoke to each of us. We have responsibility too. We are responsible to and for each 
other. Paul has described the founding of a community not an institution. The power of God 
has been defined as the magnificent out pouring of love by the Holy Spirit. Jesus emptied 
himself of the power of God. The underlying basis of which is God’s love. Jesus emptied himself 
of love; God’s love to us. Since God’s love is eternal and unconditional, it is an on-going process 
and will continue until Jesus returns to establish the Kingdom of God for all eternity. Paul has 
described the founding of the Church where, by the grace of God, God’s children live as 
brothers and sisters in Christ. We strive to serve one another as Jesus serves us. 
 
I am not fond of large banquets. I hate those that are mandatory. I much prefer smaller, more 
intimate gatherings. Usually the large banquets are held in a place to which one must drive and 
park. Usually banquets are a formal affair and require like clothing. I don’t know how many ties 



I’ve ruined or how many dry-cleaning bills I’ve accrued due to spilled coffee or soup. I can 
understand the need for good excuses. However, this reflects my modern, American sentiment. 
Jesus spoke out of another time and culture. As an American, I have no idea of “saving face.” 
 
Respect and saving face are at the heart of this story. Each of the four gospels relates the words 
and stories of Jesus. The way they tell the stories vary upon the style, vision and personality of 
the respective evangelist. The gospel of John is full of symbolism and dialogue. Luke’s Greek is 
the most eloquent. We heard Matthew’s telling of the banquet several Sundays ago. Today’s 
version by Luke has no threat of violence. Those invited from the streets are welcome; those 
invited first are ignored. Luke’s story has the master’s rage at the insult of having no one in 
attendance transformed into hospitality for the poor, handicapped and homeless. Those in 
attendance enjoyed his lavish banquet; those not there did not.  
 
The excuses of the first string of invited guests have always made sense to me. Getting married, 
taking care of business and people’s due process are important and critical events. That first 
string group had the courtesy to let the master know they could not attend. They were polite 
and informative. In my book, they had good, solid reasons. This gospel story is a parable and is 
not what it seems. For Jesus to tell this story and in the way Luke wrote it shows a deeper 
meaning than a mere dinner party and those who attended. 
 
I was stationed in Uptown for a number of years. We had a food pantry, soup kitchen and 
clothing distribution center. We had special meals at Christmas, Easter and Thanksgiving where 
we welcomed the homeless and poor. We were one of the places where those who were going 
to receive Confirmation came to meet their “service hours.” I have helped serve those meals. 
This parable was often part of the prayer service to begin the meal. This is not the reason we 
read this story. 
 
By the time Luke wrote his version of the gospel, many of those who were believers in Jesus 
were Greek-speaking Gentiles. The Church was becoming less Jewish and more Gentile. For the 
Jewish apostles this posed a real problem. Salvation was for the Jews to them. Jesus came to 
save the Children of Israel. Luke was trying to show that salvation was through the Jews. Faith 
in Jesus the Messiah or Christ came first to the Jews. Since Judaism is still a flourishing religion 
and Jews are still God’s chosen people to this day, the apostles had to change their focus to 
include pagan converts. This was a painful transition. God was working in a way that they didn’t 
expect. Praise God for here we are as God’s chosen people too. God had chosen us through 
faith not heredity. 
 
This gospel also reminds me of families. Some people go to church and are faithful believers 
and some are not. My mother’s family has had two basic groups of people. There were those 
who were so proud of their devotion and level of faith, they loved to tell me about all the 
churches they visited, how many devotions they attended and how they really loved to tell me, 
the family priest. They also liked to tell me of the other group who wanted nothing to do with 
the Church and devotion. They looked on them with scorn. They nagged them and heaped guilt 
on them as encouragement to become devout. The other group had a chip on their shoulders 
against the Church. They had a negative reaction to the threat of hell and damnation the first 
group would hurl against them. They never tired of telling me what’s wrong with the Church 
and especially the first group. 



 
I always faced the challenge of how to receive these two groups as family. My response to each 
group was the same. I listened to them. That made the pious ones happy which opened the 
door for me to interject the gospel into their lives with little offense. I always encouraged them 
to place the other group into Jesus’ loving arms. Jesus loves all sinners; those who go to church 
and those who do not. I listened to the other group’s complaints. They were always heart-felt 
and often very deep. They had history of being maligned by the pious and hurt by insensitive 
priests and nuns. Some of them had been divorced and remarried. It’s a wonder how people 
can respond to someone who listens and tries to understand. A little kindness and compassion 
can go a long way to heal wounds. 
 
In the Jesus’ parable, the master tends to those who are present to him, not to those who are 
absent. Turn to Jesus and Jesus will turn to you. This is a story of God’s abundant grace and 
profound invitation. Jesus has invited us to live the faith that God has given to us. After years of 
ministry, I have discovered that serving God’s people has been its own reward. Praying has 
always drawn me deeper into prayer. For anyone who responds to and accepts God’s invitation, 
receives the gift of new life. This happens not in your time or my time but God’s time as God’s 
gift. 
 
Life continues to happen; as we witness. May God grant us what we need to face the challenges 
of living. Stay safe and healthy as you keep others the same. 
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